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THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
IF YOU NEED TO CONTACT SOMEONE URGENTLY PLEASE 
TELEPHONE THE VICAR OR CHURCHWARDENS AS BELOW 

 

Vicar:   Rev Simon Heron  515983 (Day off 6pm Fri-6pm Sat) 

Churchwardens:  Barbara Lucas    228616/07912 345056                             
Sarah O’Meara    513067 

Licensed Readers: Andrew Judge    236930                                      
David Laszlo    581593                                   
Angela Smith    238232                                  
Amanda Thiselton   690319 

Pastoral Co-ordinators:    Tina Benney  512246                                        
with Anne Chapman & Chris Eddershaw 

Weddings Administrator:  Angela Smith   238232  

Youth & Children Team:  Anna Laszlo   581593  

CHRIST CHURCH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL (Voluntary Aided):                     
Head Teacher:     Mrs Kerry Pope 523392 

Church Complex Manager: Cherie Skidmore  578163                                   
Parish Administrator:      Rev Julia Hook  578163 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  

Lay Vice-Chair: Ian Kirkwood    581883                          
Treasurer:   Phil Whitefield    511919  
Secretary:   Jennie Preece    518048  
Electoral Roll Officer &                                                                            
Vicar’s Secretary:   Virginia Mullan    231006  
 
CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER: currently vacant  
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: Penny Kirkwood  581883 
 
MAGAZINE EDITOR: Shirley Collins   696094  
 

ADDRESS: Christ Church Parish Office, Malvern Road, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL50 2JH 



FINDING EVIDENCE OF GOD  
 

Have you ever heard of SOCO? It’s a term often bandied 
about in police dramas, and refers to the Scenes Of 
Crime Officers – SOCO for short – the people who go 
over a crime scene recording the forensic evidence, 
sometimes focussing on a single hair or strand of cloth 
to secure a conviction. 
 

Whilst channel hopping recently, I ended up watching the original 1969 film 
of the crime caper The Italian Job starring Michael Caine. If you’ve never 
had a chance to see it – do. There are plenty of quotable classic movie 
lines, some startlingly original scenes – the car chase through Rome in red 
white and blue minis being the most famous – and wonderful performances 
from a stellar cast.  
 

At one point in the movie, the thieves are going over their plan one last time 
in an abandoned building a short drive away from where the heist is going 
to take place. Michael Caine insists that they wear gloves, so that they 
leave no fingerprints, and that they burn anything that might leave any clues 
as to who they were and what they were doing.  
 

Going back 40 years or so SOCO’s work would have been very 
uncomplicated. No DNA sampling or suchlike, but fingerprints would have 
been a dead giveaway. 
 

In the same way that the tools available to the police to examine evidence 
have improved over time, so have the tools available to us to look at the 
Bible. Computers are used to check word frequency or sentence structure, 
looking for patterns to see if an author can be identified. Carbon dating of 
documents has enabled us to see when the earliest biblical manuscripts 
were written. Despite all this the Christian claim that the God the Bible 
speaks of exists, and inspired its authors as well, cannot be proved by 
science. 
 

It is only meeting God in the words that the Bible contains, in the lives that 
speak of him – both those recorded in the pages of the Bible as well as 
numerous individuals since – and in a relationship that God wants to have 
with us, that we can truly know him.  
 

Rev Simon Heron 
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INDIVIDUAL PRAYER AT CHRIST CHURCH 
 

As per Government guidelines, churches can now open their doors for 
individual prayer. Christ Church is offering this service in a safe and 

sensible manner on Wednesdays, 10-11am. Numbers will be limited to 

allow for social distancing: look out for signs showing the direction of travel 
inside the Church and places where you can sit.  

