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THE VICAR WRITES . . . 

 

Dear Christ Church, 
 

Stand by your beds! This is the December/January issue, and we’re 
gearing up to greet our usual and very welcome influx of Christmas 
guests. I pray God’s richest blessing on each and every person who 
joins us for Christmas worship. I pray too for people to come to living 
faith as we trace the story of the birth of Jesus. Let me take this 
opportunity of wishing you and yours a very Happy Christmas. Also to 
thank the candle team [represented by Chris and Martin on our front 
cover] for their hard work with its beautiful results.  
 
This year, we have an extra very welcome event. On Wednesday 5th 
December at 7pm Christ Church hosts a special carol service. It’s 
sponsored by justice charity ‘The Amos Trust’ and features contributions 
from a Bethlehem choir. The speaker will be Zoughbi Zoughbi of the 
Wi’am Conflict Resolution Centre in Bethlehem. The service will be in 
church, followed by baklava and mulled wine in the Parish Centre. This 
event has come to us at relatively short notice because another tour 
date for the Bethlehem choir fell through. But it’s our gain! How special 
to have visitors from Bethlehem in December. 
 
Going back to our Christmas guests I want to pay tribute to curate Mike 
Smith. Ever since Mike joined us he’s been keen to offer something 
special to those who come at Christmas. Last year he generously 
delivered the ‘Resolve’ course – four sessions with beautiful catering to 
help people think about positive life changes early in the New Year. 
 
This time Mike and his team are offering a similar course called ‘The 
Happiness Lab’. The question ‘are you happy?’ is deceptively simple. 
These five sessions [on Wednesday evenings from 9th January, 7.30pm 
in the Harwood Hall] will help us reflect on our own answer to that 
question, and help us with practical suggestions to increase our own 
happiness. For example, the first evening is called ‘savouring and 
gratitude’. It’s easy to charge through life and not notice the wonders all 
around us. I go for a walk in autumn woods: I’m reminded to savour the 
beautiful colours of the leaves on the ground… the rich smells on offer… 
the sunlight shining through the last leaves on the tree.  Savouring all of 
this leads to gratitude: ‘thank you that I’m here, experiencing this 
moment… thank you that the universe is life-friendly… thank you for this 
beauty’. 
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CAROL-SINGING IN NURSING HOMES  

 
Our carol-singing tour of nursing homes in the parish is a lovely part of 
Christ Church’s Christmas. This year we’re going on Tuesday 18th 
December. Meet in ‘The Hub’ at 5.40pm – our first port of call is 
Queensbridge House, near the station, at 6.00pm. We then work our way 
back towards the church. Our final stop is at Astell House at 7.30pm.  
 

CALLING ALL SINGERS! 

 
Supermarket Carol Singing in aid of Christian Aid is on Saturday 15th 
December 9.00am -10.00am at Waitrose and 11:00am-midday at Tesco  
Tewkesbury Road. We consistently raise approximately £400 whilst 
bringing the true meaning of Christmas to shoppers – it’s a win win in my 
opinion! All you need to do is turn up and join in the fun! 
 
Mandy Whitefield 

For the record, the five evenings of ‘The Happiness Lab’ cover… 
 Gratitude and savouring [9th January] 
 Kindness [16th January] 
 Forgiveness [23rd January] 
 Friends and family [30th January] 
 Coping strategies [6th February] 
 
Please pray for Mike and his team. Look out for the invitations available in 
church, and be thinking and praying about who you might invite. ‘Resolve’ 
was really very, very good. I would happily have invited anyone I know, 
knowing that the evening would have been well prepared, generously 
delivered and highly worthwhile. 
 
Happy Christmas, and a peaceful New Year, 
 

Tim 
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SUNDAY 16th DECEMBER 
 

8.00amHoly Communion 
 

10.30am Parish Communion: Amanda Thiselton 
 
 

6.30pmCAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
  Preacher: Rev Mike Smith 
  (followed by coffee and mince pies) 

 
MONDAY 24TH DECEMBER, CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

3.30pm  CHRISTINGLE SERVICE* for all the family 
  Amanda Thiselton 
 

5.30pm  CHRISTINGLE SERVICE* for all the family 
  Amanda Thiselton 
   *  These two services are identical. We do two sittings 
    to fit everyone in 
 

