
 

OUTREACH 

FEBRUARY 2021 
 

 

 

ONLINE ISSUE NO. 11 
 



THE PARISH OFFICE IN OUR CHURCH COMPLEX IS OPEN PART-
TIME AND HAS AN ANSWERING MACHINE. FOR URGENT 
MATTERS CONTACT THE VICAR OR CHURCHWARDENS. 

 

Vicar:   Rev Simon Heron  515983 (Day off 6pm Fri-6pm Sat) 

Churchwardens:  Barbara Lucas    228616/07912 345056                             
Sarah O’Meara    513067 

Licensed Readers: Andrew Judge    07813 401685                                      
David Laszlo    581593                                   
Angela Smith    238232                                  
Amanda Thiselton   07884 370925 

Pastoral Co-ordinators:    Tina Benney  512246                                        
with Anne Chapman & Chris Eddershaw 

Weddings Administrator:  Angela Smith   238232  

Youth & Children Team:  Anna Laszlo   581593  

CHRIST CHURCH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL (Voluntary Aided):                     
Head Teacher:     Mrs Kerry Pope 523392 

Church Complex Manager:      578163                                   
Parish Administrator:        578163 
 

Safeguarding Officer:    Mandy Whitefield 511919 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  
Lay Vice-Chair: Ian Kirkwood    581883                          
Treasurer:   Philip Whitefield   511919  
Secretary:   Jennie Preece    518048  
Electoral Roll Officer &                                                                            
Vicar’s Secretary:  Virginia Mullan    231006  
 

Church Flower Secretary:   Penny Kirkwood  581883 
 

Outreach Magazine Editor: Shirley Collins  696094 
 

ADDRESS: Christ Church Parish Office, Malvern Road, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL50 2JH 
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OUR COVID-19 SUPPORT TEAM 

 
Christ Church has a small group of volunteers who help vulnerable and 
self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways – from shopping and 
collecting prescriptions to phone support and sending letters. Some of 
these volunteers are from the congregation whilst others have contacted 
Christ Church, keen to do all they can to assist people during this time of 
crisis. To request help, please contact : 
 
Tina on: 01242 512246 
Sara on: 07974 355845 
or email: christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  

 
HOME GROUPS 
 

We have a number of Home Groups offering lively discussion, Bible study, 
prayer, and social contact. These can function via Zoom during Lockdown. 
If you would like to join one do be in touch with me, tel: 07884 370925. 
 
Amanda Thiselton 
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VICAR’S WRITES: WE HAVE ONLY TODAY 
 

Thirty days hath September, 

April, June, and November, 

All the rest have thirty-one, 

Except January, which goes on, and on, and on, and on.  
 

OK. It’s not exactly correct, but in the dark damp days of the New Year, it 
can feel like January will never end. February, which only just reaches the 
four week mark, then seems to race away. Before we know it, winter’s over, 
we’re half way through spring, and it’s not long until summer begins.  
 
Our perception of how time passes may well depend on our stage of life or 
the situation we find ourselves in. Dull and repetitive tasks take forever. Joy 
filled events and happenings are over far too quickly.  
 
The Coronavirus pandemic has impacted so many areas of our lives, that 
it’s difficult to name anything that has been left untouched.  
 
How we relate to time is one thing that has changed considerably in the 
last few months. For people who mark the days of the week by regular 
hobbies or gatherings, their absence leaves a gaping hole. Shops are shut, 
restaurants are closed, and family and friends are unable to visit each other 
– the gap between interactions has stretched.  
 
Even technology, which has enabled some connection digitally at a time 
that personal contact is impossible, is not bound by time.  
 
Crackerjack, the children’s favourite TV programme of a bygone era, began 
with the announcer declaring: “It’s Friday. It’s five o’clock. It’s Crackerjack!” 
The same thing broadcast at the same time every week. If you missed 
it  that was your one opportunity gone. But with the advent of catch-up TV, 
the viewer is the controller of the programme schedule. 
 
We now have this odd relationship with time, where we can appear to be 
the master of it to some small degree, before we become keenly aware that 
time gets the better of us every time. 

