
Christ Church Notice Sheet 7th February 2021                  
 
Covid-19 Outreach Support Team  
Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to support vulnerable and 
self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways - from shopping and collecting prescriptions to phone 
support and sending letters. For more information, see the church website or email 
christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  
 
Pastoral Care 
If you, or someone you know, is in need of pastoral care, please call Tina Benney on 01242 512246 
or Rev Simon Heron on 01242 515983. 
 
Lunchbox Prayers - 1pm Wednesday 10th February  
You are invited to join in prayer as part of Christ Church’s vision-building process, which will be held 
on Zoom: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72175732019?pwd=dktlSjdMdkUreCtscVl4T2cyUG9tdz09 
 
Eco Christ Church 
Christ Church is getting greener this year and the Environment Committee would love your help 
in becoming an Eco-Church. We’re looking for helpers for a range of projects once Covid 
measures allow. Could you do some gardening, litter pick around the parish, or help link-up with 
Christ Church Primary School as they work towards their Eco Schools Green Flag Award? Get in 
touch with Becky Waite at rebecca.waite@aol.com or Sarah O'Meara 01242513067 for more 
details on how you can help! 
 
Generosity in thanksgiving for vaccinations 
Bishop Rachel encourages us to give to Christian Aid to show our thanksgiving for our vaccines. 
“As you and your family members are vaccinated, I would like to encourage you to show your 
thanksgiving by making a donation to the work of Christian Aid. This is a way of us sharing 
Christ’s hope and love with our brothers and sisters across the world who are less fortunate than 
ourselves.” 
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/generosity-in-thanksgiving-for-vaccinations/  
 
Cheltenham Foodbank 
As Covid continues to affect those in our community who are most in need, please consider whether 
you can help by donating food or money to the Cheltenham Foodbank. For information on how you 
can support their work, visit the foodbank website: https://cheltenham.foodbank.org.uk/  
 

#YouAreLoved 
As we begin February, and head towards Valentine’s Day and then Lent, It’s a good 
opportunity for us as a church family to express our love and appreciation to our 
family and friends, neighbours and community and to remind each other that God 
has an amazing love for us all. 
 
As part of this initiative, we’ll be inviting our children’s groups and children at the 
primary schools in the parish to make hearts to be pinned on to the notice board 
outside the parish centre If you’d like to be involved in making hearts of any size, 
colour and display them in your windows at home, in your garden or at place of 
work, have a look at the Gloucester Diocese website where you can find hearts 
available to be printed and cut out  
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Hearts-of-love.pdf 

 
You could also send a ‘You Are Loved' postcard to a friend, neighbour or a local school, care home or 
business to express your appreciation for them and remind them of God’s love. Postcards are 
available from the Vicarage or inside the porch to the Parish Centre - there are plenty to go around! 
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Pause, reflect, pray 
In response to reaching the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19, our 
Archbishops Justin and Stephen invite all to call on God in Prayer. Starting on 1 February we are 
asked to set aside time every evening to pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, this 
is a time when we need to love each other. Prayer is an expression of love. 
 
Open Doors UK - Send Hope to Persecuted Christians 
As mentioned in the children’s spot last week, you can write or send 
drawings to persecuted Christians worldwide through the charity 
Open Doors UK. There’s lots of inspiration and guidance for writing 
on their website https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/letter/  
 
Let’s Be Clear 
Let’s Be Clear is a campaign for clear face masks and clearer communication across Gloucestershire. 
‘We want it to be easier for people who rely on lip reading and facial expressions to communicate and 
connect – people who are deaf or hard of hearing, people with a learning disability, a speech difficulty, 
autism, dementia, or English as a second language are particularly affected’. For more information, 
please visit https://www.letsbeclearcampaign.org/.  
Bishop Rachel has signed an open letter to Gloucestershire as part of this campaign. To read the 
letter, you can find it at https://www.letsbeclearcampaign.org/open-letter/. 
 
Daily Morning Prayer 
Although the Christ Church building is not open for services at the moment, you can still join us for 
Daily Morning Prayer online. It takes place from 9-9.30am on Zoom. There is no commitment to come 
every day - just come as and when you can. Email Andrew for more information, and for a Zoom link 
to join the meeting (andrew.judge50@gmail.com). 
 
Support Christ Church financially  
You can give by texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to £20), to 70450. So 
to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give £20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs 
your donation plus your standard message rate. You can also give any amount online by visiting the 
http://www.give.net/Christ_Church_Chelt  - Thank you!  
 
 
Prayers 
 
We pray for parts of the world marked by violence, unrest, and where people are living in fear 
and danger. We pray for Yemen and Myanmar. And this week we pray especially for Northern 
Ireland, where events have made old tensions rise up and worrying threats have been made. 
Father God, protect the fragile peace in Northern Ireland and bring safety and healing to the 
communities there. 
 
Lord, we thank you for the recent abundant rains for the Matilda Project communities in 
Zimbabwe, the first in eight years. Thank you for the break in the drought, and the fresh green 
growth that communities are seeing in their crops, the good grazing, and the dams filling up with 
water. Thank you, Lord, for the food safety that this gives to the people and thank you too for the 
hope given to them for the future. 

Lord, we thank you for the ways you touch our lives with life and light. We take a moment now to 
think of the times when you have shown us that life and light, and we celebrate your goodness to 
us. 

We pray for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, especially Chris and June Eddershaw, Jane 
Heaton, Tina Holland, Rose Marville, Dee Rice, Ros Saunders, Daphne Simpson, Rosemary Singer, 
Tim Smith, Topsy Southgate, William Staight, Anne Standish, Jane Weston, Keith White and Hazel. 
 
We pray too for the bereaved, especially the friends and family of Colin Inward. 
 
‘Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.’ Psalm 19:14 NIV 
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