 

OUR COVID-19 SUPPORT TEAM 
 

Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to help 
vulnerable and self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways – from 
shopping and collecting prescriptions to phone support and sending letters. 
Some of these volunteers are from the congregation whilst others have 
contacted Christ Church, keen to do all they can to assist others during this 
time of crisis. Whilst we are a small group, we are open to serving people 
within the whole Cheltenham area. To request help, please contact : 
Tina on 01242 512246 
Sara on 07974 355845 
or email: Christ Church Covid-19 team 

 

GIVING TO CHRIST CHURCH 
 

While Christ Church has been closed for worship our funds have become 
severely depleted, but we still have expenses to cover. If you normally 
make a regular gift via the collection plate, please do not forget us. You can 
give by: 
 

 Texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to 
£20), to 70450. So to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give 
£20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs your donation 
plus your standard message rate.  
 

 Posting or putting a gift by cheque through the Church letterbox (in 
the wall by the side gate) which is being emptied regularly by staff.  
 

 Visiting the Christ Church, Cheltenham Website and following the 
Online Giving link on the Home Page to give.net. 
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THIS MONTH’S COVER STORY: 

Sue and Brian Jenner have both attended Christ Church since they were 
dating and are currently celebrating their 40th Wedding Anniversary. Brian 
joined the congregation as a member of the youth group in his teens. He 
gained a job in forestry at Dowdeswell, but one day had a nasty accident 
and was taken to hospital. There he met Sue, a nurse, who was also a 
Christian… Three daughters and two grandchildren later, they remain one 
of the most active couples in the parish, and send everyone this special 
message: 

   
 

It’s our Ruby Wedding Anniversary on Sunday 30th August 2020. Only two 

of our friends who were at our wedding are still at Christ Church! We can’t 

hold a big party this year due to Covid-19. If you would like to help us to 

celebrate, instead of buying us a bottle of something, or anything else, 

please donate to our chosen environmental and wildlife charity Arocha, and 

select the Czech Republic part of their work via their website: 

https://www.arocha.org/en/donate/ 

     

Thank you! 

 
Sue & Brian Jenner  

 

WANTED: MORE ITEMS FOR AUCTION 

Due to Lockdown restrictions we have been unable to hold our Summer 

Fete this year at Christ Church. We would therefore like to have an online 

auction to boost our fundraising for missions and charities. Several items 

have been donated already, but more are needed. If you have any excellent 

quality goods which could be included we would very much like to hear 

from you. Please contact Shirley Collins, tel: 01242 696094, or email: 

artseccles@googlemail.com 
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Ride + Stride, the annual event that raises thousands of pounds to help 
preserve church heritage, will take place this year on Saturday 12th 
September, 10am-4pm.  

Hundreds of people of all ages will be sponsored to travel by foot, bike, car 
and even by horse between churches in Gloucestershire. The money 
raised as a result will be split between local churches and the 
Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust. 

Over the past 30 years, £2,615,350 has been given in grants to 467 
churches, funding important projects including roof repairs, restorations 
and improved disabled access. Churches across the County can apply to 
the Trust to receive a grant. 

Being part of the Ride + Stride day last year meant that Christ Church 
qualified to apply for a grant. We were given £4,000 which was used 
towards the cost of the new boiler installation.  

If anyone would like to take part as a rider or strider, please see the website 
link: www.ghct.org.uk/ride-and-stride. We will also need some volunteers 
to be on duty at Christ Church for one hour slots during the day to greet 
participants – do contact me if you can help in this way.  

If you would like to donate, please go to the fundraising page I have set up: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/katy-bleasdale 

 

Katy Bleasdale tel: 07776 205290 email: katy@railnews.co.uk 

 

ZAYTOUN SALES 

Palestinian olive oil and dates are available from Jennie Preece. Call her 
on 01242 518048 between 12 noon-1pm on weekdays to arrange to buy.  
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APPROACHING ORDINATION 

 

 

For me, such an exercise has not been a hard one because Christ Church, 
I’ve come to realise, stands squarely at the centre of my early spiritual 
formation. Having spent time working in London as a Youth Minister, I’ve 
often reflected that it’s easy to feel as if nothing really goes in when 
ministering to youngsters. Yet, when I reflect on my own upbringing in the 
church, I can see that this isn’t really the case. Young people may often 
appear switched off and disinterested, but the kindness of a familiar 
congregation, the rhythms of prayer and worship, the feeling that you are 
part of something bigger than yourself – these things all go deep in the 
heart of a young person, and plant seeds that may germinate much later. 
With such seeds in mind, I’m enormously grateful to be able to take this 
opportunity to write a note of thanks to Christ Church for all that you did to 
guide and prepare me for a life of ordained ministry.  
 
