
Christ Church Notice Sheet 13 December 2020  
 
Covid-19 Outreach Support team  
Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to support vulnerable and 
self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways - from shopping and collecting prescriptions to 
phone support and sending letters. For more information, see the church website or email 
christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  
 
Street Pastors continue to offer support 
As you might be aware, Cheltenham Street Pastors have resumed patrols following the 
lockdowns. Over this festive period our town needs prayer for people to make sensible and 
safe decisions about going out in the town at night, also for the homeless as it is now very 
cold, many are still being housed in accommodation but some are not. Please also pray for 
the Street Pastors, that God would keep them safe and guide them to those in need of their 
help. 
 
More Street Pastors are needed to continue this amazing work and they will be 
training new recruits in the New Year. For more information about their work and how 
to join, see their website https://streetpastors.org/locations/cheltenham/  
 
Book pews for Christ Church Christmas services 
Christmas will be different this year, but Christ Church will still be offering the usual services 
so that we can celebrate and worship together. To stay safe, social distancing will be 
followed and a ticketing system will be in place to make sure the church isn't overcrowded.  
 
Here are the services you can book: 
 
Carols by Candlelight - Sat 19th and Sun 20th at 6.30pm 
Midnight Communion - Thurs 24th at 11.30pm 
Christmas Day - Fri 25th at 8am and 10.30am 
Book your free tickets on this website: www.ticketsource.co.uk/christ-church-cheltenham  
 
Brass by Candlelight - Mon 21st at 4pm, tickets cost £10 (£5 students), on sale at: 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/cheltenhamchristianarts  
 
A Carol by Candlelight service will also be available on YouTube at the same time as the 
one in church on Sun 20th, and there will be an online Christingle on Thurs 24th at 3.30pm. 
 
Stewards/helpers for Christmas services 
The Wardens are putting together a Stewards’ Rota for Christmas. Please speak to us 
(Barbara 07912345056 or Sarah 01242 513067) if you can help at any of the following times: 
 
Stewards and candle lighters at Carols by Candlelight Sat 19th/Sun20th at 5.30pm 
Stewards on Christmas Eve Thurs 24th at 10.45pm 
Stewards on Christmas Day Fri 25th at 9.45am 
 
Comfort and Joy meal packs from churches to communities 
There are over 3,000 meals going to people across Gloucestershire, cooked up by The Long 
Table and distributed through armies of church community volunteers. Around 75 of these 
have been delivered by Christ Church. Thank you to Barbara, Mandy and Tina for organising 
this loving gift to our community! 
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Personal Shapes for Living 
Have you ever wondered how to grow and develop as a follower of Christ? How to find your 
own way for living life to the full? Personal Shapes for Living, using some the principles of 
the Seeking Shapes for Living Course, offers you the chance to walk alongside a mentor or 
encourager to explore how you might grow in faith as a lifetime journey. Sign up now and in 
January 2021 you will be matched with a mentor/encourager who will help you look at your 
life through the lens of Everyday Faith. Or get in touch if you would like to be an 
encourager/mentor. See this webpage for more information: 
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/perosnal-shapes-for-living/  
 
The Journey: Festive fundraiser for YMCA 
From Monday 14 to Friday 18 December, PSALMS will be running a 90 mile rowing 
fundraiser called The Journey. The aim is to raise money for YMCA Cheltenham, so that 
every client can have a Christmas gift this year. Each day, after school, young people will 
sign up to take on 20 minute slots of The Journey – 10 minutes of rowing on socially 
distanced rowing machines and 10 minutes of exploring The Journey. On Friday the clients 
at YMCA Cheltenham will be rowing and exploring. ‘The Journey’ we shall explore will 
include the journey we are all on, the journey individuals at YMCA have been on and Mary & 
Joseph’s 90mile journey to Bethlehem. This will be explored through questions and looking 
at the stages of their journey in weird and wacky ways via both live stream and rowing sign 
up. For more info and how to donate, see 
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/the-journey-fundraiser-for-ymca/  

Support Christ Church financially  
You can give by texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to £20), to 
70450. So to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give £20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. 
This service costs your donation plus your standard message rate. You can also give any 
amount online by visiting the http://www.give.net/Christ_Church_Chelt  - Thank you!  
 
PRAYERS: 
 
Father God, John the Baptist’s call echoes still in our ears this week, it was “to be prepared”. 
It was also a message of great Hope in the coming Messiah. 

We pray that you continue to show us, in these strange times, how to be both messengers 
and beacons of that Hope. We pray especially for Simon and all church leadership that they 
have the vision, the strengths and the gifts for this task. 

We pray that you bring harmony in the disputes and jealousies that keep people apart, both 
at international and national, and family and personal levels. 

The future of our relationship with the EU is unknown still. Whatever the outcome, we pray 
that “Your will be done”. Bless, with the Spirit of Justice all those who have power over 
others. Help them to exercise that power according to what is right. 

We pray that arrangements for families and friends to celebrate Jesus’ Birth may be with the 
Joy, and Peace and Goodwill announced by the Angels. May those who celebrate physically 
alone know that “God is with Us” and especially with them. 

We pray for a successful and fair distribution of the Covid-19 vaccine throughout your world. 

We pray for those who are sick in body and in mind especially: Manal Al-Badish, Julia 
Bamford, Ghazi Chehaib, Chris and June Eddershaw, Mary Edwards, Jane Heaton, Tina 
Holland, Grace Hood, Rose Marville, Daphne Simpson, Rosemary Singer, William Staight, 
Anne Standish, Jane Weston, Keith White, Paul and Zak.  
 
We pray too for the bereaved, especially for the friends and family of Pam Jenner. 
 
I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness (John  8:12 NIV) 
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