
Eric Charles Bastin was born on 10 May 1896 in 
Cheltenham to Edith (née Hooper) and Charles 
Thomas Bastin. He was one of eight children born to 
the couple. His siblings were Frances Edith, Irene 
May, Hugh Alexander, Edna Lucy, Kathleen, Harry 
Hooper and Phyllis Elworthy. Eric was baptised on   
3 July of that year at Holy Trinity Church, 
Cheltenham.
In 1901 the family  were living at 10 Dunalley 
Parade, Cheltenham. Eric’s father was an 
Accountant for the Electric Works, Cheltenham 
Corporation and the family employed one domestic 
servant. By 1911 they  were living at Ferndale, 
Gloucester Road, Cheltenham.
In September 1914 Eric enlisted as a Private in the 
12th (Service) Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment; 
h i s reg imen ta l number was 14231 . The                 
12th Battalion was formed at Bristol on 30 August 
1914 by  the Citizens Recruiting Committee. It was a 
purely Bristolian unit raised from volunteers which 
may indicate that Eric was living and working in 
Bristol by this time. 

Known as Bristol’s Own, it was one of the ‘Pals’ 
bat ta l ions o f the Army and was in i t ia l ly 
accommodated at the White City. In June 1915 the 
battalion came under the command of 95th Brigade 
in 32nd Division at Wensleydale, Shropshire. It was 
officially  adopted by  the War Office on 23 June, 
moved to Salisbury Plain in August and landed in 
France on 21 November. In December the battalion 
transferred with the brigade to the 5th Division and 
the battalion’s first experience of trench warfare was 
when they  moved into a section of trenches thick 
with mud at Maricourt on 6 December. 
In mid-February  1916 the 5th Division moved to the 
Arras sector and when out of the front line lived in 
cellars in Arras. In March, Eric was hospitalized at 
14th Field Ambulance Hospital with Pyrexia of 
Unknown Origin - a medical term usually  applied to 
Trench Fever. He was there from the 21st to the     
27th when he rejoined his unit. By  this time Eric was 
a Lance Corporal with B Company.
During the Battle of the Somme in July of that year 
the battalion was in the front line from the 23rd to the 
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26th July and was heavily  shelled suffering many 
casualties. On 3 September, the battalion was 
involved in the Battle of Guillemont in which they 
suffered over 300 casualties. The 12th Gloucesters 
were now only  300 strong. The battalion received a 
draft of 116 reinforcements and was involved with 
the third phase of the Somme offensive, the Battle 
of Morval on 25 September. According to the         
12th Gloucesters’ Commanding Officer Lieutenant 
Colonel Archer-Shee, of the 950 members of the 
battalion who entered the Battle of the Somme, 736 
became casualties. 
On 8  May 1917, during the Battle of Arras, the 
battalion was practically  annihilated with the loss of 
296 men at Fresnoy. On 26 June of that year Eric 
was ‘Discharged to Commission’ and joined the 
1/8th Royal Warwickshire Regiment as a Second 
Lieutenant.
Eric was killed in action while leading his platoon in 
very  heavy  fighting at the Battle of Broodseinde, 
Passchendaele on 4 October 1917; he was 21 years 
of age.
The battalion's War Diary for that day reads:
CHEDDAR VILLA [Name given by the British Army 
to a farm on the west side of the road from Wieltje to 
St Julien, near Ypres.]
Battn moved forward to assembly positions in 
support of the 143rd Bde. At zero hour, 6am, B Coy 

moved forward to a position East of VON TURPITZ 
FM [Farm]. Bn HQ and all Coys were under heavy 
shelling during the time they occupied these 
positions.
At 1pm C Coy moved to the neighbourhood of 
HUBNER FM and together with A Coy, with Capt 
Ansell commanding both, was placed under the 
command of the OC 1/6th R War R. During the 
afternoon the two Coys attacked BURNE HOUSE 
and VACKER FM but were held up by heavy MG 
Fire.
At 2pm D Coy moved up to the HUBNER FM area.
At 3.30pm Battn received orders to collect as many 
men as possible from the 1/6, 1/7 &1/8 R War R and 
push forward under a barrage commencing. The 
barrage commenced beyond BURNS and  VACKER 
FMS, both of which were strongly unable to advance 
further than our present front line. A heavy rainstorm 
during the attack and darkness setting in made 
further operations impossible.
Second Lieutenant Eric Charles Bastin has no 
known grave and is remembered on the Tyne Cot 
Memorial, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, Panel 23 to 
28. He is also remembered on the Christ Church 
Roll of Honour and the Cheltenham War Memorial.
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