To Tim Mayfield, Ted Crofton, Linda Flewker-Barker, and Steve Gray,  from 
whom I learned so much about the shape and pattern of ordained life; to 
Sue Mayfield and all who helped to run the Living Room group that proved 
so influential to my faith and development; to all who have led and sung in 
the Choir; to the Churchwardens (one of whom once caught me climbing 
up the church roof!); and to all members of the congregation who have both 
loved and nurtured me, I say an enormous and heartfelt: “thank you.” My 
ministry thus far has been shaped by the love and Christ-like nature of all 
at Christ Church. All I can hope for my future in ordained ministry is that I 
can communicate the same sense of God’s love and kindness as was 
communicated to me as a child and teenager. Thank you all. 

David Bagnall                                   7 

On 27th September, second waves and associated 
lockdowns permitting, I will be ordained deacon in 
Ely Cathedral. My ordination will mark the 
beginning of what I hope will be a long and happy 
life in ministry. However it is worth remembering 
that it also marks the end of a long process too. In 
the gap between leaving theological college and 
being ordained (which, for obvious reasons, has 
been rather a long one for my cohort) we ordinands 
are encouraged to pray and think about those 
people and places that have influenced us in our 
path to ordination.  



CHRIST CHURCH CHOIR AND ORGANISTS: PART 4 
 
If anyone doubts I have been in 

our Choir since 1951, this photo 

of the boys’ football team will 

prove I was present for a match 

against Tewkesbury Abbey not 

long after I joined in March of that 

year. The Vicar, Canon Spear, 

requested a recruitment drive for 

the re-appearance of boys 

following the Second World War 

years. My Uncle, Aunt and Sister 

were members and persuaded 

me to start as a probationer.  
 

At my first practice I was parking my bike and 

another boy turned up at the same time. It was 

Terry Parker and we both joined on the same day. 

There were about 10 other boys in the Choir 

under the leadership of a young John Beck as 

Organist and Choirmaster. We had two 

rehearsals a week, plus two Sunday Services and 

Sunday School in the afternoon.  
 

Times were tough being a choirboy in those days. 

Newcomers were put through an initiation 

ceremony: either riding in a trailer on the back of 

a bike, hurtling down Great Western Road – 

known as the pitch – and being thrown out at the 

bottom, or being thrust into the Holly bush outside 

the Church Rooms. Ouch! Another game we got 

up to was to try and ascend to the top of the tower 

and take the flag off the pole before the Verger Bill 

Furnell could catch us. Maybe flying a flag once 

more from Christ Church is something we could all 

think about for the future?                                                                (Cont’d…) 
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Canon Spear chatting 

with Charlie White on 

the Choir’s outing to 

Weston-super-Mare in 

1949. 



Choirboys always seem to have been up to 
pranks. In the 1930s they had hassock fights after 
their practice times, when waiting for the adults to 
arrive. Mr Thomas the Organist used to go outside 
in order to smoke his pipe, and returned to find the 
floor soiled with sawdust.  
 
Once the adults had started their practice, the 
boys would push two old bath chairs from their 
porch storage up the hill and then coast down, 
difficult though the steering was. Head Choirboy 
Baker noted in his diary for 1937, that they: “Went 
down the gallery steps in the bath chairs and 
turned turtle at the bottom!” Even after a Vicar's 
warning, they were at it, and once, just got the 
chairs back before he arrived, alerted by a tip-off. 
 
