
 

Christ Church Notice Sheet 12 July 2020                        

Covid-19 Outreach Support team                                                                                                             

Christ Church has assembled a small, flexible group of volunteers to support vulnerable and self-isolating 
parishioners in a variety of ways - from shopping and collecting prescriptions to phone support and 
sending letters. For more information, see the church website or email 
christchurch-covid19-outreach@outlook.com  

A virtual welcoming for our new vicar 

The new vicar of Christ Church, Rev. Simon Heron, steps into his new role at a lockdown licensing 
ceremony on 23rd July. In order to comply with current health guidance, the service will be attended by a 
small number of post-holders from the church. A wider community celebration will be held as soon as it 
is safe to do so. Simon will begin his work remotely - his first appearance will be on Christ Church 
Without Walls on the 26th, after which he will be getting to know us using online tools as social 
distancing continues.  

Please be in prayer that the strange licensing service will be filled with the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
even if it can’t be in the presence of the congregation. And please also pray that Simon will be equipped 
to fill a role that is all about people at a time when meeting people is against Government advice! 

Could you help behind the scenes with Christ Church Without Walls? 

We have all been enjoying the YouTube services since the beginning of lockdown, thanks to those who 
have embraced the digital tools available. Behind the people we see and hear in the service, there is a 
smaller team of volunteers, who take it in turns to edit the text and audio-visuals. We are looking for a 
few committed people to join this team on a rota. There are two roles: 

1) Assembling a PowerPoint presentation of text and images provided by the speakers. This should 
be done on a Thursday evening, or early on a Friday morning, and will take around 2-3 hours. 
Experience with PowerPoint is needed.  

2) Editing the video and audio clips together with the PowerPoint and other images, and then 
uploading to YouTube. This is a longer, more technical task to be done Friday afternoon and 
Saturday morning, and will take at least 5-7 hours. This task requires someone with a keen eye 
for detail. Experience with video editing tools is ideal, but other members of the team can give 
training to those looking to learn new skills.  

For more details, contact Amanda on amanda.thiselton@yahoo.co.uk 

Ourboretum 

A grassroots project will see Gloucestershire people growing new trees to replace the hundreds of 
thousands being wiped out by ash dieback. BBC Radio Gloucestershire and Cotswolds Conservation 
Board will lead an army of volunteers to grow at least 2,020 saplings at home to be planted across the 
county over the coming year. See their website below for more details:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3gSC23y0kmPRhzSVCH3ShH6/ourboretum 

 

    Christ Church Welcomes the Heron Family! 



 

Why Faith and Science Belong Together 

A few weeks ago I advertised a course run by the Faraday Institute on bridging the gap between faith 
and science. All the sessions were recorded and posted on YouTube, so you can now find them on their 
playlist linked below. These range from showing how the creation story in Genesis does not contradict 
the Big Bang, to the way that much of science is based on theory to understand the unknown. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmzJXLQP_QMtGvZ_X-NI2mgskZEmBxswP  

The Children’s Spot Needs You 

It would be wonderful to see some new faces! What would be needed is a short (4 minutes give or take) 
little chat, which goes in the main service, and then a few minutes of a craft or other activity which is 
added on separately for the "extended children's slot". Anna Laszlo would be very happy to discuss this 
in more detail with you to help you decide. Also, very open to someone providing just the chat, or just 
the craft activity! Please contact Anna on 07963 795 089 or anna@laszlos.co.uk if you could be 
interested. She'd love to hear from you! 

Individual Prayer 

As per government guidance, churches are now able to open their doors for individual prayer. Christ 
Church will be offering this service in a safe and sensible manner Wednesdays 10am-11am. This is a 
weekly session, and numbers will be limited to allow for social distancing - look out for signs showing the 
way around church and places where you can sit. Please note this will not be possible on 22nd July. 

Text to support Christ Church 

You can give by texting CHURCH, plus the amount you would like to donate (up to £20), to 70450. So to 
give £5, text CHURCH 5 to 70450, or to give £20, text CHURCH 20 to 70450. This service costs your 
donation plus your standard message rate. Thank you! 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 

The arrival in Cheltenham of the Heron family, may they know your blessing on them 

An increased interest in online church services during lockdown 

PRAY FOR: 

Continued care among people as lockdown is eased while the virus is still in transmission 

Those who are most vulnerable to the virus, may support continue to reach them 

The Christ Church Without Walls team, may they find the support they need 

Governments, businesses and individuals to care more about the environment to beat Climate Change 

An end to all forms of injustice and inequality in our society and across the world 

Those who are sick especially: Manal Al-Badish, Julia Bamford, Ghazi Chehaib, June Eddershaw, Mary 
Edwards, Jane Heaton, Tina Holland, Rose Marville, Roger Millard, Sue Potter, Steve Osmond, Daphne 
Simpson, Rosemary Singer, William Staight, Anne Standish, John Swan, Jane Weston, Keith White and 
Zak.  

The bereaved, may they know God's comfort 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1 NIV) 


