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Covid-19 Outreach Support team  
Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to support vulnerable and 
self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways - from shopping and collecting prescriptions to 
phone support and sending letters. For more information, see the church website or email 
christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  
 
Personal prayer 
While churches are closed for services, Christ Church will still offer space for personal 
prayer. This will be the usual weekly opening on Wednesdays 10-11am. Government 
guidance on social distancing and face coverings will be followed, look out for signs showing 
where you can sit. 
 
Book pews for Christ Church Christmas services 
Christmas will be different this year, but Christ Church will still be offering the usual services 
so that we can celebrate and worship together. To stay safe, social distancing will be 
followed and a ticketing system will be in place to make sure the church isn't overcrowded.  
 
Here are the services you can book: 
Carols by Candlelight - Sat 19th and Sun 20th at 6.30pm 
Brass by Candlelight - Mon 21st at 4pm 
Midnight Communion - Thurs 24th at 11.30pm 
Christmas Day - Fri 25th at 8am and 10.30am 
 
Book your tickets on this website: www.ticketsource.co.uk/christ-church-cheltenham  
 
A Carol by Candlelight service will also be available on YouTube at the same time as the 
one in church on Sun 20th, and there will be an online Christingle Service on Thurs 24th at 
3pm. 
 
Christian Arts Festival Eden Exhibition - 3 – 7 December, 10am – 5pm 
Ever hopeful restrictions will allow, the art exhibition “Eden… Restoring Paradise” will be 
displayed in the Montpellier Gardens Gallery. The competition was tough this year, so you 
are in for a treat! Only 8 at a time will be able to view the exhibition. 
 
Meditation in the Christian tradition  - 5 December, 10am-12 noon 
At the heart of Christianity there is a tradition of contemplative practice, turning to God’s 
presence within through stillness and awareness. Ultimately, meditation is not about 
mastering techniques, it’s about relationship. It’s the quiet, steady work of simply being here, 
fully present to the gift of our life. Join Chris Whittington for an experiential workshop 
introducing meditation as an ancient way of prayer and peace. There is no cost but there will 
be a chance to give a small donation. See here for a flyer with more details.  
If anyone is interested they need to contact Rachel Slater (rachel.candlin@hotmail.com) or 
Amanda (amanda.thiselton@yahoo.co.uk) or 07884 370925 who will send the zoom link. 
 
Ways to save the planet from home 
Many of us want to take action to help tackle climate change which is already affecting nature as 
well as people worldwide. Right now it might feel harder to take action - but there are many 
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climate actions you can do from home. See this website for inspiration: 
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/pledge-at-home  
 
Helping our communities this Christmas 
This Christmas, many people will be in difficult situations and linking with organisations 
across the diocese, we are sharing some positive ways you can make a difference in 
people’s lives. See the following webpage for ways to help bring cheer to GARAS and HMP 
Eastwood Park this year: 
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/how-can-i-help-this-christmas/  
 
Get involved in the Big Christmas Carol Service - 12 December, 6pm 
The RSCM will be hosting an exclusive free joint Christmas Carol Service together with the 
Churches Conservation Trust. led by the Very Revd Dr John Hall. There will be readings and 
contributions from some very special guests including the Rt Hon Theresa May MP, 
Alexander Armstrong and Timothy Bentinck (‘David Archer’); and a wide variety of music 
including John Rutter conducting one of his own carols. Broadcasting from the beautiful All 
Saints' church in the heart of Cambridge, the music will include well-known and loved 
favourites, as well as approachable new carols. Click the link for details on how to get 
involved: https://www.rscm.org.uk/online-resources/the-big-christmas-carol-service/  
 
Support Christ Church financially  
You can give by texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to £20), to 
70450. So to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give £20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. 
This service costs your donation plus your standard message rate. You can also give any 
amount online by visiting the http://www.give.net/Christ_Church_Chelt  - Thank you!  
 
PRAYERS: 
 
On this first Sunday of Advent we pray that you would come into our hearts and 
our lives. May we allow you to guide us in all things and we pray that we might 
know your joy and that in turn we might enrich the lives of others by our words 
and actions. 
 
We pray that your presence might bring more light into areas where there is 
already great joy, being ever thankful for all the good things we are able to enjoy. 
But we pray also that your light might reach the darkest of places too, where 
there is pain and suffering. May you bring comfort and hope in all circumstances. 
 
We give thanks for the skill and efforts of all the scientists who are developing 
vaccines to protect us from Covid-19. We thank you that already three successful 
vaccines have been found in record time and we pray that all parts of the world 
will receive protection from this deadly disease. We pray also that scientific 
progress might be made in the treatment and possible cure of other diseases 
which afflict the lives of many. 
 
We pray for our nation as it comes out of lockdown and the new tier system is 
introduced. We pray that people will adhere to these new rules and that the R 
rate can be kept down. We pray that families will be able to visit their loved ones 
in nursing homes and that many families can be safely reunited over Christmas. 
 
We pray for the peace of the world, remembering all areas where there is war or 
conflict. We pray also for refugees everywhere, that they might find places of 
safety. We pray for a fairer world, where resources can be more evenly 
distributed and a greener and more sustainable world 
 
We pray for those who are sick in body and in mind especially: Manal Al-Badish, Julia 
Bamford, Ghazi Chehaib, Chris and June Eddershaw, Mary Edwards, Jane Heaton, Tina 
Holland, Grace Hood, Pam Jenner, Rose Marville, Daphne Simpson, Rosemary Singer, 
William Staight, Anne Standish, Jane Weston, Keith White, Paul and Zak.  
 
We pray too for the bereaved, especially the friends and family of Constance Guerrier.. 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love endures forever. (Psalm 107:1 NIV) 


