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THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
IF YOU NEED TO CONTACT SOMEONE URGENTLY PLEASE 
TELEPHONE ONE OF OUR CHURCHWARDENS AS BELOW 

 

Vicar in Waiting: Rev Canon Simon Heron Relocating from Essex 

Churchwardens:  Barbara Lucas    228616/07912 345056                             
Sarah O’Meara    513067 

Licensed Readers: Andrew Judge    236930                                      
David Laszlo    581593                                   
Angela Smith    238232                                  
Amanda Thiselton   690319 

Pastoral Co-ordinators:    Tina Benney  512246                                        
with Anne Chapman & Chris Eddershaw 

Weddings Administrator:  Angela Smith   238232  

Youth & Children Team:  Anna Laszlo   581593  

CHRIST CHURCH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL (Voluntary Aided):                     
Head Teacher:     Mrs Kerry Pope 523392 

Church Complex Manager: Cherie Skidmore  578163                                   
Parish Administrator:      Rev Julia Hook  578163 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  

Lay Vice-Chair: Ian Kirkwood    581883                          
Treasurer:   Phil Whitefield    511919  
Secretary:   Jennie Preece    518048  
Electoral Roll Officer &                                                                            
Vicar’s Secretary:   Virginia Mullan    231006  
 
CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER: currently vacant  
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: Penny Kirkwood  581883 
 
MAGAZINE EDITOR: Shirley Collins   696094  
 

ADDRESS: Christ Church Parish Office, Malvern Road, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL50 2JH 



FINDING ANSWERS               

As students in year 11 will not be taking their GCSEs 
this year, they will miss out on the annual press frenzy 
that happens shortly after results day. According to 
some commentators, if there is a record number of 
passes, then the exams are getting easier. If the results 
are worse than expected, then the children must be less intelligent or the 
schools teaching them have failed. But there is always more to a set of 
results than a single brush stroke report might imply. 
 
Look back a couple of years and there were some articles about the difficult 
nature of at least one of the GCSE exams that Summer. One recorded how 
students had left their EdExcel Maths paper and taken to social media to 
complain that one of the questions was “impossible”. The truth of the matter 
was that it was indeed very difficult, but for the most mathematically able 
of the students it was solvable. 
 
Another more amusing account came from the GCSE Chemistry paper, 
where a short teaser posed to students near the beginning asked them to 
finish the sentence: “Limestone is Calcium ______.” If there was any doubt 
over the answer from those taking the exam, a cursory glance through the 
rest of the paper would have helped considerably. One of the questions 
further on began with the statement: “Limestone is Calcium Carbonate.” 
 
It was a show of uncharacteristic magnanimity from the exam board.  
 
Those who read the Bible can have similar experiences. For some it is a 
mystery, confusing and impenetrable. For others it contains the answer to 
any question you care to throw at it, if only you study it with enough care 
and for long enough.  
 
From a time when only those with years of learning and knowledge of 
Hebrew and New Testament Greek could speak with clarity about the Bible, 
we now have umpteen varied translations in English. They all have 
something to commend them. From the beauty of the 400 year-old King 
James Version, which has contributed so much to our culture, to the Good 
News Bible, with its turn of speech that has a great deal more modern tone 
to it. Each enables us to hear God speak through ancient words. 
                       [Cont’d…] 

3 

 



It may not be the place you go to find answers to the questions of what is 
the best thing to eat, which holiday destination might be good, or whether 
your choice of wall colour is truly holy.  
 
But for a glimpse into the mind of God, and the story of his promise of hope 
to a broken world, there’s no better place to start. 
 
Rev Canon Simon Heron 

 

OUR COVID-19 SUPPORT TEAM 
 

Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to help 
vulnerable and self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways – from 
shopping and collecting prescriptions to phone support and sending letters. 
Some of these volunteers are from the congregation whilst others have 
contacted Christ Church, keen to do all they can to assist others during this 
time of crisis.  
 
Whilst we are a small group, we are open to serving people within the whole 
Cheltenham area. 
 
To request help, please contact : 
Tina on 01242 512246 
Sara on 07974 355845 
or email: Christ Church Covid-19 team 

 

FEATHERED FRIENDS 
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Christ Church tower has been home to a pair 

of Peregrine Falcons for several years. 

Whilst the building has been closed, they 

have produced four chicks. The species 

prefers to nest high up, and can also be 

found at Salisbury Cathedral.  
 

