
Cyril Cazalet  Harrison was born on 13 July  1891    
i n Co lombo , Cey lon to H i l da Beaumont                    
(née Willoughby) and Harry  Cazalet Harrison. He 
was baptised at St Michael and All Angels, Colombo 
on 10 August. The couple had three other children - 
Maurice Cazalet (b 1893), Alan George Cazalet       
(b  1899) and Lettice Cazalet (b 1906). Cyril’s 
parents married at Christ Church, Cheltenham on      
2 September 1890 before their move to Colombo; 
his father was a tea planter.
Cyril was educated at Suffolk Hall, Cheltenham 
between September 1898 and December 1899. He 
then moved to Dunchurch Hall and School near 
Rugby, Warwickshire from January  1900 to August 
1905. He moved to Uppingham School from 
September 1905 until August 1908. The School Roll 
shows Cyril as a Scholar of Uppingham School       
(ie Entrance Scholarship). Further education took 
him to Wm Cobbold’s near Cambridge, from 
September 1908 until March 1909, and W Trevor’s 
in Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire from April 
1909. In that year he applied to join the Royal 
Military College, Sandhurst. He was accepted and 

admitted on 2 February 1910; he was then a 
Corporal in the Cadet Corps. At Sandhurst he 
received training, at both junior and senior levels, in 
Administration, Law, History, Tactics, Engineering, 
Map Reading etc and Sanitation, and he studied 
French. He was also schooled in Riding, Musketry, 
Physical Training, Drill and Signalling. He left 
Sandhurst on 20 December 1910 and was 
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Worcestershire Regiment on 4 March 1911.

By the time of the census of 1911 his father had 
died and he was living with his mother and sister, 
Lettice at Elstone, St Mark’s, Cheltenham. His 
occupation was recorded as ‘a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Army’. Their household also comprised a Nurse, 
Cook, Parlour Maid and House Maid.
Cyril was promoted to Lieutenant in August 1914 in 
time for his battalion’s posting to France on the      
16th of that month. 
The battalion’s first month of the Great War is 
described on the Worcestershire Regiment website: 
On the evening of 4 August 1914, the order for 
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mobilisation was received, at Tidworth, and during 
the ensuing week all ranks of the 3rd Battalion, 
Worcestershire Regiment were busily employed in 
completing their preparations for War. The battalion 
had to be filled up to war strength by reservists, 
weapons had to be made ready, equipment and 
ammunition received and issued, stores of all kinds 
taken into use. Officers and men had to be 
medically inspected and passed fit for service, 
additional horses had to be received and taken over, 
regimental property had to be placed in safe 
keeping. During the second week in August the 
mobilisation was completed. Then for some days the 
3rd Battalion stood fast awaiting orders.

The movement of the British Expeditionary Force 
(BEF) to France began on 9 August 1914 and was 
conducted with such secrecy and efficiency that for 
several days the move remained unknown to the 
enemy. The 3rd Worcesters received their orders on 
12 August. Early on the morning of 13 August, about 
5am, the 3rd Bat ta l ion lef t Tidsworth for 
Southampton. Although they arrived at Southampton 
Docks at 7am the same day, it was not till early on 
the following day that the SS Bosnian sailed. The 
SS Bosnian is described in the battalion’s War Diary 
as having ‘very little accommodation on board, and 
only fit for transporting horses.’

Before dawn on August 15th the Bosnian cast 
anchor off Havre. The great roadstead was filled 
with crowded transports; and owing to the state of 
the tide it was not until the following day that it was 
possible for the troopship to go on to its eventual 
destination, Rouen. At 1.30pm on August 16th the 
Bosnian stood on her way up the Seine. Few river 
voyages are more impressive than that up the 
Seine, with its vistas of rolling forests and 
picturesque Norman villages. The inhabitants on the 
banks cheered the troops, and excitement on board 
ran high. At 9pm the battalion disembarked on the 
broad quays of Rouen, where they passed the night 
billeted in a long shed next to the ship. Early next 
morning the 3rd Battalion Worcesters marched 
through the streets of Rouen to the station and 
entrained for the front.

The five days which followed were very trying for 
battalion. The weather was hot. Officers and men 
became accustomed to long periods of travelling in 
sluggish jolting troop trains, to sleeping anywhere 
they could lay their heads, and to apparently 
needless marching and counter-marching, which 
tired the men and wore out both their tempers and 
the soles of their boots.

