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Covid-19 Outreach Support team                                                                                                             

Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to support vulnerable and self-isolating 
parishioners in a variety of ways - from shopping and collecting prescriptions to phone support and 
sending letters. For more information, see the church website or email 
christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  

Could you help behind the scenes with Christ Church Without Walls? 

We have all been enjoying the YouTube services since the beginning of lockdown, thanks to those who 
have embraced the digital tools available. Behind the people we see and hear in the service, there is a 
smaller team of volunteers, who take it in turns to edit the text and audio-visuals. We are looking for a 
few committed people to join this team on a rota. There are two roles: 

1) Assembling a PowerPoint presentation of text and images provided by the speakers. This should 
be done on a Thursday evening, or early on a Friday morning, and will take around 2-3 hours. 
Experience with PowerPoint is needed.  

2) Editing the video and audio clips together with the PowerPoint and other images, and then 
uploading to YouTube. This is a longer, more technical task to be done Friday afternoon and 
Saturday morning, and will take at least 5-7 hours. This task requires someone with a keen eye 
for detail. Experience with video editing tools is ideal, but other members of the team can give 
training to those looking to learn new skills.  

For more details, contact Amanda on amanda.thiselton@yahoo.co.uk 

A message from Andrew 

Hello everyone! After today I’m taking a break from my duties as a Reader for a while. The period of 
vacancy, which then merged into lockdown because of the pandemic, has been a time of great 
development in my journey with God and I’ve found myself doing many things I’d had little experience 
of before. Along the way I’ve had many encouragements from among the congregation, for which I’ve 
been really grateful, and there has been a real sense of calling and a thrilling awareness of the Holy 
Spirit at work. However, it has also been challenging at times and lately I’ve realised just how low my 
batteries are! So, a break seems a good idea and Simon Heron has been most gracious in accepting this. 
I’m looking forward to some time away, not only with my family but also in a holiday-retreat in the Lake 
District in September. I have lifelong associations with that part of the world and the prospect beckons! 

With love and best wishes, Andrew 

Bishop Rachel reflects on our diocesan LIFE vision 

The LIFE vision was introduced in 2016 and Bishop Rachel has been reflecting on what has happened 
over the last four years, especially in recent months. She notes that the key themes of the vision are as 
pertinent as ever, so as we look to the next five years this vision will not be changed. To read Bishop 
Rachel’s letter in full, go to the following webpage: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/message-from-bishop-rachel-july-21/ 

 

    Christ Church Welcomes the Heron Family! 



Mud, Mess and Mystery – Zoom event on 30th July 

What possibilities can outdoor spaces offer us for intergenerational worship - especially while indoor 
opportunities are limited? Join environmentalist Petra Crofton, Forest Church leader Cate Williams and 
Children and Families Advisor Jo Wetherall as we share our experiences of Explore Creation, Forest 
Church and Welly Church, and explore the potential and guidelines for outdoor worship. For more 
details see the following webpage: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCnzmWeeUSxupSIaLAzCaR3fjZ9Sx01rpLDMQvBdgA607q
LA/viewform 

Harnhill Centre to reopen for personal retreats 

The Harnhill Centre for Christian Healing, near Cirencester, is opening for personal retreats from 5 
August. For those in need of a break and some time to relax and reset, the centre is offering informal 
personal retreats. If you feel the need for some spiritual refreshment, there will be three optional 
services a day where you can join with the staff to worship. The centre will be accepting up to seven 
guests at a time and 2m physical distancing guidelines will be observed. For more details, including 
prices and availability, visit their website: https://www.harnhillcentre.org.uk/ 

Individual Prayer 

As per government guidance, churches are now able to open their doors for individual prayer. Christ 
Church will be offering this service in a safe and sensible manner Wednesdays 10am-11am. This is a 
weekly session, and numbers will be limited to allow for social distancing - look out for signs showing the 
way around church and places where you can sit. 

Text to support Christ Church 

You can give by texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to £20), to 70450. So to 
give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give £20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs your 
donation plus your standard message rate. You can also give any amount online by visiting the 
http://www.give.net/Christ_Church_Chelt - Thank you! 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 

New opportunities for rest and refreshment which lie ahead now that lockdown is easing 

PRAY FOR: 

Humanitarian and medical aid workers across the world may be enabled to provide continued relief and 
care which will reach those who need it most 

Respect for one another regardless of race, background or social status, finding strength and joy in our 
life together 

All the nations longing for peace and tranquility, justice, mercy and forgiveness 

A just peace, reconciliation and full equal rights for all peoples sharing the Holy Land 

Christ Church as we joyfully welcome and celebrate Simon and Gill and their family’s arrival amongst us   

Those who are sick especially: Manal Al-Badish, Julia Bamford, Ghazi Chehaib, June Eddershaw, Mary 
Edwards, Jane Heaton, Tina Holland, Rose Marville, Roger Millard, Steve Osmond, Daphne Simpson, 
Rosemary Singer, William Staight, Anne Standish, Jane Weston, Keith White and Zak.  

The bereaved, especially friends and family of Sue Potter, may they know God's comfort 

God is “the Father of compassion and God of all comfort” (2 Corinthians 1:3 NIV) 