Our grateful thanks to Dave Pearce of 

Gloucestershire Ornithological Group for his 

photos and advice on the care of these birds. 

 

mailto:christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com


MESSAGE FROM OUR WORLD MISSION COMMITTEE 
 
The Christ Church Without Walls Service on 21st June will have the focus 
of World Mission. There will be Special updates from our Mission Partners 
as well as news from several other causes we have been supporting over 
the last year including a £1000 Donation to the Cheltenham and Gloucester 
Hospitals Charity COVID-19 Rapid Response Appeal, who replied to our 
donation with this letter: 

Thanks to your support we have already been able to provide boost boxes to give 
refreshment for teams as they work intensively to care for patients. We have 
established our first Staff Sleep Pods as fully equipped spaces for staff to take a break 
during periods of intensive work, and have purchased fold out beds and reclining 
chairs to help staff rest and recuperate. 

Through our ongoing appeal we aim to fund further support, continuing to provide 
boost boxes and creating further Sleep Pods with fold out beds and chairs. We also 
aim to fund wellbeing resources and counselling support to help NHS staff alleviate 
stress while working under constant pressure. 

Cheltenham and Gloucester Hospitals Charity, is the official charity for 
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. Our aim is to create a comfortable 
and positive environment for all of our patients and staff, investing in improvements 
to our buildings, in state of the art equipment and extra care over and above that 
provided by the NHS. 

Charitable support enables us to invest in projects that make the hospitals better for 
everyone in the community, and our work each year helps patients across every area 
of the hospital, benefitting patients with cancer, heart or respiratory conditions, 
dementia, stroke, emergency patients and babies who need medical support. 
Recently funded projects include new CT Scanners and digital Mobile X-ray 
technology through our Scanner Appeal, new equipment and improvements for 
cancer patients in the Gloucestershire Oncology Centre and jaundice meters to 
safeguard new babies from serious illness.  

We would like to thank you once again for supporting our NHS staff through our 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Appeal. 

Yours sincerely 

Steve Salter, Finance and Grants Officer 
Cheltenham and Gloucester Hospitals Charity 
 

Mandy Whitefield, Chair of World Mission 
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NEWS FROM OUR TWO MISSION PARTNERS: 

   

FANCY LOCKDOWN WITHOUT FOOD AND WATER? 

On 24th March Willard was ready to go to Botswana to collect funds. At 
5.20am next morning he messaged to say he had been turned back from 
the border, which was now shut, and could I cancel the $6000 due that day. 
Yes, I could, and did. Phew! 

Four days later the Zimbabwean government announced a three-week 
lockdown: in a country in a food emergency, where most homes have no 
running water on site. Willard was very worried about the children who had 
no food at home, and how they would survive.  

We sent $4000 through an emergency contact in Bulawayo. Willard spoke 
with the local police, gained permission to distribute food because they're 
aware of the severity of the hunger, and found a small miller who was 
willing to deliver to Gulati. The food was more expensive than normal, but 
we had no choice. It's not surprising with inflation now over 800%. 

A video from Willard showed long queues in Bulawayo, waiting for mealie 
meal to be delivered to shops, with the people all packed closely together. 
It's terrifying, with the Coronavirus in the city. No one knows how many are 
infected because there is only one test centre in Harare, 500km away. 

We were 38 food packs short. But some of the families we support have 
two or more children on our register, each of whom gets a food pack. So 
Willard managed to stretch the quantities, dividing the supplies to ensure 
that each household received something. 

Willard's Community Care Programme works in 11 villages. These are in 
Matabeleland South Province, Matobo District. We have been able to send 
more money through for his delivery of food packs to continue.      [Cont’d…] 
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Matilda Project works in three locations of 
Zimbabwe, helping those affected by HIV via 
teams of local volunteers. It is named after a 
Christian lady who died from AIDS. She 
contracted the disease through use of a 
contaminated blade during hand surgery. 



There are more volunteers like Willard, doing similar works in other 
districts. They are aware of the need for social distancing, but it's very hard 
to change behaviours, particularly of children, who don't have access to 
media to explain what is going on and why they should stand well away 
from each other. 

Paul Thistle, who is the surgeon in a busy mission hospital in the north of 
the country, has said: “Zimbabweans are communal. And how do you keep 
a metre apart in overcrowded homes? Have quarantine and self-isolation 
in a one room house? How do you survive without unemployment 
insurance or a savings account? We’re used to living hand-to-mouth; many 
hands and stomachs are empty.” 

