
Austin John (Birt) Goulding was born on             
23 August 1887 in Charlton Kings to Miriam              
(née Burton) and George Henry  Goulding. He was 
baptised on 8 September at Holy  Apostles Church, 
Charlton Kings. 
In the census of 1891 the family  were still living at 
Ivy  Place, Charlton Kings. Austin had two brothers, 
Fred and William, and two sisters, Ethel, Mabel 
(referred to as ‘Blanche’) and Carrie who is referred 
to as ‘Dolly’ in the census. Austin is referred to as 
‘Bertie’, a name which he used in later life referring 
to himself as ‘Austin John Birt Goulding’ or ‘Austin 
Birt Goulding’. 
By 1901 the family had moved to Naunton Crescent, 
Cheltenham. George was a Tailor as was his son 
William. Blanche was a Dressmaker and all were 
working from home.
On 28 February  1910 Austin married Laura 
Bosworth at St Ann’s Church, Tottenham. Austin is 
described as a Traveller. By 1911 the couple were 
living in Thorpe Road, Tottenham and Austin’s 

occupation is recorded as ‘Commercial Traveller 
Educational - International Correspondence School 
worker.’ They  had three children: Phyllis who was 
born in September 1911, George born in July  1914 
and Rupert born in July 1918. 
Sometime before the war the family  moved to 
Cheltenham and Austin became the manager at the 
Horse And Groom Inn, St George’s Road, 
Cheltenham.
On 5 August 1914 Austin was one of the first to 
enlist as Private 2409 in the 1/5th Battalion, 
Gloucestershire Regiment. The battalion was raised 
in Gloucester and was part of the South Midland 
Brigade, South Midland Division. On mobilisation 
they moved to the Isle of Wight then Swindon but 
very  quickly  moved on to Maldon in Essex, arriving 
by the end of August 1914. 
By 1915 the battalion was undergoing further 
training in Chelmsford. On 13 March they received 
orders ‘to prepare for Foreign Service’. They 
entrained for Southampton on 28 March and 
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embarked on board SS Architect arriving in Havre 
on the 29th.
Austin served with the battalion for nearly  four years 
when he was transferred to 611th Agricultural 
Company  in the Labour Corps. This corps was 
formed from soldiers no longer fit enough for front 
line combat duties. Their task was to work the land 
as there were major labour shortages due to the war 
and food production was vital.
On 3 September 1918 Austin was discharged from 
the Army as ‘no longer physically  fit for war service’. 
He was awarded the Silver War Badge. This badge 
was awarded to all of those military personnel who 
had served at home or overseas during the war, and 
who had been discharged from the army under 
King’s Regulations. 

Laura and her three children, the youngest being 
just eight weeks old, were living in Newport at the 
time. Austin was admitted to Beechwood House 
Hospital in Newport which was a convalescent 
home during the war. Austin did not recover from his 
illness and died on 22 September; he was 33 years 
of age.
On 27 September Private Austin John Birt 
Goulding’s funeral service was conducted at Christ 
Church, Cheltenham by the Rev  A P Cox after which 
Private Goulding was buried in Cheltenham 
Cemetery, Plot B1, Grave 982; the inscription on his 
headstone reads: Brethren Pray For Us. He is 
remembered on the Christ Church Roll of Honour 
and Cheltenham War Memorial.

Private

Austin John Birt Goulding (140585)

Ancestry! ! ! ! ! ! www.ancestry.co.uk
British Newspaper Archive ! ! ! www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
Commonwealth War Graves Commission! www.cwgc.org
Find My Past! ! ! ! ! www.findmypast.co.uk

Forces War Records               www.forces-war-records.co.uk 
National Archives                      www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
The Long, Long Trail                         www.longlongtrail.co.uk

Sources: 
Leaving all that was dear : Cheltenham and the Great War by J Devereux & G Sacker