More foolhardy was the sport of ascending the pinnacles and getting 
astride the stonework in summertime. Baker wrote: “21st May, 1937, 
climbed outside of tower to above the clock. 4th June, 1937, went into clock 
room of tower, thence over nave roof.” This meant using the catwalk over 
the wooden ceiling of the nave, not over the outside of the roof. 
 
Thank goodness our mischief was slightly less dangerous or I might not 
have lived to document this history. By the time Christ Church Choir won 
the Somerby Cup at the 1952 Cheltenham Competitive Music Festival I 
was Head Choirboy.  
 
In February 1955 it was exciting to take part in a BBC overseas radio 
broadcast. We were heard in many parts of the world and the reception 
was strong and clear. Afterwards we had news from Iceland, Germany, 
Malta, Eastern Nigeria, on board ship in the Red Sea, Kenya, Aden, 
Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka and Hong Kong. The broadcast was also heard 
in Cheltenham and throughout the UK with varying degrees of success.  
 
Later in the year after a decision was made by the PCC, a complete 
rebuilding of the organ by Nicholson’s took place, along with refurbishment 
of the interior of the Church which was in a bad state of repair.  
 
Tony White 

9 

 
 

Lifelong friends Tony 

White and Terry Parker 

at the 1954 Church 

Fete, on the Choir Ice 

Cream Stall. 



DIOCESE TO HOST HOUSING DEVELOPMENT MEETING 

On 29th September the Diocese of Gloucester is holding a short meeting 
about effective housing development called Living with Beauty. This will 
look at the findings of the Building Better, Building Beautiful Commission, 
published in February this year. 
 
The meeting is being led by the Bishop of Tewkesbury, the Rt Rev Robert 
Springett, who says: “At a time when more house building is being 
promoted, we are committed to working creatively with communities, 
planners and developers to help ensure that where development is right, it 
is done in the best and most responsible way.” 
 
Also in attendance will be Gail Mayhew, a property consultant who sat on 
the Commission, and Charlie Dugdale, of Knight Frank, who has been 
involved in a stewardship initiative and is a partner within London’s 
Residential Development Department. 
 
The event begins at 6pm and is open for a limited number of interested 
people to attend in person. But anyone can join in via Zoom. For more 
details visit: www.gloucester.anglican.org/event/bbbbc  

Contact Katherine Clamp by Monday 28th September to book a place, 
email: kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk  
 
The Zoom link for the meeting is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82446805523 
 

FINAL MONTH FOR ART COMPETITION ENTRIES 

Entries for the Christian Arts Festival 2021 art competition must be received 
by 1st October at: nikki@christianartsfestival.org.  Mark your email subject 
line: EDEN Art Competition Entry. The theme is: EDEN, Restoring 
Paradise – Beauty, Care, Destruction, Restoration. 

There are three age groups: Adult, 12-18, up to 12 years, and entries can 
be in any medium. Prizes can be won in each group. The Adult winner will 
have their entry reproduced on the front cover of the brochure. The judges 
are artist P J Crook, MBE and Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester. More 
details are on the website: http://christianartsfestival.org/sessions/eden-
art-competition-and-exhibition-2020/ 
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IN LOVE  (1 JOHN 4:16)  

“Those who live in love 
Live in God, and God in them.” 
It’s hard at times to have the desire, 
The courage, the understanding, 
The intention, the energy, 
To know how to even begin to live in love. 
There are days when everything within us 
Leans in the opposite direction. 
Thank you for those who inspire us 
To live in love, 
Those who nudge us, who urge us, 
Who light a candle to guide us 
Through the darkness. 
Help us today, please, 
To make those choices that lead to love, 
Those choices that lift up the light, 
Even if we are not aware we are doing that, 
Help us today to want to follow that path, 
To have the energy and understanding, 
The courage and intention… 
For You are Love, and You understand us. 
Thank You. 
“Those who live in love 
Live in God, and God in them.”  