On 17th May the President extended lockdown indefinitely, subject to 
review every fortnight. Informal street markets, where millions of small 
traders make a living, are to remain shut while health specialists are 
consulted as to how to reopen them safely.  

But nothing we can do will protect anyone from Covid-19 if it reaches the 
villages. So far they are all clear of infection. Please, will you ask God in 
your prayers to keep everyone safe, as He is our only hope. 

It’s a great relief to be able to do something, for now. Thank you for your 
gifts appearing in the bank account, confirming a great concern for these 
lovely and vulnerable people. 

Wendy Phillips  

email: matildaproject@gmail.com  see: http://www.matildaproject.com/ 
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Willard getting ready for the first 
distribution of food packs during 
lockdown. 

mailto:matildaproject@gmail.com
http://www.matildaproject.com/


 

KEEPING UP WITH STUDIES 

We can’t thank you enough for your incredibly faithful support of our work. 
Since I know you are particularly concerned about Moldova, let me share 
a little about what has been happening there.  
 
Moldova imposed lockdown on 11th March in an attempt to stop the spread 
of Coronavirus. This included shutting down educational establishments at 
all levels. Later, officials from the Ministry of Education asked teachers to 
suggest how students could make efficient use of their time through various 
activities, and online classes were organised so they did not fall too far 
behind with their studies.  
 
As you might imagine, for many, being able to work on a computer at home 
for online lessons is a huge luxury. Thanks to the incredible generosity of 
UK supporters, including one person who fixed up a number of older 
computers, we were able to help 21 scholarship students in Moldova to 
continue their education during lockdown. Our field office was hugely 
thankful for this and openly told us that this was a wonderful blessing.  
 
The young people themselves were overwhelmed too. Ludmilla, who 

comes from a large family, was unable to speak for several minutes after 

the MWB co-ordinator gave her a laptop.  

Another student, Vasile told us: “I am in the 5th year at the University of 
Medicine, and am very grateful for the laptop I received as a gift. I can 
access the electronic library of the University; I can download textbooks 
from which I have to study; I can also do my homework and upload it to the 
University's website."  

One of our scholarships students, Valeria, has started volunteering at a 
Covid-19 centre every day from 8am-8pm. She told us: “I’m not afraid 
because I’m going to become a doctor in the future and know that not only 
easy times await me.               [Cont’d…] 

8 

Mission Without Borders has been 

working in Eastern Europe for 60 

years via local staff and volunteers.  



“I want to make a change in this world through my own example, to serve 
God and thank him for all He has done in my life. The fact that I come from 
a family living on a very low income motivates me even more to dedicate 
my life to saving other lives.” 

As well as giving out equipment for study use in Moldova, MWB staff have 
been busy distributing supplies of food which will last the beneficiaries for 
four to six weeks. 
 

Jos Downey  

email: jdowney@mwbuk.org  see: https://www.mwbuk.org/ 
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Ludmilla is delighted to be using the 

laptop she was given as a gift by MWB, 

for online schooling at home. 

Valeria dressed in her protective 

clothing at a Covid-19 centre where 

she is a volunteer. She plans to train 

to become a doctor after completing 

a general education. 

mailto:jdowney@mwbuk.org
https://www.mwbuk.org/


CHRIST CHURCH CHOIR AND ORGANISTS 

 

Christ Church’s Consecration Service was on 27th January 1840. It began 

at 11am and was not over until nearly 4pm. While there was a raging gale 

outside and as the congregation retired, Handel’s ‘Fix’d In His Everlasting 

Seat’ was performed by George Washbourne Morgan (Christ Church 

Organist 1840-48). He was said to be brilliant, and noted for his pedalling.  
 

A contemporary account says: “It would not be fair to judge the quality and 

power of this instrument by the performance for added to the circumstances 

of it being the first time of its being played upon since completion, the fury 

of the tempest which raged during the whole of the day frequently rendered 

the softer stops almost inaudible in many parts of the church.” 
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The front cover shows a 
photo of Christ Church Choir 
members in 1949 enjoying 
an outing to Weston-super-
Mare (with Winnie Smith 
standing third from right). On 
the left here:  the 1896 Choir. 
This month sees the first in a 
series of articles on our 
Church’s musical history, 
thanks to Tony White.  