The 3rd Battalion arrived at their billets at Ciply in the 
early hours of the morning of 23 August. There the 
battalion waited all morning. By the usual fatality 
which seems always to attend the provision of 
comforts on service, dinners were cooked and were 
ready to be eaten when sudden orders came to 
advance. As the troops moved off the first shell seen 
by the battalion shrieked overhead and burst behind 
them. Rested indeed but still footsore and now 
hungry, the 3rd Battalion Worcesters advanced 
towards Mons.
During August and September the 3rd Battalion was 
involved in the Battle of Mons and the subsequent 
retreat, the Battle of Le Cateau, the Battle of the 
Marne and the Battle of the Aisne including 
participation in the Actions on the Aisne heights. The 
advance of the British Expeditionary  Force 
northwards from the Marne was halted as the 
Germans dug in along the heights above the River 
Aisne. British attacks were repelled and both sides 
dug in: for the British, the Aisne was the root of 
trench warfare. 
In September, during the Battle of the Aisne, Cyril 
had, with his platoon, reinforced the Irish Rifles, and, 
while observing and directing his men’s fire from a 
t r e n c h , w a s s h o t t h r o u g h t h e h e a d o n                      
20 September; he was 23 years of age.
The battalion’s War Diary for that day reads:
20 September 1914
Trenches at Vailly [Aisne]
Firing commenced at dawn and heavy shelling all 
morning. Attack on section where ‘C’ Co was battling 
- Germans broke through round right flank of 
Brigade but driven out. Casualties: Lieut C Henry, 
Lieut H J G Gilmour, 2/Lieut C C Harrison killed and 
21 killed [other ranks]; 2/Lieut T P Muspratt and       
37 wounded, and about 30 missing.
His mother, Hilda, received the following telegraph 
from the War Office dated 24 September: I deeply 
regret 2nd Lieut C C Harrison Worcestershire Regt 
was killed on 19 Sept. No further details. Lord 
Kitchener expresses his sympathy. In November she 
was sent his effects which comprised: 1 Sling, Web; 
1 S B Belt with Frog; 1 pr Field Glasses in Case;       
1 Haversack; 1 Tooth Brush; 1 Comb, broken;           
1 Pipe (Burnt Bowl); 1 Book 153; 1 Cheque Book 
(Cox & Co); 2 Notes, 1 - 20 Francs, 1 - 5 Francs, 
(These have been forwarded to the Base Paymaster 
to be credited to his A/C at Cox and Co); 1 pr 
Badges Collar; 1 Whistle; 1 Shaving Brush; 1 Tin 
Shaving Soap; 1 Knife, Table; 1 Fork; 1 Spoon, 
Small; 1 Safety Razor, without case; 1 Wrist Watch, 
No Glass, hands broken; 1 pr Nail Scissors; 1 letter.
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Ancestry! ! ! ! ! ! www.ancestry.co.uk
British Newspaper Archive ! ! ! www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
Commonwealth War Graves Commission! www.cwgc.org
Find My Past! ! ! ! ! www.findmypast.co.uk
Forces War Records!  www.forces-war-records.co.uk 
Gloucestershire Archives!  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
! ! ! !       archives

National Archives! ! www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
The Gazette! ! www.thegazette.co.uk
The Genealogist! ! www.thegenealogist.co.uk
The Long, Long Trail! www.longlongtrail.co.uk
The Worcestershire Regiment! www.worcestershireregiment.com

Sources: 
Leaving all that was dear : Cheltenham and the Great War by J Devereux & G Sacker

Cyril is remembered on La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre 
Memorial, Stone 14.4. He is also remembered on 
the Christ Church Roll of Honour, the fabric of the 
sanctuary  at Christ Church with the inscription: The 
fabric of this sanctuary has been by Hilda                 
B Harrison to the Glory of God and in devoted 
remembrance of her two sons who fell in the Great 
War 1914-1919. Cyril Cazalet Harrison Lieut.          
3rd Batt. Worcestershire Regt. at the Battle of Aisne 
Sept. 20th 1914 aged 23. Maurice Cazalet Harrison 
Temp. Capt. 1st Battle of the Somme Oct 12 1916 

aged 22. Their glory shall not be blotted out, and 
their name shall l iveth to all generations; 
Cheltenham Borough Cemetery on the grave of his 
parents and sister Lettice; Cheltenham War 
Memor ia l ; S t Stephen’s Church Book o f 
Remembrance and St Luke’s Church.
Cyril’s brother Maurice Cazalet Harrison, who was 
killed in action on 12 October 1916, also appears on 
the Christ Church Roll of Honour. 
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