11.30pm MIDNIGHT COMMUNION BY CANDLELIGHT 

 
TUESDAY 25TH DECEMBER, CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

8.00amHoly Communion BCP 
 
 

10.30am CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY COMMUNION 
  Children are invited to bring one of their 
  presents to show us on Christmas morning 

 
SUNDAY 30TH DECEMBER 2018 
 

8.00amHoly Communion BCP 
 

10.30am Special Service for the New Year: Rev Mike Sanders 



 CHRISTINGLE PRODUCTION 

 
Christingle-making has become a special part of Christ Church’s 
Christmas tradition. Imagine the Harwood Hall, fragrant with the scent of 
fresh oranges. The air is filled with the sound of carols. Along the 
‘production line’ new friendships are made, and old ones cemented. A red 
‘belt’ is attached to the orange, and then passed down the line. A secure 
square cut is made in the orange’s ‘North Pole’ and the orange passed 
on again. Others wrap a candle in a silver-foil wax-catching cup and fix 
the candle in the orange. Finally, our elves stick four cocktail sticks, laden 
with sweets and dried fruit, into the Christingle.  
 
The whole thing only takes about an hour – who could resist?! Meet in 
the Parish Centre at 1pm on Sunday 23rd December. Please note that, 
because each Christingle needs to be ultra-safe to use, the production 
line is an activity for adults only. 

CHRISTINGLE 50  

 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Children’s 
Society’s first Christingle service held in Lincoln 
Cathedral in 1968. Christingles themselves began in the 
Moravian Church in Germany in 1747 when the local 
Bishop introduced a simple symbol to explain the 
happiness that had come to people through Jesus. 
 
In 1968 The Children's Society adapted Christingle and introduced it to 
the Church of England. This involved decorating an orange with a red 
ribbon, dried fruits, sweets and a candle to create a new visual 
representation of Christ, the light of the world, celebrated by the lighting 
of the Christingle candles.  
 
Collections from Christingle services raise millions of pounds to support 
The Children’s Society’s work with young people who are experiencing a 
range of complex issues and who feel alone. Last year the Society 
worked with 13,000 children and young people between the ages of 10 
and 18 who have had traumatic experiences, who aren’t seen, aren’t 
understood, and helped them to find the strength they need to cope.  
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WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 

 
What happens when political correctness gets hold of a well-known carol.  
 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
All seated on the ground 
The angel of the Lord came down 
And glory shone around 
 
The Union of Shepherds has complained that it breaches health and 
safety regulations to insist that shepherds watch their flocks without 
appropriate seating arrangements being provided. Therefore benches, 
stools and orthopaedic chairs are now available. The angel of the Lord is 
reminded that before shining his/her glory all around she/he must 
ascertain that all shepherds have been issued with glasses capable of 
filtering out the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and Glory. 
 
Source: Parish Pump 
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ALEX CHALK VISITS CHELTENHAM GUIDES 

 
As part of the recent ‘Parliament Week’ organised by Girlguiding UK, 
Elizabeth and Sian Green arranged for Cheltenham MP, Alex Chalk, to 
come to meet Christ Church Guides.  He arrived on his fold-up Brompton 
bicycle for what was the second of three meetings that evening.  
 
In the short time he was with us, he gave an overview of the life of an MP 
before answering questions from the Guides, which ranged from ‘Have you 
met the Queen’ (Answer – No), ‘Which job is more stressful, being a 
barrister or an MP?’ (Answer – being an MP, definitely) to questions about 
climate change, the plans to close more wards at Cheltenham General 
Hospital, (to which he’s opposed) and his thoughts on the current closure 
of Boots Corner (Answer – almost unprintable!) We were really impressed 
that just about every Guide had prepared a question to ask him.  
 
Thank you to Elizabeth and Sian for an informative and fun evening and to 
Alex Chalk for making time to meet our Guides. 



 

QUIZTASTIC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Almost 70 people took part in The Big Quiz Night in aid of Tearfund on 
17th November, shown enjoying supper.  “We gave up Strictly for this” 
won the best team name and “The Three Cs” narrowly triumphed in the 
quiz itself.  
 
The Editor of Outreach would like to thank her team mates from Christ 
Church, Churchdown and Cam for their widespread general knowledge 
and the good guessing that helped us to win!   
 