 

1931 Choir members had 

to wear black cassocks, 

shoes and hosiery. In 

those days it was thought 

proper for ladies to cover 

their heads, so they were 

given black caps, with 

pom-poms on top. The 

non-robed officials seen 

here included a General 

and two Colonels.   

                            [Cont’d…] 



Gloucester Cathedral Choir sang at the Consecration Service. Under 
Jeremiah Oakley Smith (Christ Church Organist 1848-75) our own Choir 
became: “one of the strongest and most efficient in the town.” This included 
taking part in a Choral Service in March 1863, when it was said: “The whole 
of the performers acquitted themselves in the most satisfactory manner, 
and special Psalms and Hymns were sung for the occasion.”  
 

In the time of Frederick Heath (Christ Church Organist 1875-80) the organ 
was re-sited to the north transept, with pews and part of the gallery being 
removed for this purpose. A new organ was obtained and dedicated in 
October 1895 during the feast of St Michael and All Angels, under 
supervision of Henry Rogers FRCO (Christ Church Organist 1880-96).  
 

The first 100 years or so of our Church’s history saw two world wars, a 
relaxation of many social customs, and a population influx to the town 
(more about that next month). The informal photo below from 1948 reflects 
the changing times. You may spot a few familiar faces. Doris Pike is 
standing third from the right. It is thanks to her legacy that we were able to 
erect the current platform and half-circular steps inside Christ Church.  
 

Tony White 
 

 
 

We are keen to have articles about people and organisations in Outreach. 

If you have an interesting and uplifting story to share, contact the Editor at: 

artseccles@googlemail.com. Deadline for the July 2020 issue is 24th June.  

                                                                                                       11 

mailto:artseccles@googlemail.com


THE EDITOR THINKS ABOUT PUTTING THE LIGHT ON: 

 

It is a bit like asking the Edwardians to install electricity in the house. It may 
actually be safer than putting a lighted flame to a gas lamp, or using several 
candles, but how it works is a mystery. And mysteries can be frightening.  
 
In the first series of the TV drama Downton Abbey, Daisy the Kitchen Maid 
is terrified of touching the light switch, preferring to work in darkness. It is 
not until several years later, when she has been promoted to Assistant 
Cook, that she tells another servant of her change of heart. Along the way 
somewhere Daisy took a step of faith. 
 
Something similar happened to me, a few years after becoming a Christian. 
I felt there was a missing part to my spiritual life. I told a friend after 
Evensong on a Sunday night. They prayed with me and I received a large 
dose of the Holy Spirit. It was shortly after this that myself and some of the 
other church members gained the nickname of: “the 1,000 watt light bulb 
brigade”.  
 
Shirley Collins 
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Mention the Holy Spirit and some people will 
quickly change the subject, or end a conversation, 
moving swiftly away from you (even before the 
days of social distancing). They fear not only the 
emotional outbursts connected to Pentecost, but 
also the idea of placing their trust in something 
they cannot see. 

That could be why I have never had a problem in 

believing the  New Testament accounts of Jesus.  

 

 

A Pentecost Prayer: 
 
Father God, through the Holy Spirit you create new people, empowered  
to speak, demonstrate gifts, and give peace in the name of Jesus. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill me and help me to bless the world with your love.  
 
Amen. 



ZAYTOUN SALES 

Palestinian olive oil and dates are available from Jennie Preece. Please 
call 01242 518048 between 12 noon-1pm on weekdays to arrange to buy.  

 

CHRISTIAN MOBILE LIBRARY 

A new Christian library in Gloucester, run by Kingfisher Church, is providing 
a free loan and delivery service. The books, CDs and DVDs were either 
donated by local churchgoers or bought through a grant, and are available 
for anyone in Gloucester, Cheltenham and the surrounding areas to 
borrow. If you would like to use this facility, just look at the library list on the 
website address below, and call 07775 439093 with your selection. They 
will deliver to your home address on the following Thursday. 

https://kingfisher.org.uk/church-library/  

 

 

Big Music Sunday Service: 14th June, 6.00pm 

 

You are invited to this virtual event, led by The Very Rev Dr John Hall, Chair 

of RSCM Council, featuring choirs from home and abroad. You can join in 

with hymns, songs and responses, and download materials in advance 

including the Service Book from their website address below (a small fee 

is involved). The music includes items by John Rutter, Margaret Rizza, 

Charles Villiers Stanford, and a specially commissioned anthem by 

Thomas Hewitt Jones. 

 
https://www.rscmshop.com/books/RS376/the-big-music-sunday-service 
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HELP TO STOP CRIME 
 

Thieves, burglars and scammers remain active and local Police have 
issued the following advice recently to help protect people:  
 

Keep doors and windows locked, even if you are only in the back garden. 