    (Cont’d…) 
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God’s relationship with time is not like ours – not least of all because He 
was there before it existed, He began it, and will still be there when it ends.  
 
Knowing and accepting that our time is in God’s hands is incredibly 
liberating. The regrets of the past and the worry about the future can be 
handed over to Him. Which leaves us with the here and the now. 
 
A reality that Mother Teresa summed up beautifully when she said: 
 
“Yesterday is gone.  

Tomorrow has not yet come.  

We have only today.  

Let us begin.” 
 
In the middle of a global crisis, that’s enough. 
 
Rev Simon Heron 

 

LENT COURSE  

 
This year our Lent Course will be based around the Tom Hanks film The 
Terminal. Over five weeks, we’ll watch the film, and see what it has to say 
to us about: 
 

faith  

identity  

loneliness  

punishment  

forgiveness. 
 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm on Zoom – starts on 24th February, then 
sessions are on 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th March. 
 
If you would like to sign up, email:  lent@christchurchcheltenham.com  or 

send a message via facebook. 
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GIVING TO CHRIST CHURCH 
 

If you normally make a regular gift via the collection plate, please do not 
forget about Christ Church while the building is closed.  
 
You can still give by: 

 
 Texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to 

£20), to 70450. So to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give 
£20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs your donation 
plus your standard message rate.  

 
 Posting or putting a gift by cheque through the Church letterbox (in 

the wall by the side gate) which is being emptied regularly by staff.  

 
 Visiting the Christ Church, Cheltenham Website and following the 

Online Giving link on the Home page to Give.net. 
 

Thank you. 
 

 

 CHUCKLE CORNER:  

 

 HYMNS FOR SEASONED CITIZENS 

 
 

The Old Rugged Face 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up 

It is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurt 
Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing 

Amazing Grace, Considering My Age 
Just a Slower Walk With Thee 

Count Your Many Birthdays, Name Them One by One 
Go Tell It On The Mountain, But Speak Up 

Give Me That Old Timers’ Religion 
Blessed Insurance 

Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah, I’ve Forgotten Where I Parked 
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COVER STORY: 

#YOU ARE LOVED 
 
As we begin February and approach both Valentine's 
Day and Lent, it’s a good opportunity for us as a 
church family to express our love and appreciation to our family and friends, 
neighbours and community, and to remind each other that God has an 
amazing love for us all. 
 
Here are a few ideas of how we can do that this month. 
 
The Church will be lit up pink during February as a symbol of God’s love 
for us all. 
 
Make hearts of any size, colour and display them in your windows at home, 
school, or place of work. Hang them in your gardens too. Gloucester 
Diocese have hearts available to be printed and cut out on their website:  
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Hearts-
of-love.pdf  
 
Make hearts to add to the notice board outside the Parish Centre which will 
have a poster declaring that we are all loved. Add a message to your heart 
if you like. These will need to be weather proof: drop them off at the 
Vicarage if you would like them to be laminated.   
 
Send a #You are loved postcard to a friend, neighbour or a local school, 
care home, or business to express your appreciation for them and remind 
them of God’s love. Postcards are available from the Vicarage or inside the 
porch to the Parish Centre. 
 
Encourage your family, friends and neighbours to join in and let’s share the 
love across our community. 
 

Gill Heron 

 

We also added a heart template to the back page this month which can be 

used in a variety of ways – Editor.  

 

7 

 



 
Dear friends 
  
As we reach the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19, we invite everyone in 
our nation to pause as we reflect on the enormity of this pandemic. 
 
100,000 isn’t just an abstract figure. Each number is a person: someone we loved and 
someone who loved us. We also believe that each of these people was known to God and 
cherished by God. 
 
We write to you then in consolation, but also in encouragement, and ultimately in the hope 
of Jesus Christ. The God who comes to us in Jesus knew grief and suffering himself. On the 
cross, Jesus shares the weight of our sadness.  
 
