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CHRIST CHURCH OPENING TIMES 

Now that we know which Government Tier we are currently in, we are able 
to resume 8am Holy Communion and the 10.30am Service on Sundays in 
Church.  

On Wednesdays 10-11am, Christ Church is open for individual prayer.  

Christmas will be different this year, but Christ Church will still be offering 
the usual popular events so we can celebrate and worship together. To 
stay safe, social distancing will be followed and a ticketing system will be 
in place to make sure the building is not overcrowded.  

Carols by Candlelight – Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th December 6.30pm. 

Midnight Communion – Christmas Eve Thursday 24th December 11.30pm. 

Christmas Day – Friday 25th December 8am Holy Communion, and 
10.30am All Age Service. 

Book free tickets here: www.ticketsource.co.uk/christ-church-cheltenham 

If you do not have internet access please contact one of the Church officers 
or volunteer workers for help.  

CHRIST CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS 

A Carols by Candlelight Service will be available on YouTube at the same 
time as the one in Church on Sunday 20th December, from 6.30pm. 

There will be an online Christingle Service on Christmas Eve Thursday 24th 
December at 3pm. 

These can be viewed at those times and afterwards via the Christ Church 

website: https://www.christchurch-cheltenham.org/  

CAF BRASS CONCERT 

Brass by Candlelight – Monday 21st December at 4pm. Tickets are 
available from the Christian Arts Festival – see their advertisement 
opposite: buytickets.at/cheltenhamchristianarts 
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CHRISTMAS ARRIVES: VICAR’S WRITES 
 

Among a spectacularly wide body of work, composer 
Meredith Wilson had a few standouts. There was ‘Seventy-
six Trombones’ from his stage musical ‘The Music Man’. The 
marching song ‘Whip Inflation Now’ - written for the 
government of 38th American President Gerald Ford - but 

bizarrely left unused. And then probably his best known composition ‘It’s 
Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas’. 
 

Candy canes and toys in every store were, for Wilson, the marks of the 
Christmas season starting, followed by a tree in the Grand Hotel, the sound 
of bells, the singing of carols, and holly on a front door. 
 

Although lyrically not particularly ambitious, Wilson paints a picture that has 
remained largely unchanged in the nearly 70 years since it was written. 
High Street shops and stores still lead the charge with their approach. 
Christmas displays are completed, toys and games stacked high, festive 
music playing on repeat, and holly wreaths adorning walls and doors. 
 

Those visual clues are all very well, and they can give us a Christmas ‘feel’. 
But I wonder if there’s anything particular to you, that makes you feel that 
your Christmas has arrived? 
 

Perhaps it’s a specific day that the tree is decorated. 
 

It might be the time put aside to make the Christmas cake. 
 

Or it could even be when the cards are written to send to friends and 
relatives. 
 

The pandemic of 2020 has affected the preparations for Christmas just as 
much as it has impacted on so many other areas of life. From the 
restrictions to the number of people who are able to meet together, to the 
temporary closure of shops, to the constraints on carol services in 
churches, each makes this Christmas unlike any that we have experienced 
in previous years.  
 

This makes the annual plea of the preacher to seek the real meaning of 
Christmas even more heartfelt than before. 
                 (Cont’d…) 
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It’s still to be found, not with multitudes of twinkly lights, but the shining of 
a single star. Not with the singing of Christmas carols, but in the voices of 
an angel choir. Not with presents wrapped in festive paper and tied with a 
bow, but in the gift of a child. A Saviour for the world. 
 

Rev Simon Heron 

                              

 

OUR COVID-19 SUPPORT TEAM 

 

Christ Church has a small group of volunteers who help vulnerable and 
self-isolating parishioners in a variety of ways – from shopping and 
collecting prescriptions to phone support and sending letters. Some of 
these volunteers are from the congregation whilst others have contacted 
Christ Church, keen to do all they can to assist people during this time of 
crisis. To request help, please contact : 
 

Tina on: 01242 512246 
Sara on: 07974 355845 
or email: christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  
 

A FREE FESTIVE MEAL 
 

Christ Church is taking part in a scheme providing Christmas dinners, to be 
delivered free to needy parishioners. We have received around 80 requests 
for these meals so far, but have a few still available, so do contact me if 
you would like to have one. They will be delivered frozen and can be kept 
in a freezer until needed. Also please be in touch with me if you would like 
to help with the distribution, tel: 01242 511919.  
 

