
Christ Church Notice Sheet 21st February 2021                  
 
Covid-19 Outreach Support Team  
Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to support vulnerable and 
self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways - from shopping and collecting prescriptions to phone 
support and sending letters. For more information, email christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  
 
Pastoral Care 
If you, or someone you know, is in need of pastoral care, please call Tina Benney on 01242 512246 
or Rev Simon Heron on 01242 515983. 
 

#YouAreLoved 
February is a good opportunity for us as a church family to express our love and 
appreciation to our family and friends, neighbours and community and to remind 
each other that God has an amazing love for us all. 
 
As part of this initiative, we’ll be inviting our children’s groups and children at the 
primary schools in the parish to make hearts to be pinned on to the notice board 
outside the parish centre. If you’d like to be involved in making hearts of any size, 
colour and display them in your windows at home, in your garden or at place of 
work, have a look at the Gloucester Diocese website where you can find hearts 
available to be printed and cut out  
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Hearts-of-love.pdf 
 

You could also send a ‘You Are Loved' postcard to a friend, neighbour or a local school, care home or 
business to express your appreciation for them and remind them of God’s love. Postcards are 
available from the Vicarage or inside the porch to the Parish Centre - there are plenty to go around! 
 
Lent Course  
In our 2021 Lent Course, taking place on Zoom, we'll be examining 
issues of identity, loneliness, forgiveness and faith using the Tom 
Hanks movie, 'The Terminal'.  
 
Tuesdays 2pm from 23rd February, or Wednesdays 7.30pm from 24th February.  
Email lent@christchurchcheltenham.com to book your place. 

 
New Verger Opportunity 
Could you see yourself as a Verger? Christ Church are currently looking for a new 
Verger to assist the vicar in opening up the church for weddings, funerals and 
confirmation services. This could involve tasks such as reserving car parking spaces, 
setting out candles and manning the sound desk (training given). It could also possibly 
be a shared role.  
 

If you would like to hear more about this very flexible and valued role please do give the Wardens a call: 
Sarah 01242 513067 or Barbara 07912 345056. Colin Masey has done the role admirably but has now 
decided to step down - he would also be happy to speak to anyone who might be interested on 01242 
693116. 
 
Meditation for Lent 
At the heart of Christianity there is an ancient tradition of silent prayer, which allows us to be 
fully present to the gift of our life and a haven of peace for those around us, through the 
disciplines of stillness and awareness. Join us for a series of meditation sessions every 
Saturday morning 9.30-10.15am throughout Lent. For more information and a Zoom link, 
contact Rachel Candlin at rachel.candlin@hotmail.com 
 
Daily Morning Prayer      9-9.30am on Zoom 
Join us for Daily Morning Prayer online. Email Andrew for a Zoom link (andrew.judge50@gmail.com). 
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Sports Leadership Online Course for Young People in Years 9-11 
Do you know any young people that naturally engage in sport? Do they want to 
see a difference in themselves as well as the communities they are in?  
 
Psalms are running an online introduction to sports leadership, which will help 
young people explore the role they have in shaping their friend circles, sports 
clubs and youth groups. Suitable for anyone in years 9-11, whether they have a 
strong faith or none at all. The online course will run on Mondays, 5-6pm, starting 
8th March. For more information, here is an introductory video, and  

   to sign up, please contact Dave Moller: dave.moller@psalms.uk.net  
 
The Prayer Course - Mondays 7.30pm from 1st March 
Have you ever wondered how other people pray? Is there a right way? 
Maybe you have questions and doubts about why prayers might not 
seem to be answered. Pete Greig, the founder of 24-7 Prayer, wrote a 
book about it which has been turned into an 8 session course. This 
online course is being led by the Diocese of Gloucester. To watch an 
introductory video, and to book your place, head to 
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/event/the-prayer-course/.  
 
Being a Christian in your Primary School Community - Interactive Online Workshop 
Thursday 4th March 12-1.30pm 
Whether you are a pupil, parent, teacher, governor, or associated with a primary school, living a 
Christ-centred life every day brings God’s love, hope and blessing into the life of that community. Can we 
really be openly distinct Christians in primary schools today? Questions answered, situations explored, 
dilemmas discussed. For more information, and to book your place, visit the Diocese website here 
 
#LaptopsForLearning 
In Cheltenham, thousands of local children are home-schooling, and many do not have suitable IT 
equipment. We are looking for working laptops, iPads and tablets with chargers that are no more than 
7 years old. Find out how to donate at https://nclbcheltenham.org.uk/laptops-for-learning  
 
Support Christ Church financially  
You can give by texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to £20), to 70450. So 
to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give £20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs 
your donation plus your standard message rate. You can also give any amount online by visiting 
http://www.give.net/Christ_Church_Chelt  - Thank you!  
 
Prayers 
We pray for those leaders of the world who are tempted by the lure of power, without considering 
the cost to others. We pray for countries where justice seems far away and where human rights 
are ignored. Let us remind those in power that prisoners are not forgotten. 

We pray for our own leaders and ask that you would give them wisdom as they seek to balance 
conflicting pressures of public health and the economy. 

We pray for the church, that it may be a sign of God’s light and goodness in the world and a 
beacon of hope in the darkness.  

We ask you to pour out your Holy Spirit on Christ Church so that we can show your love to each 
other and the local community.  We pray that you will show each one of us the part that you want 
us to play in the life of our church family. 

We pray for those who feel isolated, alone, tested or tempted as you were.  
 
We pray for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, especially Chris and June Eddershaw, 
Jane Heaton, Tina Holland, Rose Marville, Dee Rice, Ros Saunders, Daphne Simpson, 
Rosemary Singer, Tim Smith, Topsy Southgate, William Staight, Anne Standish, Jane Weston, 
Keith White and Hazel. 
 
We pray too for the bereaved. 
 
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’  2 Cor 12:9 NIV 
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