
Frederick James Hawker was born on 14 April 
1890 in Cheltenham to Sarah (née Munday) and 
John Robert Hawker. John was a china dealer and 
the family  were living at 253 High Street, 
Cheltenham. Frederick had six siblings; Harry, 
Robert, Percival, Alice, Elizabeth and Agnes. He 
was baptised on 11 May  1890 at St Peter’s Church, 
Cheltenham.
The 1901 census shows that the family  were living 
at 2 St George's Square, Cheltenham and another 
son, Albert had been born. 
Frederick was educated at Christ Church School 
and on leaving was apprenticed to J Lance & Co, 
Furniture Dealers and Undertakers of 152 High 
Street, Cheltenham.
The 1911 census shows Frederick was now 
employed as a Drapery  Salesman for Jolly  & Son in 
Bath and was living in a boarding house in Milsom 
Street with other employees.
An article appeared in the Bath Chronicle and 
Weekly Gazette on 31 January  1914 which 
mentions Frederick who was the victim of a theft 
whilst playing football for Hartley. His witness 
statement reads: Frederick James Hawker of           
13 Milsom Street, Bath, identified the overcoat, kid 
gloves and tobacco pouch as his property. He said 
he valued the coat at three guineas, the gloves at    
4s 6d, and the tobacco pouch at 4s 6d. He went to 
Single Hill on Saturday last with the Hartley football 
team to play Single Hill. They changed at the 
Magpie Inn, and he left his overcoat and lounge coat 

on a peg in the dressing room and went to play 
football. On returning to the dressing room after the 
match the witness found his overcoat had 
disappeared, but his lounge coat remained. In 
addition to the articles recovered the pockets 
contained another pouch, a pair of woollen gloves, a 
pipe, two or three letters addressed to him, a latch 
key, and some money in the ticket pocket, and a 
piece of blue chalk. He searched the char-a-banc, 
the dressing room and on the football field, but could 
not find the overcoat. He gave information to the 
police on Monday morning. 

At the outbreak of war in 1914 Frederick enlisted in 
the Worcestershire Regiment. He was a Lance 
Corporal in the 10th Battalion. In January  1915 he 
was gazetted 2nd Lieutenant in the 8th Battalion, 
Gloucestershire Regiment and arrived in France on 
18 July.

In December 1915 Frederick was on leave and on 
the 13th of the month he married Kathleen Mary 
Lock at Heavitree. The following report appeared in 
the Western Times on 14 December:
Military Wedding at Heavitree 
The wedding of Miss  Kathleen Mary Lock, second 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Lock, of North-
street, Heavitree, and Second-Lieut. Frederick 
James  Hawker, the 8th  Batt. Gloucester Regiment, 
was  very quietly solemnised at the Parish  Church of 
St. Michael, Heavitree, yesterday afternoon. The 
bridegroom, who is  the fourth son of the late         
Mr. John Hawker, and Mrs. Hawker, St. George's 
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Square, Cheltenham, Glos., is  at home on  short 
leave from the Front. He was  accompanied by his 
brother, Second-Lieut. A. V. Hawker, 8th Glos. Regt. 
as  "best man". The bride, who was  given away by 
her father, was  in a pretty gown of soft midnight-
blue silk poplin, with the corsage and sleeves  pale 
pink silk veiled with blue ninon. She wore also a hat 
of gauged silk to match her gown, and a cluster of 
white heather, a gift from the bridegroom. The bride 
was  attended by her sister, Miss  Gertrude May 
Lock, as  "best girl". The marriage ceremony was 
performed by the Vicar, Rev. T. J. Pouting. After an 
informal reception held at the residence of the 
bride's  parents, Lieut, and Mrs. F J. Hawker left for 
a short honeymoon at Birdlip, Gloucestershire. They 
were the recipients  of many beautiful and useful 
presents.
In 1916 the 8th Battalion was part of the 19th Division 
which was given the task of taking the village of La 
Boiselle on 3 July  as part of the Somme offensive. It 
was probably  during this action that Frederick was 
wounded; he was evacuated from the battlefield to 
Etaples. Frederick died from his wounds on 16 July; 
he was 26 years of age.
The report of his death appeared in the 
Gloucestershire Echo on 8 July:
Lieut F J Hawker
News has been received by his friends in 
Cheltenham that Lieut F J Hawker of the 
Gloucesters, was dangerously wounded in action a 
few days ago. A son of the late Mr John Hawker, 
who has a china business in High Street, 
Cheltenham, he was educated at Christ Church 
School, Cheltenham, and at the time of enlisting 
was engaged in business at a big house in Bath. 
From the ranks he received a commission. Another 
brother, Lieutenant Herbert Hawker is also in the 
Gloucesters, and a third brother, Percy, who was a 
schoolmaster at Christ Church, the Railway 
Bat ta l ion, organised by Major Peake, of 
Cheltenham. He has various relations and many 
friends in Cheltenham, Mr H J Hawker of Hales 
Road being his brother. 

His death was subsequently  reported in The 
Gloucester Journal on 22 July: 
Death of Lieut F J Hawker
News was received in Cheltenham on Tuesday of 
the death on Sunday of Second Lieutenant 
Frederick J Hawker of the Gloucester Regiment who 
succumbed to wounds received in action in the early 
part of the present month. The gallant officer was 
the fourth son of the late John Hawker, china 
merchant, of High Street, Cheltenham, and of Mrs 
Hawker, 2 St George’s Square, and he had attained 
his 26th year. He received education at Christ 
Church School, Cheltenham and was subsequently 
apprenticed to Messrs H Lance and Co, afterwards 
leaving Cheltenham to take up an appointment at 
Messrs Jolly’s, Bath. He obtained a commission in 
one of the new battalions of the Gloucesters, as also 
did his brother, Lieut Herbert Hawker, while a third 
brother (assistant master at Devonshire Street 
School) has joined the Gloucestershire Labour 
Battalion of the Royal Engineers. Lieut F J Hawker 
leaves a widow, to whom he was married about six 
months ago.
Second Lieutenant Frederick James Hawker is 
buried in Etaples Military Cemetery, Plot I, Row B, 
Grave 37. The inscription on his headstone reads: 
Beloved he gave his all for God, King and Country. 
He is remembered on the Christ Church Roll of 
Honour, Cheltenham War Memorial, Salem Baptist 
Church Roll of Honour and on his parents grave in 
Cheltenham Borough Cemetery, the inscription on 
their headstone reads: To the Glory of God and in 
proud and loving memory Frederick James Hawker. 
Lieut. 8th Battalion Gloucestershire Regt who was 
mortally wounded at the Battle of the Somme July 
1916. Buried at Etaples France. Aged 26 years.
Frederick’s younger brother Albert also served in the 
Great War and died on 23 December 1918. He is 
also remembered on the Christ Church Roll of 
Honour and his parents’ grave.
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