Mandy Whitefield 
 

KEYS PLEASE: SECURITY REQUEST 
 

We are in urgent need of spare keys. If anyone has Church/Hall Complex 
keys which are no longer in use, please return these in an envelope to the 
Office/through the wall letterbox (by the side gate), marked for the attention 
of Tony White, with a note of the sender’s name. Never pass keys to a new 
job holder without letting us know.  
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Every blessing to Gill, Simon and 

family for their first Christmas in 

Gloucestershire.  



OUR GIVING TO WORLD MISSIONS IN 2020 

The World Mission Committee enjoyed their annual November meeting to 
allocate the funds available to the missions we support as a church. We 
bore in mind that some charities had benefited from money raised by the 
sponsored walk and so we chose to concentrate our giving on the following:  

Mission without Borders   £2000                                                                  
Matilda Project    £2000                                                            
Christians Against Poverty  £1000                                                                        
The Rock       £250                                                                    
PACT        £500                                                                 
GARAS        £200                                                             
Listening Post       £200                                                                     
Open Door       £200                                                                             
A Rocha        £600                                                                   
Teens in Crisis      £200 

TOTAL     £7150 
 

Jennie Preece 

 

GIVING TO CHRIST CHURCH 
 

If you normally make a regular gift via the collection plate, you may still do 
so if attending Christ Church in person. You can also give by: 

 
 Texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to 

£20), to 70450. So to give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give 
£20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs your donation 
plus your standard message rate.  

 
 Posting or putting a gift by cheque through the Church letterbox (in 

the wall by the side gate) which is being emptied regularly by staff.  

 
 Visiting the Christ Church, Cheltenham Website and following the 

Online Giving link on the Home page to Give.net. 
 
Thank you. 
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CHRIST CHURCH CHOIR AND ORGANISTS: PART 7 
 
When the tallest choirboy in this photo (far left) 

was part of Christ Church Choir, he did not 

imagine that one day he would become a 

Roman Catholic priest, work in Rome, and 

officiate with Pope Francis at a Vatican Mass. 

Now based in London, Father Philip Andrews 

writes of his days with us in Cheltenham. 

What is it about Christ Church? No matter how old, or how long it may have 

been since one was there, Christ Church remains a place of precious 

memories and I was delighted to be asked to contribute some of mine to 

this Choir history. Most precious, of course, is coming to know the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and being supported in this journey by so many good and 

kind people. For me, however, another precious memory was Christ 

Church’s superb choral tradition. Tony White has written about some 

wonderful memories from his devoted service in the choir, relating some 

key events; so rather than repeat what he’s already shared, I thought I 

might offer a more personal memoire from my many happy years as a 

chorister. 

My earliest remembrance was of sitting in the rear pew in the right-hand 

aisle with my late grandmother, sometime in the late 1970s. From there I 

had a glorious perspective of Rev John Beck playing the organ, which led 

me to imitate him, employing the pew’s hymnbook shelf as my manual and 

the kneelers as my pedalboard. However, it was the sight of the choristers 

processing up the nave, led by Tony White carrying the processional cross 

– probationers in blue, and seniors in red – which led me to want to join up 

and experience the joy of singing something of that wonderful repertoire 

written in praise of God.  

This has been one of the very best decisions I’ve ever made; not only for 

the musical skills and disciplines one garners, but for the beauty it brings 

to one’s own faith. To this day, I cannot read passages from sacred 

Scripture without hearing the accompaniment of melodies written to 

celebrate the great timeless truths conveyed in those inspired words.  

                 (Cont’d…) 
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When my mother passed away in 1980, Fr John and Susan Beck travelled 

all the way from Cirencester late the night she died, to visit her. Before 

leaving, Fr John recited the soothing words of the Nunc dimittis, and as I 

heard him pray them aloud, the setting of those words in the key of D by 

George Dyson also played – and prayed – in my ears: a great comfort for 

a ten-year-old boy! 

It was to be another setting of the evening canticles that remind me of my 

first visit to a Cathedral. In the dimness of the choirstalls of Worcester,  

John Beck led us in the gloriously uplifting setting of Magnificat in C by 

Stanford. After he moved on from Christ Church, under his successors, 

David Watson and Elizabeth Brazell, this wonderful tradition of visiting 

cathedrals continued. Gloucester became a second home. In that 

Cathedral, the glorious Mass setting of Darke in F just wasn’t the same 

without the solos from Rose Spence, Terry Parker, and Nigel Pugh’s 

Benedictus: “Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord, Hosanna 

in the highest!” 