We therefore encourage everyone who is feeling scared, or lost or isolated to cast their fears 
on God. We also know that poorer communities, minority ethnic communities and those 
living with disabilities have been afflicted disproportionately and cry out for the healing of 
these inequalities. During this pandemic, we encourage everyone to do all they can to live 
within the guidelines and constraints given by Government following the advice of the Chief 
Medical Officer and Chief Scientific Adviser. We show our commitment, care and love for 
one another by ensuring we do everything we can to stop the virus spreading. 
 
None of this is easy. Very many of us are experiencing isolation, loneliness, anxiety and 
despondency like never before. Many people have lost their livelihoods. Our economy 
struggles. Also, the necessary restrictions we live with have also prevented us from being 
alongside loved ones as they died, or even at their graveside. All grief profoundly affects us, 
but this pandemic grief is so hard. 
 
Therefore, we need to support each other. We do this by following the guidelines. But we 
also do it by reaching out to each other with care and kindness. 
 
One thing we can all do is pray. We hope it is some consolation to know that the church 
prays for the life of our nation every day. Whether you’re someone of faith, or not, we invite 
you to call on God in prayer. Starting on 1st February we invite you to set aside time every 
evening to pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, this is a time when we need 
to love each other. Prayer is an expression of love. 
  
A number of resources will be made available at: 
www.ChurchofEngland.org/PrayerForTheNation 

                         (Cont’d…) 
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Finally, we write of hope. We are grateful for the hope we have because of the service of 
our NHS and social care staff. What a blessing and lifeline for our nation. We are grateful for 
the service given in local communities by clergy, other frontline workers and so many good 
neighbours. We are grateful for the hope of the vaccine. It is a testimony to the God-given 
wisdom and gifts of scientists and researchers. We urge everyone to take the vaccine as 
soon as it is offered to you. 
 
Most of all, we have hope because God raised Jesus from the dead. This is the Christian 
hope that we will be celebrating at Easter. We live in the hope that we will share in his 
resurrection. Death does not have the last word. In God’s kingdom every tear will be wiped 
away. 
 
Please be assured of our prayers. Please join us. 

 

 

PRAYER ABOUT THE PANDEMIC: BY BRIAN SLEE 
 

Lord God please stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 
 

Heal and restore to full health those who have the virus. 
Help and comfort those who are grieving for loved ones who are dying or have died. 
 

Lord please protect and support the doctors, nurses and health workers treating the 
sick in hospitals, in care homes, and in their own homes, and those testing and 
tracking people to control the spreading of the virus. 
 

Guide the researchers and scientists studying the virus, its spread and behaviour, to 
find ways to control the virus, medicines to heal those who have the virus, and 
vaccines to protect people from getting the Coronavirus. 
 

Please Lord protect and support the essential workers and volunteers, who are 
keeping the country going. 
 

Guide the doctors and scientists advising the Government how best to protect the 
people from the virus and how to keep the country running. 
Guide the Government and Parliament to listen to them and do what is best for the 
country. 
 

Please protect and support our loved ones, family, friends, neighbours and those we 
meet daily. 
 

Amen. 
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CHRIST CHURCH CHOIR AND ORGANISTS: PART 9 
 
Sian Green (née Vickery, pictured left) joined Christ Church 

Choir as a child and is still a member today. Like Ed O’Meara 

(featured previously) she also completed and kept an 

extensive project about her experiences. Extracts including 

details of her earliest achievements are shown below.  

 

    

                 (Cont’d…) 
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Training provided via the 

RSCM, in conjunction with 

preparation for Services on 

a weekly basis, helps young 

members of the Choir to 

develop musical skills which 

can stay with them for life; 

as well as contributing to 

their Christian education. 

New members are always 

welcome. 

The photo on the left was 

taken at the dedication of 

the new Vestry in 1966. The 

enlarged detail below shows 

Jon Ward (centre). 

 

Sian still lives locally and 

has been able to continue 

with Choir commitments. 

Others have travelled the 

world, but are still in touch 

and like to reminisce. 

1960’s Choir member Jon 

Ward has been telling his 

Russian wife Tanya about 

his exploits and they are 

raising their glasses to us 

from their Suffolk home. 