The overall winner was Tearfund, with over 20,000 people taking part 
across the country.  Our Christ Church quiz raised £500. Thank you to 
the organisers, Maureen Jones and her team, and to everyone who took 
part. 
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CHRISTMAS CHARITY FAIR QUIZ 

 
Congratulations to this year’s joint winners, The Ephgrave Family and 
Carolyn and Loucas Parikos. who will share the prize. 
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

 
On Wednesday 5th December at 2.30pm is our Christmas tea party, with 
entertainment by The Spakeleles. Sing all your favourite Christmas tunes 
with our local ukulele band. There will be no lunch that day. 
 

The following week on Wednesday 12th December it is our Christmas 
lunch, 12.30pm for 1pm. Our entertainment will be a welcome return 
of the Beauregard Singers a wonderful girls choir.  Booking is essential. 
Please phone Tina Benney on 512246 to book a place. 
 

On Wednesday 9th January we are welcoming Matthew Harris who has 
been leading our fitness group for some time, so a number of you already 
know him well ! As you might expect he will be talking about Fitness and 
Fun, and how to improve our fitness and enjoy doing so at the same time. 
 

Then on Wednesday 23rd January we will be joined by Nick Bowkett, an 
auctioneer and valuer from Stroud Auction Company. As well as telling 
some entertaining stories about his life as an auctioneer, he is happy to 
value any item you would like to show him. Only one item per person 
please. It should be a very interesting afternoon! 
 

Our talks take place in the Harwood Hall from 2.30pm until 3.30 pm and 
cost £1.00, everyone is most welcome. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

 
Katy Bagnall’s mother, Jill Ruck, died suddenly on Monday 8th October. 
Jill’s funeral service was in her own church at Bampton in Oxfordshire. 
Rev Tim Mayfield was honoured to be invited to lead the prayers. He did 
so from prayers found in Jill’s own scrapbook, including the 16th Century 
Nun’s Prayer you can read on page 13. 
Andy Meechan of Alstone Lane died on 30th September. Rev Tim 
Mayfield led a funeral service for Andy in Christ Church on Tuesday 30th 
October. 
Very much a member of the Christ Church family, Lyn Walkley died on 
29th October. It was very peaceful and she was surrounded by love. Lyn’s 
funeral took place in Christ Church on Saturday 17th November. 
Gina Bryan, a member of Christ Church and of its Friendship Club, 
died on 24th October. Her funeral service took place in church on 22nd 
November. 
Our love and best wishes to everyone who is grieving. 



 

MOVING ON ….. 

 
After 28 years at Christ Church, it is time for me to say ‘Au revoir’ at the 
end of this year.  As many of you will know, Duncan and I moved to 
Malvern in 2017 as part of our own retirement plan. Eighteen months 
later I have stopped being Churchwarden, retired from teaching and 
Duncan has just finished work too. So it is time to integrate ourselves into 
life in Malvern.   
 
I first crossed the threshold of Christ Church in 1990, Jon in a pushchair, 
as I visited a flower festival I had seen advertised in the Echo. I liked the 
feel and the welcome and decided to restart my Christian journey here.  
And so that journey began - a deepening faith nurtured through the 
services and a Welcome Group that became a Home Group; through 
Alpha and other courses; through Parish Weekends and through the 
ministry of three vicars and many curates! I supported many aspects of 
church life, finding the truth that ‘it is in giving that we receive’: a helper at 
crèche and Scramblers; Project 2000; Homegroup Co-ordinator; member 
of PCC; the fete…. and finally 4 years as Churchwarden which has 
indeed been a privilege. 
 
So ‘Au revoir’, but not ‘Good-bye’!  I still have many ties to Cheltenham 
and will look forward to returning to Christ Church from time to time. I 
wish Tim and all of you well as you share the Christian journey and offer 
a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ for all that your fellowship and friendship has given 
to me, Duncan, Jon and Abi. 
 
Helen Weir 

12 

A BIG THANK YOU 

 
I would like to thank all the kind people who helped out and supported me 
in various ways with offers of lifts, shopping, popping in to visit with gifts 
of flowers, cards and prayers during my recent operation in October and 
after I came out of hospital.  Thank you again. 
 
Maria Poldervaart 
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A 16
TH

 CENTURY NUN’S PRAYER 

 
Rev Tim Mayfield had the honour of leading prayers at the funeral after 
her sudden death of Jill Ruck. Jill was Katy Bagnall’s mother. Katy 
showed Tim a wonderful scrapbook her mother had kept with various 
spiritual cuttings. This particular prayer seemed to touch a chord… 
 
Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing older and 
will some day be old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say 
something on every subject and on every occasion. Release me from 
craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. Make me thoughtful but not 
moody; helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom it seems a 
pity not to use it all, but Thou knowest Lord, that I want a few friends at 
the end. 
 
Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to 
get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are 
increasing and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the 
years go by. I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of other's 
pains, but help me to endure them with patience. I dare not ask for 
improved memory, but for a growing humility and a lessening 
cocksureness when my memory seems to clash with the memories of 
others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be 
mistaken. 
 
Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint – some of them 
are so hard to live with – but a sour old person is one of the crowning 
works of the Devil. Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected 
places and talents in unexpected people. And, give me, O Lord, the 
grace to tell them so. 
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A READING FOR EPIPHANY 

 
On Sunday 13th January, at 7pm, we welcome Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College for our joint Epiphany carol service. Here is one of the readings 
we’ll hear that night. It’s transcribed from a talk given at Greenbelt by the 
Irish mystic John O’Donohue… 
 
There are times in each life 
in your subtle life 
when amazing things happen. 
Moments of what the Greeks used to call 'Epiphany', 
when the veil is pulled back 
or some opening happens 
and something becomes available to you 
that you had never anticipated. 
 
Sometimes it's really touching and beautiful. 
Like when you're wondering 
the person you're with 
if something has gone dead between you 
and you're wondering if it's still alive 
and then suddenly you just catch them out 
in a split second 
as they look at you with such tenderness 
and you know that you're still loved 
and cared for 
and met 
and sheltered. 
 
I remember when I was in university 
I came home 
and I came into the kitchen 
and my father was sitting down facing the fire. 
And he stood up and turned around 
to welcome me home. 
And as soon as he turned around and I saw his face 
I knew that there was a difference 
and I knew that somewhere 
(around the house, on the farm, or out the mountains) 
that he had seen some door opening towards him. 

 



 This all took about 
a tenth of a second, 
and I knew that death had chosen his name.  
Within three weeks he was dead and buried; 
but it was all in that little 
first 
glimpse at his face. 
 
I often thought there could be a beautiful psychology 
and spirituality 
written of these in-between moments 
when the truth of what is 
becomes available. 
Moments of what the Greeks used to call 'Epiphany'. 

CHOIR CONCERT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The choir were in fine voice during the October coffee concert, A Choral 
Pilgrimage, singing anthems reflecting the church’s year. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE: FRACK OFF! 

 
At Greenbelt this year I heard both Jonathan Bartley [co-leader of the 
Green Party] and Craig Bennett [CEO of ‘Friends of the Earth’]. Both 
were adamant in their stand against fracking. Both argued that, rather 
than begin a whole new fossil-fuel industry, the planet needs us to leave 
far more of its fossil fuels underground. 
 
One of my actions on returning from Greenbelt was to email our MP, Alex 
Chalk. I asked him to speak against fracking in the House of Commons. 
While not vain enough to think that my email alone did the trick, I was 
later alerted to this transcription of a speech by Mr Chalk in the House… 
 
“I congratulate my hon. Friend Mark Menzies on securing this debate. Let 
me be clear on two points: first, I am intensely sceptical about whether 
fracking is sensible at all, but secondly, I am very clear that the expansion 
of permitted development to circumvent the normal planning process is 
disproportionate and potentially counterproductive. 
 
Environmentally, the starting point has to be that we should seek to keep 
fossil fuels in the ground. We have obligations under the Climate Change 
Act 2008. The only argument I have heard that gives some possible 
justification is the potential for fracking to be a bridging fuel so that we 
can phase out dirty coal as quickly as possible. The problem is that the 
science is as yet unproven. I will listen carefully to what the Minister has 
to say about whether that is a credible argument. The second and 
perhaps even more important point is that the principle must be that we 
should depart from the ordinary standards of consultation with local 
communities only in exceptional circumstances. That hurdle has not been 
jumped here. 
 
The point has already been made about the inconsistency that exists. As 
someone who sat on a planning committee for a very long time, I know 
that the most serious applications ordinarily go through the local scrutiny 
procedure. There is no reason not to do so in these circumstances. I 
suggest that not to do so is dangerous and could be highly 
counterproductive.” 
 
