
Arthur Saunders Vanrenen was born in Lucknow, 
India on 14 December 1862 to Julia (ne ́e Sullivan) 
and General Donald Campbell Vanrenen (Royal 
Bengal Artillery). He was the couple’s fourth child - 
his sisters were Julia Catherine (b 16 July  1853) and 
Flora Alice (b 6 April 1858), and brother Henry 
Stapleton (b 29 April 1860). The Vanrenens had a 
further three sons, George Ranier and Frank Adrian 
(b 24 November 1868) and Walter Campbell            
(b 15 August 1872). 

Arthur was educated privately  in Titchfield, 
Hampshire and then at Cheltenham College from 
1875 to 1881. He was a Day  Boy  and in 1879 
played for the College Football (Rugby) XV. He 
entered the Militia in 1879 aged 17, was gazetted 
2nd Lieutenant on 7 January  1880, and Lieutenant in 
the 2nd Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment on 12 May 
1883. He served at home until 15 February  1885 
when he was sent to the East Indies from               
16 February  of that year until 16  March 1888. He 
returned home until 10 March 1891 when he 
returned to the East Indies until 30 October 1892. 

On the 31 October 1892 he was seconded to 
service with the Straits Settlements (a group of 

British territories located in Southeast Asia) as Wing 
Commander. In the following year he was promoted 
second-in-command of the Malay  States Guides. In 
addition to filling that position he acted as 
Superintendent of Prisons, Selangor, Perak and 
Federated Malay  States; Inspector of Prisons of the 
Federated Malay  States and Commandant of the 
Malay  States Guides for two and a half years. He 
was a member of the Incogniti Cricket Club, the 
Sports Club, London and of all Perak and Federated 
Malay  States clubs. The Taiping Rifle Association 
owes its origin to him. 
On 23 December 1893 Arthur was promoted to 
Captain (in the Lincolnshire Regiment). 
On 28 October 1897 Arthur married Louisa Frances 
Isemonger in Ostend, Belgium. Louisa was the 
eldest daughter of the late Edwin Empson 
Isemonger, formerly  Colonial Treasurer of the Straits 
Settlements. Their first daughter Mildred Isme was 
born on 2 August 1898 and they  welcomed their 
second daughter Joyce Marguerite on 12 May 1903.
Arthur retired from the Lincolnshire Regiment on       
3 January 1903 and was with the Malay  States 
Guides until 1908, being Commandant from 1905. 
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On the outbreak of war in August 1914 he offered 
his services and was gazetted Major, 7th Battalion 
Lincolnshire Regiment on 23 September and 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding 5th Battalion Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers on 3 March 1915. 
The 5th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers was 
raised at Omagh in August 1914, part of Kitchener’s 
first New  Army. They  joined the 31st Brigade,          
10th (Irish) Division and moved to Dublin for training 
then on to Kildare by  early 1915. In April of that year, 
they moved to Basingstoke for final training. The          
10th (Irish) Division was inspected by  Lord Kitchener 
at Hackwood Park on 28/29 May  and on 27 June 
the Division received orders to prepare for service at 
Gallipoli. They  departed from Liverpool on the 9th of 
July  for Lemnos, landed at Suvla Bay  on the 7th of 
August and made an attack on Chocolate Hill on the 
5th and 8th. They were withdrawn from Gallipoli on 
the 19th of September 1915 to Mudros, moving to 
Salonika, landing between the 5th and 10th of 
October. 
Lieutenant Colonel Vanrenen was killed in action at 
Kampanya Dagh, Gallipoli on 15 August 1915; he 
was 52 years of age. According to De Ruvigny’s Roll 
Honour: ‘He was buried on the hill where the battle 
took place.’  

An extract from the battalion’s War Diary  for that day 
reads:
15 August 1915 at 12:15
ANAFARTA SAGIR 135.U.7
The battalion received orders to move in an easterly 
direction and attack Kidney Hill (Anafarta 136.U.5). 
Formation: ‘A’ Coy on the left, ‘D’ Coy on the right, 
‘B’ & ‘C’ Companies in support. Our right to be 

