
 

FAMILY TIME 

AND ‘OPEN THE BOOK’ 

 

‘Family Time’ 

 

Amanda and I led 6 sessions again last year but we couldn’t have done so without our amazing 

team of about 10 helpers each time.  We have continued to meet at Gloucester Road School 

but we advertise the event at Christ Church Primary and at church.  After themed crafts and 

games, David Laszlo told the stories of Easter, the Prodigal Son, the lost sheep, Pentecost and 

Advent, always with an emphasis on God’s love for each and every one of us. We also held a 

‘Light Party’ in October. We continue to finish with a meal together, thanks to the willingness 

of team members to cook and bake! 

 

Numbers have remained steady with 35-40 guests each time, but only a few have been able to 

come regularly, which makes building friendships a challenge.  The majority of those who 

come don’t attend any church as far as we know, though it’s lovely to see Christ Church 

families as well. We were encouraged to welcome one young mum and her son to church in 

recent months – please pray she’ll come again.  This initiative for mission and outreach to 

children means that we have been able to receive diocesan funding through having our Parish 

Share reduced by £750, enabling this valuable work to continue this year. We would love to 

hear from anyone who would like to join the team or commit to praying for us. Thank you. 

 

‘Open the Book’ assemblies 

 

Two teams, one led by Nikki Seville at CCPS and one led by Jennie Preece and me at 

Gloucester Road Primary, have continued to take fortnightly assemblies using the ‘Open the 

Book’ resources. The Christ Church team continues to be in desperate need of new members – 

they meet soon after 9.00 on alternate Wednesdays and are finished by 10.30. If you can help 

we’d love to hear from you!  The Bible stories we tell are always well received, with the 

children keen to take part. 

 

Once again, we gave the Scripture Union booklets, ‘It’s your move’ to all Year 6 leavers from 

both schools. Both schools are grateful for these and for the assemblies we lead and we continue 

to pray for good relations with each school so that the children can continue to learn about 

God’s love for them. 

  

Four of us were able to attend the 20th Anniversary service at Gloucester Cathedral last 

summer, a wonderful celebration in a filled-to-capacity cathedral.  

 

Maureen Jones 

 
 