Do not leave keys near glass doors or windows which can be smashed. 

Lock side gates, making sure that they and fences are high and not easy 
to climb over. Similarly put wheelie bins out of sight so they cannot be used 
as a ladder to climb over gates or onto shed rooftops.  
 

Ensure vehicles have actually locked after parking by trying the doors. Do 
not leave anything visible through car windows, and remove all valuables.  
 

Vehicles with a keyless entry system are particularly vulnerable. If the keys 
are too close to the car it will still open, the car will start and can be driven 
away. Keys are best kept in a container eg tin box, safe, or signal blocker 
pouch (available from Halfords or Neighbourhood Watch).  
 

Beware of unusual emails requesting your personal information. If you 
receive any contact: report@phishing.gov.uk.  
 
Scam phone calls and emails can claim to be from Amazon, HMRC, or any 

of the utility companies, asking for money. Do not give out bank details. 

Call the Police by phoning 101 or use this website to report the matter:  

https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/soh/something-
youve-seen-or-heard/.  
 

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS MOUSE? 
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A large grey mouse who answers to 

the name of Monty is thought to be 

on the way to Cheltenham and is on  

a quest for cheese. He set out from 

Essex ahead of his friend Simon 

Heron, our new Vicar. Call to Monty 

if you see him (stay 2 metres apart). 

file:///C:/Users/Admin/Documents/Outreach%20Magazine/JuneCrime_Prevention_Information.docx%23_top
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/soh/something-youve-seen-or-heard/
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/soh/something-youve-seen-or-heard/


ORGANISATIONS AND LEADERS 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 

Playgroup: 9am-3pm Monday to Friday         }                              243021/      
christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk            }    07989 124492              

Crèche: Sundays from 10.20am Alstone Porch                                              
Sunday Morning Children’s Groups            }                                                    
Youth Nights Last Friday monthly                  } Anna Laszlo  581593                    

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 

Rainbows: Thursday 5pm Bayshill/Lansdown}                                             
Brownies: Thursday 6pm Harwood Hall         }                                                       
Guides: Thursday 6.15pm Bayshill/Lansdown} Maureen Jones  517183 

FOR ADULTS: 

Baby & Toddler Group for Mums & Dads with pre-school children                                     
Monday 1.30-3.15pm Harwood Hall        Sarah O’Meara 513067 

 

Coffee Morning  

Wednesday, 10am-12noon Alstone Porch       Dee Rice  231764 

 

Friendship Club Lunch Club & Afternoon Tea Meetings  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays Harwood Hall       Tina Benney  512246  

MUSIC FOR WORSHIP   

Director of Music:           Tim Ingold   01452 524199 

Choir: Friday, Music Room                                                         
6.30-8pm Trebles, 7.30-9pm Adults 

Worship Group:            Beck Donaldson 01451 860561 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS:                                                                                    
The Matilda Project, Wendy Phillips, matildaproject@gmail.com                   
Mission Without Borders, Jos Downey, jdowney@mwbuk.org 

   ALL ACTIVITIES ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

mailto:christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jdowney@mwbuk.org


 
                WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

Sunday 

8am   HOLY COMMUNION - a said service 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays (Prayer Book) 2nd & 
4th Sundays (Common Worship) 

10.30am 1st Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW 

2nd Sunday FAMILY SERVICE  

3rd Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW  

4th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP  

5th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP  

Children are in church for the first few minutes of each Service,             
and then leave for their Sunday teaching groups:  

Scramblers (Key Stage 1), Explorers (Key Stage 2) and           
Pathfinders (Years 7-9) meet during each 10.30am Service                    
except Family Service. 

CRECHE available each Sunday morning for the under 3s. 

6.30pm  Choral Evensong is held once a month, often on 2nd Sunday. 

Monday to Friday  

8.45am MORNING PRAYER                                                                                      
A wonderful way to start the day. Newcomers welcome to join the group who     
enjoy the benefits of Morning Prayer. We meet for about half an hour. 

Wednesday 

10.30am HOLY COMMUNION BCP 

 

HOME GROUPS for Bible Study & Fellowship                                                               
meet regularly on different days of the week.                                                

Newcomers are always welcome 

      ALL ACTIVITIES ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 