“Cheers!”  
 

Tony White 



SEASONAL THOUGHTS: THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT 

After 2nd February, celebrating Candlemas, we enter into one of the periods 
in the year Anglicans call ‘ordinary time’ when nothing much is happening. 
For Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus, however, the time following their visit 
to the temple was extraordinary: they had to make a long journey to Egypt.  

In Luke 2:22-40, several years pass between the end of verse 38 and the 
start of verse 39. Matthew 2:13-23 explains the events more fully, but we 
tend not to linger on thoughts of the Holy Family in Egypt. This is partly due 
to the fact there are no further references to that time in the Bible; and also 
because we commemorate the slaughter of the innocents by Herod a few 
days after Christmas, rather than a few days after Candlemas. 

Apocryphal writings provide more details, but also, and perhaps more 
importantly, so do today’s churches and monasteries. In 2017 a tour 
operator in Egypt decided to produce an itinerary for pilgrims wishing to 
visit these sites. There are 30 in all, starting East of Cairo, and ending at 
Al-Muharraq in the centre of the country: places the Holy Family visited, 
which fulfil the prophecy in Isaiah 19:19, “In that day there will be an altar to 
the Lord in the heart of Egypt, and a monument to the Lord at its border.” 

Although many of these churches were consolidated into the Coptic 
denomination after St Mark visited Egypt, there is evidence of the Christian 
faith going right back to the flight into Egypt. When we pray for the 
worldwide church we should remember our Egyptian brothers and sisters 
who have suffered much persecution over the past 2020+ years. 

GIVING THANKS FOR VACCINATION 

Bishop Rachel is encouraging people to offer thanks for free vaccines by 
giving to charity. She says, “I am delighted to share with you an exciting 
venture we have helped to initiate. As you and your family members are 
vaccinated, I would like to encourage you to show your thanksgiving by 
making a donation to the work of Christian Aid.” 

If you do so via this link the Diocese of Gloucester will be able to keep track 
of local donations: https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/generosity-
in-thanksgiving-for-vaccinations/ 

12 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gloucester.anglican.org%2F2021%2Fgenerosity-in-thanksgiving-for-vaccinations%2F&data=04%7C01%7CYPenn%40christian-aid.org%7Ce395c494d50a41a1220408d8c7a34b4c%7C9dcc3c2872e94e1bb5112c9bf3bc5878%7C0%7C0%7C637478851436809136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eFt8ozTSDd7%2FjnBN7Y%2F1pWgG6l8896Bv8tNlcXWaAz8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gloucester.anglican.org%2F2021%2Fgenerosity-in-thanksgiving-for-vaccinations%2F&data=04%7C01%7CYPenn%40christian-aid.org%7Ce395c494d50a41a1220408d8c7a34b4c%7C9dcc3c2872e94e1bb5112c9bf3bc5878%7C0%7C0%7C637478851436809136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eFt8ozTSDd7%2FjnBN7Y%2F1pWgG6l8896Bv8tNlcXWaAz8%3D&reserved=0


EDITOR’S ROUND UP: TAKING TIME FOR BEREAVEMENT  
 

The birth of a child is a wonderful thing. For months 
beforehand there is much preparation as family and 
friends share in the excitement, providing gifts with 
perhaps a Baby Shower event, looking at photos of 
scans, and ensuring the expectant mother is doing well. 
Once baby arrives there is even more care and attention 
paid to the whole family. Mum is likely be on maternity 
leave for almost a year. Dad may take paternity leave for 

a couple of weeks or more. Grandparents visit, godparents are chosen and 
hopefully an infant baptism/christening will be scheduled in church.  
 
What happens when someone dies nowadays is a very different story. A 
funeral is normally held within a month. Compassionate time off work of a 
week may be granted for immediate family. However, unlike maternity and 
paternity leave, there is no legal requirement in England for employers to 
provide this. Sympathy messages soon cease to be received. The 
bereaved are expected to carry on as normal. As one grieving widower 
recently observed: “It’s like she never existed.”  
 
