
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

 

During the year the following members have served on the Evangelism Committee: Bill Hews, 

Nikki Seville, John Swan, Jennie Crow, Graham Donaldson, Sarah and Chris Orwin-

Henderson, and Rev Mike Smith 

 

2019 saw the return of Alpha to Christ Church, with a great team of new and experienced 

helpers. A combination of invites, posters and a banner outside church brought a large number 

of new faces into the Harwood Hall on the opening night. Whilst not all of these guests came 

back for the whole course, a good number of them enjoyed cooked meals, insightful talks and 

meaningful discussions. A real community has grown from this, with a WhatsApp group to 

organise gatherings, welcoming them into the Christ Church family. 

 

Also back for 2019 was the Christ Church Christmas card, this year featuring a starry sky with 

our apse at its centre. Attendance at the services advertised within was higher than in 2018, and 

the cards were spotted on display in houses around the parish. 

 

A new course for January 2020 was Encounters: exploring life through art and faith. Six artists 

from the Inside-Out group gave talks about their stone, textile and paint artwork before opening 

up to group discussions. There was also the opportunity to get involved, and we were impressed 

by our newly discovered artistic talents. There were not as many guests who were new to faith 

as we had hoped, but it was an enriching course for all who attended. 

 

Regular events continued throughout the year too. ‘Prayer and a Pint’ continues to attract new 

members, providing a supporting community for the younger adults in the congregation. ‘One 

to One’ take up has been very slow this year, with just two new take ups. For next year we 

should consider having a focus on this course one Sunday, as we have in some previous years. 

Prayer Visiting expanded into the new Taylor’s Yard estate, and we visited a total of 1020 

households around the parish this year, receiving around 150 requests.  This is a lower 'hit rate' 

than previous years (15% rather than 20%+) as we decided not to make a second visit where 

no one was in the first time round.  We had a lovely prayer service at which these requests were 

lifted to God. 

 

Thank you to the committee and everyone who has helped in various ways in the above 

activities. 

 

Chris Orwin-Henderson 
 