In my present role, I find myself living next to a Cathedral which boasts a 

stunning choral tradition. Needless to say, Cathedral choirs must 

themselves take holidays, and so dare I hope that Christ Church Choir 

might one day enhance the Liturgy here during the a choir vacation, as is 

the custom? I’d love to think so! 

Father Philip Andrews 

 

 
 

On duty with Pope Francis (standing far left) and at home in the UK more 
informally with a furry friend. 
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“WE THREE KINGS” BY AN AMERICAN AUTHOR 

With a lilting rhythm and solemn minor key, ‘We Three Kings’ (or ‘We Three 
Kings Of Orient Are’) has earned a place as a distinctive and popular carol. 
It was composed in the Aeolian mode by American clergyman and 
hymnodist, John Henry Hopkins Jr. and appeared in his Carols, Hymns and 
Songs collection in 1872. It was originally used in a nativity drama he was 
staging, to portray the Epiphany and tell of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshiping God on high. [Refrain] 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.   [Refrain] 

Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies.  [Refrain] 
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THANKS AND PRAISE 
 
Some messages of thanks to and from members of our Christ Church 
family and in praise of God. 
 
                                   

 
                               
 
“27 shoeboxes filled by Christ Church people, containing Christmas gifts 
for needy children, are now on the way to Romania with Teams4U. A big 
‘thank you’ to everyone who contributed.”  
 
Maureen Jones and Gill Heron 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Cherie Skidmore did a wonderful job as Church Complex 
Manager, leaving at the end of October, and we miss her. 
 
Since then she has sadly lost husband Gary during the 
pandemic. So we all send our love and virtual hugs to you 
and your family Cherie during this time of bereavment.  
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“Our workers in Zimbabwe are 

thanking the Lord for the rains 

which have now come to Africa!” 

Wendy Phillips 

matildaproject@gmail.com 
 
 

“40 years ago, ladies from Christ Church including 
me tentatively booked Cheltenham Town Hall for 
a Christian musical involving the whole town. It 
was a success. Thank you to the next generation, 
Nikki Seville and team at Cheltenham Christian 
Arts Festival, for picking up the baton.” 
 
Shirley Collins 

 



As we have not been able to take outside bookings eg 
for concerts, due to Covid-19 restrictions, we had to 
make Danny Maloney redundant. He has handled 
security well and been here on many late nights, locking 
up the buildings. We wish him well for the future. 
 

                                

 

Numerous people have remarked on the uplifting worship provided on our 
website/YouTube since March this year. Here are two sets of comments: 
 
“Well put together and very valuable. I am so happy that I have such a 
grand group of brothers and sisters who are able to do this week after 
week.”   Brian Jenner 

“Special thanks, firstly to those hosting Zoom groups. They have to stay 
put and welcome all and sundry with warm smiles, whilst keeping an eye 
on the waiting room to let people in. Secondly are those choosing music 
and listing copyright, or retrieving audio/video from people doing prayers 
and readings; and editing film to make it look seamless. All of this can take 
days to complete.”   Stephen Thiselton 

We are fortunate to have many talented singers and musicians – not only 
a Choir, but also a Worship Group who give faithful service week by week. 
Fortunately Beck Donaldson took some photos last Christmas when face 
masks were a thing of the future. 
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Verger Colin Masey (pictured left) is retiring. 

Rev Julia Hook (also in the frame) has four 

parishes in the Cotswolds who need her help, 

and will be giving up her role as Parish 

Administrator with Christ Church when new 

office staff can be found. This talented duo will 

be difficult to replace. God bless you both! 



DIDN’T SEE THAT ONE COMING: EDITOR’S ROUND UP  
 

A special welcome this month to those reading this via a 
printed copy. We are sorry not to have had these 
available since March, for various reasons, and hope you 
will understand. What a year we have all had! However, 
we have been able to come out as an online version of 
Outreach on the Christ Church website since April, and 
will continue to do so.  
 