Rev Tim Mayfield 
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NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND 

 

Cheltenham Borough Council is planning to spend 2019 focusing on 
children growing up in poverty in Cheltenham. Under the banner ‘working 
together so that all children in Cheltenham can thrive’ each month of the 
year will have its own focus.  
 

January: #OurTown 
Understanding what child poverty is and how is affects our town. 
 

February: #PositiveRelationships 
Discovering the importance of having good relationships and being kind 
 

March: #ConfidentGirls 
Tackling issues affecting girls, including period poverty and self-esteem 
 

April: #StrongFamilies 
Building happy, resilient families, relaunching Inspiring Families 
 

May: #CelebratingChildhood 
Uniting to celebrate the triumphs and talents of our children 
 

June: #AmbitiousCareers 
Inspiring children to aim high and achieve their potential 
 

July: #PhysicallyActive 
Children and families across the town come together to get moving 
 

August: #FunandFulfilment 
Helping children find their strengths and passions 
 

September: #InnovativeEducation 
Cheltenham launches a restorative approach to education 
 

October: #GoodMentalHealth 
Finding ways for families to reduce their anxiety and have better mental 
health 
 

November: #AchievingBoys 
Tackling issues affecting boys, including education and criminal 
exploitation 
 

December: #EatingWell 
Helping families to eat well on a budget over the festive period 
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JANUARY’S ‘ENGINE ROOM’ 

 

‘Engine Room’ – our termly congregational prayer event, normally 
happens on a Wednesday evening. However, to make space for 
‘Happiness Lab’, we’re going to hold the spring term before God in 
prayer at 4pm on Sunday 6th January. We plan to do this café-style with 
tea and cake: let us know if you could bake something for the occasion. 
 
Rev Tim Mayfield 

2019 AT CHRIST CHURCH 

 
Imagine a pendulum swinging. Now imagine that one end of the swing is 
labelled ‘helping people on their way to faith’. Imagine then that the 
other end of the swing is labelled ‘feeding the established disciple’. That 
swinging pendulum is a simple way of understanding the plan for 2019 – 
at least until the summer holidays. 
  
The pendulum swung towards ‘feeding the established disciple’ with our 
autumn course ‘God’s Crime Scene’. In the early weeks of 2019, the 
pendulum swings back to ‘helping people on their way to faith’: you can 
read more about The Happiness Lab in the vicar’s letter on page 3.  
Back again the pendulum swings towards ‘feeding the established 
disciple: we intend to do some ‘meaty burrowing into God’s word during 
a Lent Course on ‘Jeremiah’. Then, after Easter, the pendulum swings 
back again. Alpha 2019 sits very neatly into the summer term: a strong 
team has come together to lead this course: please pray that it is very 
effective in helping people find faith. 
  
HAPPY NEW YEAR!   

FAMILY TIME 

 
Our first 'Family Time' of the new year will be on Saturday 26th January, 
4-6pm at Gloucester Road Primary School. Crafts and activities, a Bible 
story and a meal together - all free, all welcome! 
 
Maureen Jones 
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FATE OF OUR FETE 

 
We have a small team and new leader in place with a view to our annual 
Fete being held on Saturday 13th July 2019. Many people usually help 
out on the day itself and this is much appreciated - we could not 
manage without you! However, there is also lot of preparation involved 
beforehand. Unless our group of organisers can be enlarged, it may be 
that we have to cancel the Fete this year. If you could offer a few hours 
of your time over the coming months, please come to a meeting on 
Tuesday 15th January at 7.30pm, at 12 Tanners Road, or contact me to 
register your interest by email: artseccles@googlemail.com, or 
telephone 696094. 
 
Shirley Collins 

CHELTENHAM PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS NETWORK 

 
Spring Meeting on 5th Tuesday February, 7.30 – 9.30pm  
 
“Life on the frontline as a Christian teacher” at Warden Hill Primary 
School. 
 