 

Dave Hopwood 
 
 
 
Local residents may remember Dave as a former member of staff at 
Cheltenham Minster & St Matthew’s. He is now a freelance Christian artist 
supported by The Coverdale Trust. If you would like to know more you can 
contact him by email: dave@davehopwood.com 
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NEW GUINEA MARTYRS AND ANGELS 
 

On 2nd September each year the Anglican Church in 
Australia honours the New Guinea Martyrs of 1942.  These 
brave men and women, ten Australians and two Papuans, 
refused to leave their missionary work on the island as the 
Japanese military forces of World War II advanced.  As one 
tribute to them put it: “They, knowing full well the risk, 
elected to stay with their flock.” 
 

They were: John Duffill (carpenter), Margery Brenchley and May Hayman 
(medical sisters), Leslie Gariadi and Lucian Tapiedi (Papuan assistants), 
John Barge, Henry Holland, Henry Matthews, Bernard Moore and Vivian 
Redlich (priests), Lillar Lashmar and Mavis Parkinson (teachers).  
 
A statue of Lucian Tapiedi (shown above) is installed among the niches 
with other 20th century Christian martyrs over the west door of Westminster 
Abbey in London. His killer, taking the name Hivijapa Lucian, later 
converted to Christianity. He built a church dedicated to the memory of his 
victim, which grew to become a diocesan centre. 

Michaelmas, or the Feast of Michael and All Angels, is celebrated on 29th 
September every year. As it falls near the equinox, the day is associated 
with the beginning of Autumn and the shortening of days. 

St Michael is one of the principal angelic warriors, protector against the 
dark of the night and the Archangel who fought against Satan. As 
Michaelmas is the time for the longer nights and colder days to begin, the 
celebration is associated with encouraging protection during these months. 
Historically it was believed that negative forces were stronger in darkness, 
so people would require defensive help during the latter part of the year. 

In the British Isles, a well-fattened goose, fed on stubble from the harvest 
fields, was traditionally eaten to protect against financial need for the next 
year; and as the saying goes: 

“Eat a goose on Michaelmas Day, 
Want not for money all the year”. 
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THE EDITOR: BLESSINGS FROM OUT OF THIS WORLD 

 
I have now been editing Outreach for 12 months. Thank you to all 
contributors and to everyone who has made supportive comments: it is 
really good to have feedback from readers.  
 
It has been a year no one on Earth will ever forget. Before Lockdown I was 
able to attend two dinner events in the Harwood Hall, and to have hosted 
a Fete buffet meeting: which collectively brought me into contact with many 
Christ Church friends and provided happy memories to bless and spiritually 
feed the difficult days to come. 
 
The last time we came together for a Service involved learning to 
communicate with sign language, in order to avoid touching one another. 
Since then some of us have met only through the virtual Harwood Hall. I 
have appreciated the Star Trek pictorial jokes on the ‘magical’ page which 
links our computers so that we can chat together. 
 
You may be familiar with the Star Trek character Mr Spock, who has a 
special hand sign salutation. Did you know that Leonard Nimoy, the actor 
who originally played him, deliberately based this on a priestly blessing he 
had experienced in a synagogue? The sign makes a sort of ‘W’ shape, but 

is the Hebrew letter ‘Shin’ – ש. Here, it stands as a form of shorthand for 

‘El Shaddai’ meaning the all powerful, almighty God.  
 
So until we meet again/or until next month I would like to send this as a 
blessing to you all: “Live long and prosper through the power and in the 
name of El Shaddai.” 
  
Shirley Collins                                        
 
The Jewish hand gesture which was the inspiration for 
the Vulcan salutation.  

 

We are keen to have articles about people and organisations in Outreach. 

If you have an interesting and uplifting story to share, do contact the Editor 

at: artseccles@googlemail.com. Deadline for October is 20th September.  
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The past month has seen a marked increase in the number of people 
accessing help with suicidal feelings. This coincides with the easing of 
Lockdown. It may seem surprising that an apparent improvement in the 
situation brings a greater need for assistance, but it can be explained.  
 