Printed copies of the Christmas and New Year Outreach are possible at 
this time through advertising. I am grateful to Richmond Cheltenham 
Retirement Village for suggesting this idea; and to Wiltshire Farm Foods 
for coming on board too, and also providing our print and online readers 
with a special offer code for ordering from their Christmas Menu through 
the local branch (see inside back cover for details). I can honestly say that 
when Lockdown arrived what I did not envisage was the panic buying. Nor 
could I get a delivery from a supermarket: they were at full capacity. So I 
tried Wiltshire Farm Foods myself, liked their wide choice of meals, and still 
receive a regular delivery.  
 
Along with dairy supplies from the milkman and occasional trips to a nearby 
farm shop, like many others I have survived. And also decided to change 
my shopping habits along the way. It would not surprise me at all if future 
generations talk about this year when the whole world stood still, in much 
the same way as others remember the Hitler War or the Great War. 
 
I am so looking forward to our Christmas Services and am delighted that at 

least one of our traditions is set to continue. I saw recently in some 

historical material belonging to our Choir this item: “1961 24th December, 

Christmas Eve was on a Sunday and that night saw the first service at 

Christ Church of a Festival of lessons and Carols.”  

Shirley Collins 
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If you have something to say, a poem to share, or story to tell, do be in 
touch. Email: artseccles@googlemail.com or leave your item marked for 
the Editor at the Parish Office. 

 

mailto:artseccles@googlemail.com


ORGANISATIONS AND LEADERS 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 

Playgroup: 9am-3pm Monday to Friday         }                              243021/      
christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk            }    07989 124492              

Crèche: Sundays from 10.20am Alstone Porch                                              
Sunday Morning Children’s Groups            }                                                    
Youth Nights Last Friday monthly                  } Anna Laszlo  581593                    

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 

Rainbows: Thursday 5pm Bayshill/Lansdown}                                             
Brownies: Thursday 6pm Harwood Hall         }                                                       
Guides: Thursday 6.15pm Bayshill/Lansdown} Maureen Jones  517183 

FOR ADULTS: 

Baby & Toddler Group for Mums & Dads with pre-school children                                     
Monday 1.30-3.15pm Harwood Hall        Sarah O’Meara 513067 
 

Coffee Morning  

Wednesday, 10am-12noon Alstone Porch       Dee Rice  231764 

 

Friendship Club Lunch Club & Afternoon Tea Meetings  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays Harwood Hall       Mandy Whitefield 511919 

MUSIC FOR WORSHIP   

Director of Music:           Tim Ingold   01452 524199 

Choir: Friday, Music Room 7.30-9pm 

Worship Group:            Beck Donaldson 01451 860561 

ACTIVITIES EXCEPT PLAYGROUP AND MUSIC SUSPENDED. CONTACT 
LEADERS FOR LATEST NEWS/ZOOM MEETINGS. 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS:                                                                                    
The Matilda Project, Wendy Phillips, matildaproject@gmail.com                   
Mission Without Borders, Jos Downey, jdowney@mwbuk.org 
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THE PARISH OFFICE IN OUR CHURCH COMPLEX IS OPEN PART-
TIME AND HAS AN ANSWERING MACHINE. FOR URGENT 
MATTERS CONTACT THE VICAR OR CHURCHWARDENS. 

 

Vicar:   Rev Simon Heron  515983 (Day off 6pm Fri-6pm Sat) 

Churchwardens:  Barbara Lucas    228616/07912 345056                             
Sarah O’Meara    513067 

Licensed Readers: Andrew Judge    07813 401685                                      
David Laszlo    581593                                   
Angela Smith    238232                                  
Amanda Thiselton   690319 (Home Groups contact) 

Pastoral Co-ordinators:    Tina Benney  512246                                        
with Anne Chapman & Chris Eddershaw 

Weddings Administrator:  Angela Smith   238232  

Youth & Children Team:  Anna Laszlo   581593  

CHRIST CHURCH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL (Voluntary Aided):                     
Head Teacher:     Mrs Kerry Pope 523392 

Church Complex Manager:      578163                                   
Parish Administrator:        578163 
 

Safeguarding Officer:      Mandy Whitefield 511919 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  
Lay Vice-Chair: Ian Kirkwood    581883                          
Treasurer:   Philip Whitefield   511919  
Secretary:   Jennie Preece    518048  
Electoral Roll Officer &                                                                            
Vicar’s Secretary:   Virginia Mullan    231006  
 

Church Flower Secretary: Penny Kirkwood  581883 
 

Outreach Magazine Editor: Shirley Collins  696094 
 

ADDRESS: Christ Church Parish Office, Malvern Road, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL50 2JH 
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