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THE PARISH OFFICE IN OUR CHURCH COMPLEX IS OPEN ON 
WEEKDAY MORNINGS. FOR URGENT MATTERS CONTACT THE 

VICAR OR CHURCHWARDENS AS BELOW 
 

Vicar:   Rev Simon Heron  515983 (Day off 6pm Fri-6pm Sat) 

Churchwardens:  Barbara Lucas    228616/07912 345056                             
Sarah O’Meara    513067 

Licensed Readers: Andrew Judge    236930                                      
David Laszlo    581593                                   
Angela Smith    238232                                  
Amanda Thiselton   690319 

Pastoral Co-ordinators:    Tina Benney  512246                                        
with Anne Chapman & Chris Eddershaw 

Weddings Administrator:  Angela Smith   238232  

Youth & Children Team:  Anna Laszlo   581593  

CHRIST CHURCH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL (Voluntary Aided):                     
Head Teacher:     Mrs Kerry Pope 523392 

Church Complex Manager: Cherie Skidmore  578163                                   
Parish Administrator:      Rev Julia Hook  578163 
 
Safeguarding Officer:      Mandy Whitefield 511919 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  
Lay Vice-Chair: Ian Kirkwood    581883                          
Treasurer:   Philip Whitefield   511919  
Secretary:   Jennie Preece    518048  
Electoral Roll Officer &                                                                            
Vicar’s Secretary:   Virginia Mullan    231006  
 
Church Flower Secretary: Penny Kirkwood  581883 
 
Outreach Magazine Editor: Shirley Collins  696094  
 

ADDRESS: Christ Church Parish Office, Malvern Road, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL50 2JH 



LOOKING BACK WHILST GOING FORWARD  

 
Between 2009 and 2013 the number of albums in the 
UK that were sold on CD near enough halved from 112 
million to just over 60 million. In the same time frame 
digital sales on iTunes and other online retailers more 
than doubled. For music retailers on the High Street it 
was a difficult time. HMV, the 99 year-old company with outlets all over the 
UK, faced disaster. At the start of 2013 it was rescued from administration, 
but still saw significant store closures and job losses.  
 
Somewhat surprisingly only two years later HMV was once again making 
profits and announced it was to to open new shops across the Middle East. 
It was also in talks to expand into Australia, China and India. They had 
seen year-on-year CD, DVD and Blu-Ray sales increase by small amounts, 
but the real star was vinyl albums: the number sold increased by 170%.  
 
Why is a technology more than 100 years old and thought to be completely 
obsolete seeing such a revival in fortune? At the very least it seems to be 
tapping into a rich vein of nostalgia. We so often look back at the past and 
remember bigger baked bean tins, cheaper petrol, children who respected 
their elders, and all sorts of other things that were ‘better’ back then. For 
the church, there is also the temptation to see the past as a golden age of 
Christianity. A time when pews were full and there was a vicar riding his 
bike through every parish, calling on all and sundry for a cup of tea and a 
natter. And maybe a time when God had more impact as well.  
 
I’m fairly certain that’s not the case. People aren’t less interested in God or 
spiritual things now, probably the reverse. It’s just they have discovered 
how many different places there are that they can look. As Christians we 
need to be prepared to continue to make Christ known without dwelling on 
the past. That doesn’t mean we can’t look back and learn. 
 
Just like driving, it’s important to check in the rear view mirror to remind 
yourself what’s behind you. It’s absolutely vital that you look forward to see 
what might be coming up ahead.  
 
Rev Simon Heron 
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CHRIST CHURCH OPENING TIMES 

 
8am Holy Communion is now happening on Sundays at Christ Church. It 
is the usual calm service without singing and the necessary precautions 
are being taken according to Government guidance, and Diocesan 
instructions.  
 

On Wednesdays 10-11am, Christ Church is open for individual prayer.  

 
If attending either of these worship times, please wear a face covering 
unless you are exempt from doing so. Social distancing needs to be 
observed so look out for signs showing the direction of travel inside the 
Church and places where you can sit.  
 
