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Covid-19 Outreach Support Team
Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to support vulnerable and
self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways - from shopping and collecting prescriptions to phone
support and sending letters. For more information, email christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com

Pastoral Care
If you, or someone you know, is in need of pastoral care, please call Tina Benney on 01242 512246
or Rev Simon Heron on 01242 515983.

National Day of Reflection - Tuesday 23rd March
The National Day of Reflection looks to reflect on our collective loss,
support those who've been bereaved, and hope for a brighter future.

We’ll be stopping for a minute's silence at midday, after which we’ll be tolling our church bell and
then praying - this will be live on the Christ Church Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchchelt/

At 8pm, we’ll be lighting candles to ‘share the light’, and praying again. If you’re able to have a lit
candle visible from a window in your home, that will contribute to encouraging our friends and
neighbours as we mark this moment.

More details from the Marie Curie or Church of England websites:
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/national-day-reflection
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/get-involved/day-of-reflection

Electoral Roll
From Sunday 21st March 2021 we are carrying out our annual revision of the Electoral Roll, so please
let our Electoral Roll Officer, Virginia Mullan at thisisvbm@hotmail.com, know if any of your details
have changed. If you are not already on the roll and would like to join, application forms are available
inside the iron gate of the church hall. They were also attached to Simon’s CCWW email on 6th
March. The roll then closes on Saturday 3rd April 2021 until after the AGM.

Liverpool Cathedral Lent Lectures - Liberty to the Captives
Liverpool Cathedral have put on a Lent lecture series, looking at how we as
Christians can address the legacy of past engagement with the transatlantic slave
trade and support the ongoing aspiration to end modern-day slavery in all its forms.
See here for more information, or access the videos on their YouTube channel.

Chichester Cathedral Lent Lectures - Christian Perspectives for Shaping the New Normal
What will life after Covid be like? What can we hope for? What values will shape the New Normal?
Christian insights have much to offer in response to this deeper challenge, and they are explored in
this series of Lent lectures from Chichester Cathedral. See here for more information, or access the
videos on their YouTube channel.

Sermon Slam
Can you imagine preaching a sermon about a Bible passage in just 180 seconds?
What insights and views would you bring? What challenge should you deliver? What
encouragement could you give? Now is your chance to enter the Cheltenham
Christian Arts Festival’s third Sermon Slam. For the very first time, the event final
will be live online. For more information, visit
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/sermon-slam-3-minutes-for-a-message/
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Daily Morning Prayer 9-9.30am on Zoom
Join us for Daily Morning Prayer online. Email Andrew for a Zoom link (andrew.judge50@gmail.com).

Lent Course
In our 2021 Lent Course, taking place on Zoom, we are examining
issues of identity, loneliness, forgiveness and faith using the Tom Hanks
movie, 'The Terminal'.

Tuesdays 2pm from 23rd February, or Wednesdays 7.30pm from 24th February.
Email lent@christchurchcheltenham.com to book your place.

Meditation for Lent
At the heart of Christianity there is an ancient tradition of silent prayer, which allows us to be fully
present to the gift of our life and a haven of peace for those around us, through the disciplines of
stillness and awareness. Join us for a series of meditation sessions every Saturday morning
9.30-10.15am throughout Lent. For more information and a Zoom link, contact Rachel Candlin at
rachel.candlin@hotmail.com

Support Christ Church financially
You can give by texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to £20), to 70450. So
to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give £20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs
your donation plus your standard message rate. You can also give any amount online by visiting
http://www.give.net/Christ_Church_Chelt - Thank you!

Prayers

We give thanks for creation and for signs of spring and new birth. We give thanks that we live in a
beautiful area and we look forward to being able to get out and about more.

We give thanks for all those who have already received the vaccine and pray that the government will
be able to fulfil its pledge to have all adults vaccinated by the end of July. We pray that the supply
chain can be maintained without further disruption.

We give thanks for our weekly YouTube services but we look forward to being able to meet together
again in church. As we look towards Easter and beyond, we pray that your Holy Spirit would fill us
with your life and inspire our worship.

We pray for our children and young people, having returned to school and college. We pray that they
can make up for lost ground and be allowed to catch up at their own pace, whilst receiving the help
and support which they need.

We thank you for our children’s worship and for all those who have made it possible, and we pray for
a successful children’s programme going forward as we return to worshiping in our church building.

We thank you for our homes and the security that most of us are able to enjoy but we pray for those
around the world who are without homes and without even the most basic of necessities.

We pray for countries torn apart by war and conflict, remembering especially the peoples of Yemen,
Afghanistan, Syria and Myanmar.

We pray for those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, remembering especially Chris and June
Eddershaw, Jane Heaton, Tina Holland, Rose Marville, Christine Melville, Dee Rice, Ros Saunders,
Daphne Simpson, Rosemary Singer, Brian Slee, Tim Smith, William Staight, Anne Standish, Jane
Weston, Keith White and Hazel.

We pray too for the bereaved, especially for the family and friends of Topsy Southgate. Topsy died on
Monday 15th March. We pray for her two sons Christopher and David and their families and for her
many friends grieving her loss.

‘You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in your word.’ Psalm 119:114 NIV
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