connected up by Territorial Force. The advance 
came under fire about 13:00. Fire at this hour (rifle 
fire) became very heavy and was kept up. The line 
advanced steadily. At this juncture enemy artillery 
fire was concentrated on the advance. About 15:00 
Lt Col Vanrenen commanding the battalion was 
mortally wounded about the same hour the adjutant 
Major Best was wounded. At about 16:30 the 
second-in-command Major Owen was wounded - 
both these officers being put out of action. At this 
hour the line had advanced to 136.Q.4-5. Firing 
ceased 19:15.
Capt Adams OC ‘D’ Coy received instructions at 
20:00 from Gen Hill, GOC 31st Brigade to retire to 
the position held at noon, Capt Adams, then being in 
command of the battalion as far as was known. At 
this juncture ‘D’ Coy with parts of ‘A’ & ‘C’ Coys had 
entrenched themselves and were prepared to hold 
the line until such time as relief came up. Upon 
receiving instructions to retire, Capt Adams sent 
word back stating that he would retire when he had 
collected the wounded which were numerous in the 
vicinity. This was a difficult undertaking - there being 
no stretcher bearers at hand to be obtained. The 
collecting of the wounded being successfully carried 
out by the aid of an oil sheet. By 24:00 Capt Adams 
& Lieut Lindsay with the remainder of ‘D’ Coy had 
collected the following wounded Officers - Major 
Owen, Capt Scott, Lieut McWilliam, 2/Lt Falls,         
2/Lt Darling and about 100 NCOs and men at a 
place where they could be conveniently reached by 
stretcher bearers. There being no possibility of 
stretcher bearers arriving before dawn Capt Adams 
decided to remove the whole some 600 yards to the 
rear under cover from the enemy’s fire. At about 
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03:30 Major Holden, RAMC arrived with stretcher 
bearers. The ground over which the advance was 
carried out was extremely undulated, covered with 
rock and thick bush consisting of broken and 
irregular spurs from the hillside making the advance 
very difficult and exposed to heavy fire.
The total casualties for the day: Officers - Killed 6, 
Wounded 14. Other Ranks - Killed 28, Wounded 
230, Missing 78.
Vanrenen was Mentioned in Despatches. He 
appears in the London Gazette dated Friday, 5 May 
1916 in a list of names “… which through various 
causes could not be included at the time, are now 
added to the list of officers and men mentioned in 
Genera l S i r Ian Hami l ton ’s despa tch o f                  
11th December 1915 (published in a Supplement to 
the London Gazette dated 28th January 1916).” 
The Gallipoli Campaign was regarded as a military 
disaster - about 58,000 allied soldiers lost their lives 
on the Gallipoli peninsula and at least 300,000 
troops on both sides were seriously wounded. 
The following obituary  appeared in the Malaya 
Tribune, 1 September 1915 :

Major Vanrenen killed at the front
The numerous friends of Major A S Vanrenen in the 
FMS Straits Settlements will deeply regret to learn 
the news of the death, though in the fighting line in 
Flanders, of that popular officer. All who had 
intercourse with him were attracted by his charm of 
manner, his affability, and complete control of 
temper. To these qualities he added zeal for his 
profession and earnestness in the fulfillment of his 
duties. He came of military stock, and was the 
eldest of four brothers, three of whom are still in the 
FMS, all sons of the late Lieut-General Vanrenen 
RA.
The deceased officer saw the light amidst military 
surroundings at Lucknow in 1862, and from 
Cheltenham College passed into the Army, receiving 
a commission as Lieutenant in the Second Battalion 
of the Lincolnshire Regiment in 1883. After fourteen 
years’ service in his regiment he was seconded to 
the Malay States Guides as Wing Commander. in 

1897, to be accorded promotion as Second-in-
Command in the following year. 
During Colonel Walker’s term of office as British 
Resident of Perak and leave of absence Major 
Vanrenen acted as Commandant of the Malay 
States Guides for over two years and a half, filling at 
the same time the important post of Inspector-
General of prisons FMS. In these offices he 
combined successfully discipline with tact. He took a 
leading part in all the social functions of Taiping, his 
official residence, and in this was admirably    
assisted by Mrs Vanrenen, daughter of the late       
Mr E. C. Isemonger, former Colonial Treasurer, 
Straits Settlements.
Major Vanrenen was a good all-round sportsman, a 
keen cricketer and a fine shot. After retirement from 
the Guides he took an active part in the planting 
industry, becoming even Manager of Kuran Estate, 
whilst being part owner of a well-cultivated property 
at Lawin in Kuala Kangsar. On the outbreak of the 
war he rejoined his old Regiment, and now has died 
a soldier’s death in a country not far from that in 
which his family had its origin.
Our sincere condolences are offered to the widow 
and family, and to the three brothers, Messrs W C, 
W and F A Vanrenen, who are well-known members 
of the planting community in Perak.
At the time of his death his widowed mother was 
living in a Lodging House at 9 Lansdowne Place, 
Cheltenham and his wife Louisa at Four Winds, 
Rodwell, Weymouth.
Lieutenant Colonel Vanrenen has no known grave 
and is remembered on the Helles Memorial, Turkey, 
Panel 97 to 101. He is also remembered on the 
grave of his father in Cheltenham Cemetery; Christ 
Church Roll of Honour; Cheltenham War Memorial; 
Cheltenham College Roll of Honour; The East India 
Club  Roll of Honour; Ipoh War Memorial; Northam 
Wa r M e m o r i a l ; S t M a r g a r e t ’ s B o o k o f 
Remembrance, Northam, Devon; Bideford Working 
Mens’ Conservative Club Memorial Plaque, Devon 
and the Royal North Devon Golf Club WW1 
Memorial Board.
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