For more information, please contact Nikki Seville at 
nikki.cpfsn@gmail.com 
 
Denise Hardy 

OUTREACH SUBSCRIPTION 2019 

 
Thank you for supporting Outreach in the past year.  With this copy you 
will find a form to pay in advance for all 10 issues of Outreach in 2019 
for just £5.  Payment is by cheque or cash, please make cheques 
payable to Christ Church.  Please return your form with payment to 
Virginia Mullan in the Parish Office, your magazine deliverer, Rev Tim 
Mayfield or Rev Mike Smith. 

mailto:artseccles@googlemail.com
mailto:nikki.cpfsn@gmail.com


 

2nd SUNDAY – Advent Sunday 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  10.30am Parish Communion [organ/choir/group]: 
   - Andrew Judge 
  6.30pm Advent Carol Service [organ/choir]: 
   Rev Mike Sanders 
3rd Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
4th Tues 7.30pm Initial Meeting of the ‘Alpha’ team (Lansdown Room) 
5th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  2.30pm Friendship Club Christmas Tea Party [No Lunch], 
   with entertainment by Spakeleles 
  3.30pm Brightlands Nursery Nativity in church 
  7.00pm Bethlehem Carol Service in church (see page 3) 
 

9th SUNDAY –  The 2nd Sunday of Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion CW: Rev Mike Smith 
  10.30am All-age Worship + baptism [group]: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  12 noon Shortened Holy Communion 
10th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
  7.30pm Finance & Standing Committee in the Music Room 
11th Tues10.30am ‘The Granley’s’ Carol Service in church 
12th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  12.30pm Friendship Club Christmas Lunch in the Harwood Hall 
  - 1.00pm with entertainment by the Beauregard Singers 
13th Thurs 2.30pm Airthrie School Carol Service in church 
  7.00pm Maggie’s Cancer Care Carol Concert in church 
15th Sat  Carol Singing for Christian Aid (see page 4) 
  9-10am Waitrose 
  11-12am Tesco  
 
16th SUNDAY – The 3rd of Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  10.30am Parish Communion [organ]: Amanda Thiselton 
  6.30pm Festival of Lessons & Carols by Candlelight: 
   Rev Mike Smith 
17th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
18th Tues  6.00pm Christ Church School Carol Service in church 
  5.40pm Meet in ‘The Hub’ for Carol Singing in   
   nursing homes (see page 4) 
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 19th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  11.00am Playgroup Nativity in church 
  4.00pm Brass by Candlelight - Cotswold Brass Quintet 
20th Thurs 7.00pm Pates’ Grammar School Carol Service in church 
 
23rd SUNDAY – The 4th of Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion CW: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  10.30am Morning Worship [organ/choir]: Angela Smith 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE, Monday 24th December 
  3.30pm Christingle Service: Amanda Thiselton 
  5.30pm Christingle Service: Amanda Thiselton 
 

  11.30pm Midnight Communion by Candlelight: 
   Rev Tim Mayfield 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY, Tuesday 25th December 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: 
   Rev Mike Smith  
 

  10.30am Christmas Day Family 
   Communion: 
   Rev Tim Mayfield 
  
 
 
 
30th SUNDAY – The 1st Sunday of Christmas 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP:  Rev Tim Mayfield 
  10.30am Special Service for the New Year [organ]: 
    Rev Mike Sanders 
 

JANUARY 2019 

 
6th SUNDAY – Epiphany 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  10.30am Family Communion: Amanda Thiselton 
  4.00pm ‘Engine Room’ Prayer Event in the Harwood Hall 
7th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
8th Tues 7.30pm Fabric & Organ Committee in the Music Room 
9th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  12.30pm Friendship Club Soup & Cheese Lunch:   
   Harwood Hall 
  2.30pm Friendship Club in the Harwood Hall: 
   Fitness and Fun - Matthew Harris 
  7.30pm Happiness Lab (1) in the Harwood Hall 
12th Sat 9.30am Clergy/Readers’ Meeting in he Malvern Room 
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13th SUNDAY – Epiphany 1 
  8.00am Holy Communion CW: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  10.30am All-age Worship [group]: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  12 noon Shortened Holy Communion 
  7.00pm Epiphany Carol Service with Cheltenham Ladies’  
   College  
14th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
  7.30pm PCC Meeting in the Music Room 
15th Tues 3.30pm Home Communion Team meets at 40 Queens Court 
16th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  7.30pm Happiness Lab (2) in the Harwood Hall 
 
20th SUNDAY – Epiphany 2 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Rev Mike Smith 
  10.30am Parish Communion: Andrew Judge 
  6.30pm United Service for the Week of Prayer for   
   Christian Unity at St Mark’s Methodist Gloucester Rd  

21st Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
  7.45pm Pastoral Team Meeting in the Music Room 
23rd Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  12.30pm Friendship Club Soup & Cheese Lunch:    
   Harwood Hall 
  2.30pm Friendship Club in the Harwood Hall: Antiques and 