Numbers are limited, but we are fortunate to have a large building and so 
far no one has been turned away due to capacity having been reached. 
 
Christ Church Without Walls continues to provide 10.30am Sunday worship 
online. This can be accessed from the Home page on our website, or via 
an email arrangement with Anna Laszlo. The email system also allows 
people to meet after the Service in the Virtual Harwood Hall. 
 

For more information and to receive the weekly email contact: 
Anna Laszlo on: 01242 581593 
or email: anna@laszlos.co.uk 

 

OUR COVID-19 SUPPORT TEAM 
 
Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to help 
vulnerable and self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways – from 
shopping and collecting prescriptions to phone support and sending letters. 
Some of these volunteers are from the congregation whilst others have 
contacted Christ Church, keen to do all they can to assist others during this 
time of crisis. Whilst we are a small group, we are open to serving people 
within the whole Cheltenham area. To request help, please contact : 
 

Tina on: 01242 512246 
Sara on: 07974 355845 
or email: christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  
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ZAYTOUN SALES TO END SOON       

After five years of trading I have decided to finish selling 
Zaytoun products and will not be re-ordering further 
supplies. May I encourage you to buy now, stocking up for 
Christmas in advance!  
 
I still have Palestinian olive oil, extra-virgin and fairtrade, and medjoul dates 
from Jericho. The oil is in 750ml, 500ml and 250ml bottles and the dates 
are in 250gm boxes. I also have a few jars of the za-atar herb mix available.  
 
You can message me on: 07483811967 or telephone on: 01242 518048. 
 
Jennie Preece 

 
On behalf of everyone I would like to say “Thank you!” to Jennie for her 
faithful service in ordering and selling Zaytoun products over the past five 
years – Editor. 

 

GIVING TO CHRIST CHURCH 
 

While Christ Church was closed for worship our funds became severely 
depleted. If you normally make a regular gift via the collection plate, you 
may still do so if attending one of our two open times shown on the previous 
page. You can also give by: 

 
 Texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to 

£20), to 70450. So to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give 
£20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs your donation 
plus your standard message rate.  

 
 Posting or putting a gift by cheque through the Church letterbox (in 

the wall by the side gate) which is being emptied regularly by staff.  

 
 Visiting the Christ Church, Cheltenham Website and following the 

Online Giving link on the Home page to Give.net. 
 

Your support is much appreciated. 
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50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY  
 

Congratulations to Penny and Ian Kirkwood, who celebrated 
their 50th Anniversary over the week-end of 19-20th September!  

 
O Praise Ye The Lord and organ voluntary Nun Danket 
by Karg-Elert were included in our online Sunday 
worship (played by Tim Ingold) at their request: these 
pieces of music formed part of their wedding ceremony.  
 
This happy photo of them was taken at their daughter’s 

wedding last year, “Which is why” Ian told Outreach, “Penny is wearing a 
hat.” Well they both look very smartly dressed, don’t you agree?  
 

WANTED: MORE ITEMS FOR AUCTION 

Due to Lockdown restrictions we were unable to hold our Summer Fete this 

year at Christ Church. We would therefore like to have an online auction 

before Christmas to boost our fundraising for missions and charities. 

Several items have been donated already, but more are needed. If you 

have any excellent quality goods which could be included we would very 

much like to hear from you. Please contact Shirley Collins, tel: 01242 

696094, or email: artseccles@googlemail.com 

 

 
 

Ride + Stride, the annual event that raises funds for the Historic Churches 
Trust, took place on Saturday 12th September. Grateful thanks to those who 
volunteered for duty at Christ Church to welcome riders and striders. 

So far £265 has been gifted through the online page set up by Katy and 
Cyril Bleasdale. If you would like to donate in this way, please go to: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/katy-bleasdale or contact: 

Katy Bleasdale tel: 07776 205290 email: katy@railnews.co.uk 
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CHARITY WALK SUCCESS 

 

Mandy Whitefield taking 
part in the walk. 

