
Charles Frank Stephen Lusty was born on               
21 December 1896 in Painswick to Alice (née Trull) 
and Charles George Lusty. His father was working 
as an Assurance Life Superintendent and in 1901 
they were living in Church Road, East Dean, 
Gloucestershire.
By 1911 the family  had moved to Cheltenham        
(39 Alstone Avenue) and his father was employed 
as an Assurance Agent.
Charles attended Christchurch PE School and 
Cheltenham (now  Pate’s) Grammar School from 
1908 to 1911. When he left school he was employed 
as a clerk in a chartered accountant’s office.

Charles enlisted at Shrewsbury, Shropshire and 
joined the 7th Battalion, King’s Shropshire Light 
Infantry  (KSLI). The 7th (Service) Battalion was 
formed in September 1914 in Shrewsbury  as part of 
the Third New Army. (The 7th Battalion suffered 
more casualties than any other KSLI battalion, with 
1048 killed in action or died during the war, and 
earned more battle honours than any  other KSLI 
battalion.)
All surviving documents from his time in the Army 
refer to him as Frank Lusty. According to a medical 
record he was admitted to hospital from 11 to             
12 October 1916 suffering from Scabies. The record 
shows that at that time he had completed 6 months’ 
service and had spent two months with the Field 

Force. From this it would appear that he mobilised 
at some time in March 1916 and landed in France 
some time in July  or August of that year. An entry in 
the battalion’s War Diary  shows a large number of 
reinforcements arrived on 11 August.
By March 1917 the battalion had moved to Arras. 
Working parties were engaged in digging in the 
caves and tunnels which ran under Arras. This work 
was carried out under the New Zealand Tunneling 
Company  and Royal Engineer Tunnel ing 
Companies. 

From the Middle Ages until the beginning of the     
20th Century  these caves were used extensively  to 
quarry  stone for the buildings in the town. In 1916 
the British Army, who controlled Arras, decided to 
use these quarries. They  were to be linked to shelter 
soldiers from the incessant German shelling and to 
enable troops to arrive at the front secretly  and in 
safety. Thousands of soldiers were housed here 
before the planned offensive on 9 April - the First 
Battle of the Scarpe. (This was one of three battles 
which occurred during the Arras Offensive between 
9 April and 4 May 1917.) 

On 9 April, the 7th Battalion filed from one of the 
caves to assembly trenches before their advance on 
the enemy  front. Their task was to take the village of 
Tilloy. It was during this action that Private Frank 
Lusty was killed; he was 20 years of age.
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Men of 7 KSLI just out of the trenches, near Arras, March 1917
Could one of these men be Private Lusty?
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An extract from the battalion’s War Diary  for that day 
reads:
9 April 1917
Easter Monday
6.55am: The Battalion [Bn] commenced filing from 
BLENHEIM CAVE at 6.55am and was in position in 
assembly trenches vacated by 9th Brigade by 
8.45am. Leaving the assembly position at 10.40am 
in artillery formation of platoons the Bn commenced 
its advance (the first system of enemy trenches 
having been taken by the 76th Brigade and the 
vil lage of TILLOY nominally taken by the                 
9th Br igade). Heavy host i le shel l ing was 
encountered and a certain amount of resistance in 
TILLOY which had not been cleared, casualties 
being sustained from sniping and machine gun fire. 
Resuming its advance on the BROWN LINE or 
FEUCHY - WANCOURT LINE (which was 5,700 
yards from assembly position or 3,200 yards from 
2nd objective - the edge of TILLOY) the BOIS DES 
BOEUFS was cleared but 500 - 600 yards from the 
objective the Brigade, being unsupported by the 
Division on right and left, was held up owing to 
machine gun fire from FEUCHY REDOUBT and 
WANCOURT RIDGE on either flank. An attack (after 

re-bombardment) by 1st Gordons at 7pm was also 
held up and they withdrew, whereupon the line 
gained was dug in. Up to this point 3 officers and     
90 other ranks had been taken prisoner and         
600 yards in front of the BOIS DES BOEUFS a 
battery of 4.2 howitzers and a dismantled heavy gun 
had fallen into the hands of the battalion.
Casualties during the operation (9 to 14 April):- 
Officers: 1 killed, 6 wounded, all on the 9th, and        
1 gassed during relief on morning of 14th. Other 
Ranks: 22 killed, 131 wounded, 5 missing.
Private Frank Lusty  was originally  buried in a 
concentration of graves at Harp Redoubt but was 
later reburied at Tilloy  British Cemetery, Plot II, Row 
G, Grave 10. The inscription on his headstone 
reads: He was our only son. He is also remembered 
on the Christ Church Roll of Honour; Cheltenham 
War Memorial and the Pate’s Grammar School Roll 
of Honour (situated in the current school hall). In 
2018 a brass plaque was installed in St George’s 
Chapel, Ypres which reads: In proud and grateful 
memory of the 73 former students of Cheltenham 
Grammar School who gave their lives in the Great 
War. 
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