In some countries, eg Greece, people in mourning wear black, or a black 
arm band. This practice has largely ceased in the UK, so it is not always 
easy to identify those who are bereaved. Even when in contact with people 
who we know have recently lost loved ones, we can forget they may be 
going through heartache on the inside. They will certainly be trying to adjust 
to a different way of life.  
 
Now that so many people have died from COVID-19 it is likely we will come 
into contact with at least one person going through bereavement. We need 
to be aware, listen for and look out for signs of this, and for clues about the 
well-being and emotional state of others. It’s the Christian thing to do.  
 
Shirley Collins 
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If you have something to say, a poem or prayer to share, or story to tell, 
do be in touch. Email: artseccles@googlemail.com or post your item to 
The Editor, 12 Tanners Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL51 7LH. 
Deadline for the March issue of Outreach is 20th February. 
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   FEBRUARY DIARY 
 
Monday 1st   Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Tuesday 2nd   Candlemas. 
    Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Wednesday 3rd} – Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Friday 5th         }   
Saturday 6th  PCC meet on Zoom for a Vision Morning. 
Sunday 7th   CCWW Online Service available from 10.30am. 
Monday 8th} –  Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Friday  12th}    
Sunday 14th  Valentine’s Day. 

CCWW Online Service available from 10.30am. 
Monday 15th  Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Tuesday 16th  Shrove Tuesday. 

Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Wednesday 17th Ash Wednesday. 

Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Thursday 18th} –  Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Friday      19th}    
Sunday 21st   CCWW Online Service available from 10.30am. 
Monday  22nd} –  Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Tuesday 23rd}    
Wednesday 24th  Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 

Lent Course on Zoom Part 1 from 7.30pm. 
Thursday 25th} –  Morning Prayer on Zoom with Andrew Judge 9-9.30am. 
Friday      26th}    
Sunday 28th  CCWW Online Service available from 10.30am. 
 

AUCTION TASTER 

Our online auction in aid of missions and charities will take place when current 
shopping restrictions are lifted. The varied lots include a framed print of sports 
personalities, a prayer stool, and a sewing machine. The catalogue will be sent 
out when an auction date has been set. Contact the Editor: 
artseccles@googlemail.com if you would like a copy and do not currently 
receive the weekly Christ Church email. 
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ORGANISATIONS AND LEADERS 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 

Playgroup: 9am-3pm Monday to Friday         }                              243021/      
christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk            }    07989 124492              

Crèche: Sundays from 10.20am Alstone Porch                                              
Sunday Morning Children’s Groups            }                                                    
Youth Nights Last Friday monthly                  } Anna Laszlo  581593                    

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 

Rainbows: Thursday 5pm Bayshill/Lansdown}                                             
Brownies: Thursday 6pm Harwood Hall         }                                                       
Guides: Thursday 6.15pm Bayshill/Lansdown} Maureen Jones  517183 

FOR ADULTS: 

Baby & Toddler Group for Mums & Dads with pre-school children                                     
Monday 1.30-3.15pm Harwood Hall        Sarah O’Meara 513067 
 

Coffee Morning  

Wednesday, 10am-12noon Alstone Porch       Dee Rice  231764 

 

Friendship Club Lunch Club & Afternoon Tea Meetings  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays Harwood Hall       Mandy Whitefield 511919 

MUSIC FOR WORSHIP   

Director of Music:           Tim Ingold   01452 524199 

Choir: Friday, Music Room 7.30-9pm 

Worship Group:            Beck Donaldson 01451 860561 

ACTIVITIES EXCEPT PLAYGROUP ARE SUSPENDED. CONTACT 
LEADERS FOR LATEST NEWS/ZOOM MEETINGS. 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS:                                                                                    
The Matilda Project, Wendy Phillips, matildaproject@gmail.com                   
Mission Without Borders, Jos Downey, jdowney@mwbuk.org 

mailto:christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jdowney@mwbuk.org


 

#YOU ARE LOVED 
 

Heart for colouring in and hanging up/or use as a template. 
 

 
 

 