 

The Karmacharya family complied with local lockdown restrictions to walk 
six miles in a park, and then, also being subject to self-isolation, did the 
final six miles around their garden.  
 
Colin Masey will be cycling 40 miles for the charity Maggie’s. 
 
Many, many thanks for everybody’s contributions. 
 
Philip Whitefield 

 

SIMEON FEELING GOOD 

Talented flautist Simeon Wood has a new CD out: 
Feeling Good. He says it came as a result of, “a 
time of difficulty for the family” back in 2018. The 
resulting album is, however, as inspiring as all of 
his previous offerings.  
 
A frequent performer in Cheltenham, the Covid-19 
pandemic has curtailed touring away from his 
Yorkshire home. But this year Simeon has been 
giving living room concerts instead, via Youtube. 
For more details and to make purchases contact: 
https://www.simeonwood.co.uk 
 

7 

Christ Church’s multi-charity sponsored walk on 
19th September was a great success. The route 
covered 12 miles of the Cotswold Way from Cleeve 
Hill to Ullenwood.  
 
16 humans and three canines took part on the day; 
Julia and Pat Hook did the walk the day before. We 
have so far raised £3,350 for ten specific charities, 
plus a further £940 for the World Mission 
Committee to distribute, making a total of £4,290. 
More funds are likely to come in and others are 
taking part in their own way. 

 

https://www.simeonwood.co.uk/


CHRIST CHURCH CHOIR AND ORGANISTS: PART 5 
 
It is wonderful to think that Dame 
Felicity Lott CBE sang in Christ 
Church Choir in the early 1960s from 
the age of 15-18 whilst a pupil at 
Pate’s Grammar School for Girls. She 
can be seen in the photo on the left 
taking part in the December 1964 
Nativity Play, and below during the 
Choir outing to Sidmouth earlier that 
same year, slightly less angelic. 
 

“Flott” as she still affectionately likes to be called, was known by other Choir 
members to have considerable singing talents even then. John Taylor said: 
“It was obvious she was special. She had an outstanding voice. She is just 
a wonderful opera singer.” 
 
She took her first singing lessons with Ursula Hughes 
before moving on to study at the Royal Academy of 
Music. An ambition to become a French interpreter was 
soon abandoned, Flott launched a successful lifetime 
career which has seen her working with all the major 
British opera companies, orchestras and festivals, as 
well as appearances throughout Europe, Australia, and 
the USA. She also has an extensive repertoire as a 
popular soloist and sang at the wedding of the Duke and 
Duchess of York.  
 
In 1990 she was made a CBE and in 1996 became a 
Dame. Despite her fame she has maintained contact with 
Christ Church and returned to her home town many times 
for singing engagements and charity events. At the top 
of the next page is a photo of her most recent concert 
with us. Sheet music remains in the Music Room bearing  
the name Flott, which can be alternately a source of 
encouragement or intimidation for current Choir members.   
 

                                                                             (Cont’d…) 
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Flott with sand 

in her sandals? 

Sidmouth 1964.  



 
 
On 18th October 2014 Flott was a big attraction in a gala concert at Christ 
Church. The programme contained songs in French and English, including 
work by Benjamin Britten as well as the Vivaldi Gloria and Schubert’s Mass 
in G. She also sang a duet with local soprano, Melissa Friessner-Day. Her 
accompanist for the event was Sebastian Whybrew, a graduate scholar of 
the Royal College of Music. Our current Director of Music Tim Ingold was 
in charge of the occasion. 
 
Most of our Christ Church singers have 
not become celebrities in the way in 
which Flott has, but their contributions 
have been just as important to regular 
worship times. It is almost ten years since 
Terry Parker and myself celebrated our 
60th anniversary as members of Christ 
Church Choir (see the photo opposite). 
We remained friends until he retired from 
singing a couple of years ago. He died 
earlier this year and his ashes are 
interred in the Christ Church Garden of 
Remembrance.  
 