Auctions - Nick Bowkett, Stroud Auctions 
  7.30pm Happiness Lab (3) in the Harwood Hall 
 
27th SUNDAY – Epiphany 3 
  8.00am Holy Communion CW: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  10.30am Morning Worship: Rev Mike Sanders 
28th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
  7.45pm Playgroup Committee Meeting in the Lansdown Room 
29th Tues 7.45pm Worship Committee in the Malvern Room 
30th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  7.30pm Happiness Lab (4) in the Harwood Hall 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 

 
3rd SUNDAY – Epiphany 4 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Rev Tim Mayfield 
  10.30am Parish Communion: Rev Tim Mayfield 
4th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
  7.45pm Hall Management Meeting in the Malvern Room 
6th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  7.30pm Happiness Lab (5) in the Harwood Hall 
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ORGANISATIONS AND LEADERS 
 

For young people: 
 

Playgroup: 9am - 3pm Monday to Friday.    
christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk or phone 243021 / 07989 124492 
Crèche: Sundays from 10.20am in the Alstone Porch  
Sunday Morning Children’s Groups             Anna Laszlo  581593 
 

Uniformed Organisations: 
 

Rainbows: Thursday 5.00pm in Bayshill/Lansdown Maureen Jones
 517183 
Brownies: Thursday 6.00pm in Harwood Hall Maureen Jones 517183 
Guides: Thursday 6.15pm in Bayshill/Lansdown Maureen Jones  517183 
 

For adults: 
 

Baby & Toddler Group for Mums (& Dads!) with pre-school children 
Monday 1.30pm-3.15pm in the Harwood Hall 
 Sarah O’Meara 513067 
Coffee Morning every Wednesday, 10am - 12noon in the Alstone Porch 
 Dee Rice 231764 
Friendship Club - Lunch Club & Afternoon Tea Meetings on 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays in the Harwood Hall  Tina Benney 512246 
 

Music for Worship: 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Tim Ingold 01452 524199 
 

Trebles and choir practice, in the Music Room 
Friday 6.30-8pm Trebles rehearsal 
 7.30-9pm Choir rehearsal 
 
Worship Group: Beck Donaldson:  01451 860561 
 

Our Mission Partners: 
 

Philbert Kalisa (REACH for Rwanda), Contact: Miss Sally Botteley, Secretary, 
Reach for Rwanda, 10 Oaklands Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, B74 2TB 
news@reachuk.org.uk  0121 3080220 

Corrie Verduyn (CMS) Kiwoko Hospital, Uganda 

Wendy Phillips (The Matilda Project) matildaproject@gmail.com 

Mission Without Borders, Contact: Jos Downey, jdowney@mwbuk.org 

 

OUTREACH FEBRUARY 2019 
Copy to Susan West at susan.blackett1@btinternet.com or to the 
Parish Office by no later than Sunday 20th January please. 



WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

 
Sunday 
 
8.00am HOLY COMMUNION - a said service 
 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays (Prayer Book) 
 2nd & 4th Sundays (Common Worship) 
 
10.30am 1st Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW 
 2nd Sunday FAMILY SERVICE and 
  at 12noon HOLY COMMUNION 
 3rd Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW 
 4th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP 
 5th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP 
 
  The children are in church for the first few minutes of each 

service, and then leave for their Sunday teaching groups. 
 
  Scramblers (Key Stage 1), Explorers (Key Stage 2) and 

Pathfinders (Years 7-9) meet during each 10.30am service 
except Family Service. 

 
  CRECHE available each Sunday morning for the under 3s. 
 
6.30pm Christ Church hosts occasional 6.30pm evening services 
  The next 6.30pm Sunday evening services will be an Advent 

Carol Service on 2nd December, our Festival of Lessons & 
Carols by Candlelight on 16th December and then at 7pm an 
Epiphany Carol Service on 13th January 2019. 

 
Monday to Friday 
 
8.45am MORNING PRAYER 
 This is a wonderful way to start the day. You’d be very welcome to 

join the small group who enjoy the benefits of Morning Prayer. We 
meet for about half an hour.   

 
Wednesday 
 
10.30am HOLY COMMUNION BCP 
 

 

HOMEGROUPS for Bible Study & Fellowship 
meet regularly on different days of the week.  

Newcomers are always welcome. Please speak to 
Rev Tim Mayfield. 


