
 
 

 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Friendship Club continues to flourish and our membership numbers remain steady. We still 

have 50-60 members and visitors at the Lunch Meetings each time and 25-35 or more members 

at the Afternoon Talk and Tea Meetings. Some folk come to just the Lunch, some come to just 

the Talk, but many come for lunch (often after the Wednesday morning service, coffee, and the 

Exercise Class), and then stay for the Talk and Tea as well. We continue to welcome new 

members from the Church and also the wider community. As ever, we are very grateful to the 

loyal band of helpers who make everything work.  I also wish to record my thanks to the 

committee members who help to organise and run the whole programme. We continue to 

provide soup and cheese lunches in winter, and a salad bar in summer, keeping to a pattern that 

seems to work well. 

 

Friendship Club remains essentially unchanged, with meetings on the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of each month, except for August when two outings are arranged instead. Last 

year the outings were to The Avoncroft Museum and to Highnam Court and Gardens, the latter 

unfortunately being rather wet. We indulged in tea and cake after each visit, and as always 

enjoyed ourselves. Both outings were much appreciated. Thank you to Sue Jenner for 

organising them. 

 

The Afternoon Talks and Tea are reasonably well supported, and we have had some excellent 

speakers and musicians to entertain us. The Exercise Class, geared to our age and ability, takes 

place each meeting prior to lunch.  This is proving very beneficial and popular, and is free to 

Friendship Club Members, 

 

The annual Garden Tea Party was blessed with good weather, and as always a great tea! The 

Christmas Tea Party and Christmas Lunch (each catering for over 70 friends) were a great 

success again. No unexpected challenges in the kitchen this year! 

 

The holiday for members and friends in July was to Swansea, and we had a very good time.  

We are indebted to Sue Jenner for organising it for us. 

 

We continue to contribute towards the expenses for the Church facilities we use, and donate to 

local Charities chosen by our members.  We enjoy the excellent facilities in the Hall Complex, 

though still could do with a bigger kitchen, with more storage! 

 

As I am stepping down from my role of Friendship Club Chairman at our AGM this year, I 

want to take this opportunity to say how much I have enjoyed it all, how much I have valued 

the support of so many loyal friends and volunteers over the years, and to wish the new 

chairman and the committee as much pleasure as I have found in my involvement with Christ 

Church Friendship Club. 
 

Tina Benney, Chair of Friendship Club 

 