Tony White 
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DEAR GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

The Cotswolds so green and fair 
Are like a soothing balm. 
Peaceful and tranquil the hills there, 
Where the countryside is calm. 
 
Cirencester – a Roman town, 
Parish Church regal and fine. 
Where craftsmen come to sell their wares 
The market stalls stand in line. 
 
Painswick with Prinknash Abbey, 
Monks pray and work so hard. 
The local Church with 99 yews, 
Like sentinels on guard. 
 
The tourists flock to Bourton 
Where the quiet Windrush flows, 
To visit the model village 
Which is really quite a show. 
 
Gloucester with Cathedral tall, 
The Docks for cargo large and small. 
Stow-on-the-Wold, where the wind blows cold, 
Tewkesbury’s cobbled streets are old. 
 
Cheltenham the Spa town 
Where the waters make you well. 
Pittville Pump Rooms – the Promenade, 
With many tales to tell. 
 
There’s scores of hidden hamlets, 
Too numerous to mention here, 
Where one can have sweet memories 
Of Gloucestershire we hold dear. 
 
Norma Collins 
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COVER STORY: REMEMBERING STEVE OSMOND 

This month’s cover photo (courtesy of Susan West) shows Joan and Steve 
Osmond enjoying the Autumn Church Walk in 1985. Sadly, Steve passed away 
in St Faith’s Nursing Home recently due to a severe chest infection.  

Funeral Service Extracts: 7th September 2020  

Rev Julia Hook said she was pleased to have been asked 
to lead the Service for Stephen Edward Osmond (held at 
Cheltenham Crematorium) as she had known both he and 
his wife Joan for 14 years.  
 
After listening to one of his favourite pieces of worship music As The Deer Pants, 
Joan told how her husband of 48 years attended Salisbury Cathedral School, 
followed by boarding at Dean Close School, Cheltenham and doing his National 
Service in the Royal Artillery. Training in Bristol then resulted in employment as 
Head Teacher of schools in North Cerney, Sharpness, and Gloucester. A former 
pupil was the chef Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, who remembered Steve when 
they met at Cheltenham Literary Festival. Joan and Steve first met in 
Cirencester while taking part in amateur dramatics. Joining Christ Church in 
1981, Steve took the role of Joseph of Arimathea in Cheltenham’s 2000 Passion 
Play. Other interests included writing chronologies, letters for Amnesty 
International, and supporting several charities. Steve’s father Cuthbert, a 
musician and composer, had died when he was only nine months old. In 2010 
a moving performance was arranged of his music. Joan described her husband 
as: “A good, kind, compassionate, honest man, my sweetheart and soul mate.” 
 
Steve had three daughters, and Jane told the congregation how she had always 
called him, “Pa.” She fondly remembered his love of cricket, skills in 
photography, and organising abilities. As she grew up she appreciated his 
bedtime stories, his patience, generosity, support, and reassurance when she 
was afraid. She had become a Christian at the age of 15, and so particularly 
enjoyed the times of fellowship they shared together. She ended her tribute as 
she did their phone calls: “Love you lots, Pa. Bye.” 
 
Neighbour and friend Keith Jones read Psalm 103, Praise the Lord O my soul. 
The music The Lark Ascending by Vaughan Williams was listened to in two 
parts, and prayers offered for Steve, thanks for his life and memories of him, 
plus the official Committal. 
 
It is hoped that a full celebration of Steve’s life may be held in March 2021. 
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LOCAL MARTYR CHANGED ENGLISH SPEAKING WORLD 
 

A tall Victorian tower can be seen from the M5 south of 
Gloucester and as far away as Bristol. It is the Tyndale 
Monument, constructed in 1866 to honour locally born 
martyr William Tyndale, who died for his beliefs on 6th 
October 1536. He is thought to have been baptised in 
North Nibley Church in 1494, and as a young boy 
received his early education at Wotton-under-Edge 
Grammar School, founded in 1384. He went on to study 

at Oxford and Cambridge, could speak seven languages, and was 
proficient in ancient Hebrew and Greek.  
 