Back in March many people hoped for a short period of tough restrictions 
followed by a return to something resembling their previous life. It has now 
become apparent that our lives will be different for much longer. The length 
of this period is uncertain. For someone suffering with depression this may 
compound their sense of hopelessness.  
 
The continued disruption to psychiatric services is also having a significant 
impact. Some physical medical treatment remains on hold too. And factors 
such as feeling disconnected through furlough, redundancy, or even the 
wearing of masks, are having a detrimental effect.  
 
Suicide Crisis is a registered charity which began in Cheltenham and has 
provided services for seven years. During that time no client has died by 
suicide whilst under their care. If you or someone you know is having 
problems at this time, please see the website: www.suicidecrisis.co.uk 
 

THE JOHN NEWTON PROJECT 

 
Based in Kettering is a small charity called The John Newton Project, 
dedicated to using the great man’s writings to help bring people into the 
Christian faith.  
 
Many of his sermons, diary entries and poems are available to download, 
including those dealing with human rights. John Newton laboured long and 
hard towards the abolition of the slave trade, and became a mentor to 
William Wilberforce. 
 
For more information see the website: www.johnnewton.org 

                                           14 
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ORGANISATIONS AND LEADERS 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 

Playgroup: 9am-3pm Monday to Friday         }                              243021/      
christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk            }    07989 124492              

Crèche: Sundays from 10.20am Alstone Porch                                              
Sunday Morning Children’s Groups            }                                                    
Youth Nights Last Friday monthly                  } Anna Laszlo  581593                    

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 

Rainbows: Thursday 5pm Bayshill/Lansdown}                                             
Brownies: Thursday 6pm Harwood Hall         }                                                       
Guides: Thursday 6.15pm Bayshill/Lansdown} Maureen Jones  517183 

FOR ADULTS: 

Baby & Toddler Group for Mums & Dads with pre-school children                                     
Monday 1.30-3.15pm Harwood Hall        Sarah O’Meara 513067 

 

Coffee Morning  

Wednesday, 10am-12noon Alstone Porch       Dee Rice  231764 

 

Friendship Club Lunch Club & Afternoon Tea Meetings  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays Harwood Hall       Tina Benney  512246  

MUSIC FOR WORSHIP   

Director of Music:           Tim Ingold   01452 524199 

Choir: Friday, Music Room                                                         
6.30-8pm Trebles, 7.30-9pm Adults 

Worship Group:            Beck Donaldson 01451 860561 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS:                                                                                    
The Matilda Project, Wendy Phillips, matildaproject@gmail.com                   
Mission Without Borders, Jos Downey, jdowney@mwbuk.org 

      ALL ACTIVITIES EXCEPT PLAYGROUP ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 

mailto:christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
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                WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

Sunday 

8am   HOLY COMMUNION - a said service 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays (Prayer Book) 2nd & 
4th Sundays (Common Worship) 

10.30am 1st Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW 

2nd Sunday FAMILY SERVICE  

3rd Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW  

4th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP  

5th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP  

Children are in church for the first few minutes of each Service,             
and then leave for their Sunday teaching groups:  

Scramblers (Key Stage 1), Explorers (Key Stage 2) and           
Pathfinders (Years 7-9) meet during each 10.30am Service                    
except Family Service. 

CRECHE available each Sunday morning for the under 3s. 

6.30pm  Choral Evensong is held once a month, often on 2nd Sunday. 

Monday to Friday  

8.45am MORNING PRAYER                                                                                      
A wonderful way to start the day. Newcomers welcome to join the group who     
enjoy the benefits of Morning Prayer. We meet for about half an hour. 

Wednesday 

10.30am HOLY COMMUNION BCP 

HOME GROUPS for Bible Study & Fellowship                                                               
meet regularly on different days of the week.                                                

Newcomers are always welcome 

ALL OF THE ABOVE ACTIVITIES ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR PRIVATE 

PRAYER: WEDNESDAYS 10–11AM. 