As a priest, his abilities would have taken him a long way, but by the age 
of 30 Tyndale’s only desire was to translate the Bible into English, so that 
ordinary people could read it for themselves. It was a mission that would 
cost him his life. For Tyndale’s work was seen as a direct challenge to the 
power of both the Roman Catholic Church and the laws of England in 
maintaining the Church’s position. 
 
When the authorities tried to stop his translation, Tyndale fled to Hamburg, 
Wittenberg, Cologne, and finally to the Lutheran city of Worms. It was there, 
in 1525, his New Testament emerged. It was quickly smuggled into 
England. King Henry VIII and leading clergy member were furious. Tyndale 
moved on to Antwerp, where for nine more years he continued his work. 
His translation was also the first to make use of the printing press, so it was 
possible to produce many copies.  
 
In May 1535 he was betrayed, arrested and jailed near Brussels. Almost 
18 months later, despite an appeal by Thomas Cromwell, he was tied to 
the stake to suffer strangulation and burning. His dying prayer was for the 
King of England’s eyes to be opened. Two years later King Henry 
authorised the Great Bible for the Church of England, which relied largely 
on Tyndale’s translation. The 1611 King James Bible also used his work.  

 
We are keen to have articles about people and organisations in Outreach. 
If you have an interesting and uplifting story to share, do contact the Editor 
at: artseccles@googlemail.com. Deadline for November is 22nd October.  
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THE EDITOR: WHERE HAVE ALL THE EARWIGS GONE? 

 
While walking through St Peter’s Parish in Cheltenham recently, I went past 
the house where my paternal grandparents used to live. Sadly, I noticed 
the small front garden has become a concrete slab car park. It used to be 
a plot where dahlias were grown, which had to be lightly shaken before 
bringing indoors in order for insects to run out.  
 
I also remembered my father telling me how as a child he once took his 
mouth organ out of a household cupboard and, eager to play a tune, 
mistakenly did a, “suck instead of a blow”. He then had to spit out several 
earwigs which had made their home in his musical instrument. Aargh! 
 
Joking apart, earwigs seem to be one of the casualties of the 21st Century, 
along with silver studded blue butterflies, hedgehogs, and other UK wildlife. 
It must be 20 years or more since I found any creepy crawlies hiding inside 
clothes on the washing line. 
 
On 13th September in his TV programme Extinction: The 
Facts Sir David Attenborough reported that there are 
around one million species in danger of disappearing 
from Earth. There are various reasons for this, but all 
seem to be related to the actions, or lack of action, of 
human beings. If you have not seen this documentary it 
is available on BBC iPlayer for the next 12 months.  
 
The first Chapter of Genesis records how God commanded us to subdue 
the planet, which implies caretaking: bringing it under control. From the 
moment things started to grow and multiply someone was needed to bring 
in the harvest and tackle the weeds. Otherwise everything would become 
overgrown. God did not tell us to destroy our earthly home.  
 
Shirley Collins 
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So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God He created 
them; male and female He created them. God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.”  (Genesis 1: 27-28) 



COMFORTING PUD FOR COLD DAYS 

Traditionally blackberries should be picked 
before October as the fruit takes on a bitter 
taste once Autumn arrives. If you have a 
supply to use up, try adding blackberries to 
apples in this comforting and delicious 
pudding.  

Ingredients:  

2 cups of blackberries, 2 medium sized cooking apples peeled, cored, and 
cut into chunks, 150g/5½oz butter, 150g/5½oz sugar, plus cup of sugar for 
sauce, 3 eggs, beaten, 175g/6oz self-raising flour. 

Method:  

Grease a large pudding basin (1.2 litre/2 pint) and line the base with baking 
paper. Place half the blackberries at the bottom. Beat the butter and sugar 
together, add beaten eggs and flour alternately to make a smooth mixture. 
Stir in the apple pieces.  

Pour into the pudding basin and put a pleated piece of baking paper on the 
top, followed by a pleated piece of kitchen foil going over the sides of the 
basin (to allow for expansion). Secure with string around the top edge of 
the basin. Add a further loop of string across the top (so you can lift the 
basin). Place the basin in a large pan and add water to come half way up 
the sides of the basin. Cover with a lid and simmer on a slow heat to steam 
for 1-2 hours – checking frequently that the pan does not boil dry.  

While the pudding is cooking, boil the remaining blackberries in another 
pan with the cup of sugar to make a sweet sauce.  

The pudding is done when a skewer (inserted through foil and paper) 
comes out clean. Carefully use the string to lift the basin from the hot water.  

Leave to stand for 5 minutes. Remove string, foil and paper. Run a knife 
around the edge of the pudding to loosen. Place a serving dish on top and 
carefully turn upside down. Remove the last piece of baking paper from the 
pudding. Pour the sauce over the top and serve with custard, cream, or ice 
cream. 
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ORGANISATIONS AND LEADERS 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 

Playgroup: 9am-3pm Monday to Friday         }                              243021/      
christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk            }    07989 124492              

Crèche: Sundays from 10.20am Alstone Porch                                              
Sunday Morning Children’s Groups            }                                                    
Youth Nights Last Friday monthly                  } Anna Laszlo  581593                    

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 

Rainbows: Thursday 5pm Bayshill/Lansdown}                                             
Brownies: Thursday 6pm Harwood Hall         }                                                       
Guides: Thursday 6.15pm Bayshill/Lansdown} Maureen Jones  517183 

FOR ADULTS: 

Baby & Toddler Group for Mums & Dads with pre-school children                                     
Monday 1.30-3.15pm Harwood Hall        Sarah O’Meara 513067 

 

Coffee Morning  

Wednesday, 10am-12noon Alstone Porch       Dee Rice  231764 

 

Friendship Club Lunch Club & Afternoon Tea Meetings  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays Harwood Hall       Tina Benney  512246  

MUSIC FOR WORSHIP   

Director of Music:           Tim Ingold   01452 524199 

Choir: Friday, Music Room                                                         
6.30-8pm Trebles, 7.30-9pm Adults 

Worship Group:            Beck Donaldson 01451 860561 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS:                                                                                    
The Matilda Project, Wendy Phillips, matildaproject@gmail.com                   
Mission Without Borders, Jos Downey, jdowney@mwbuk.org 

ALL ACTIVITIES EXCEPT PLAYGROUP ARE SUSPENDED. 
CONTACT LEADERS FOR LATEST NEWS 

mailto:christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jdowney@mwbuk.org


                WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

Sunday 

10.30am 1st Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW 

2nd Sunday FAMILY SERVICE  

3rd Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW  

4th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP  

5th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP  

Children are in church for the first few minutes of each Service,             
and then leave for their Sunday teaching groups:  

Scramblers (Key Stage 1), Explorers (Key Stage 2) and           
Pathfinders (Years 7-9) meet during each 10.30am Service                    
except Family Service. 

CRECHE available each Sunday morning for the under 3s. 

6.30pm  Choral Evensong is held once a month, often on 2nd Sunday. 

Monday to Friday  

8.45am MORNING PRAYER                                                                                      
A wonderful way to start the day. Newcomers welcome to join the group who     
enjoy the benefits of Morning Prayer. We meet for about half an hour. 

Wednesday 

 

 

HOME GROUPS for Bible Study & Fellowship                                                               
meet regularly on different days of the week.                                                 

ACTIVITIES ARE SUSPENDED EXCEPT THOSE SHOWN IN BOXES 

8am   HOLY COMMUNION - a said service 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays (Prayer Book) 
2nd & 4th Sundays (Common Worship) 

10-11am  PRIVATE PRAYER 
 


