
Christ Church Cheltenham 

guide price 50p 

OUTREACH 

DECEMBER 2019 & JANUARY 2020 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  phone: 
 

Vicar: currently vacant 
 

Christ Church Parish Office, Malvern Road, Cheltenham, GL50 2JH 

Church Complex Manager: Cherie Skidmore [9.00-12.00 Mon-Fri] 578163 

Parish Administrator: Rev Julia Hook 578163 
 

Licensed Readers: 

Andrew Judge 236930 

David Laszlo 581593 

Angela Smith 238232 

Amanda Thiselton 690319 
 

Pastoral Co-ordinators: Chris Eddershaw, Anne Chapman, Tina Benney 578163 
Weddings Administrator: Angela Smith 238232 

Team Leader: Youth and Children: Anna Laszlo 581593 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 

Barbara Lucas  07912 345056 / 228616 

Sarah O’Meara 513067 
 

CHRIST CHURCH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL (Voluntary Aided) 

Malvern Road.  Headteacher: Duncan Cook  523392 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL: 

Treasurer: Phil Whitefield  511919 

Secretary: Jennie Preece  518048 

Electoral Roll Officer & Vicar’s Secretary: Virginia Mullan 231006 

CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER:  currently vacant    

MAGAZINE EDITOR: Shirley Collins 696094 

FLOWER SECRETARY: Penny Kirkwood 581883 

 

 

Front cover: Christ Church in the snow 2011, photo by Martin Chapman. 

 

PARISH OFFICE: Open Mon, Wed & Fri 9.00am-12noon 
Tues 9am-1pm, Thurs 9am-5.30pm 

  578163     email:  admin.christchurch@googlemail.com 
www.christchurch-cheltenham.org 



 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL CAROL SINGERS 

It’s that time of year again when we have 

the delight of singing our favourite Carols 

 – bringing the true meaning of Christmas 

to our community and at the same time 

raising money for Christian Aid. 

We have three occasions this year: 

 

Tesco:  Saturday 14th December  

 2:00pm - 3:00pm Christ Church slot. 

 

High Street:  Thursday 19th December  

 5:00-7:00pm – this is an ecumenical opportunity. 

 

Waitrose:  Saturday 21st December  

9:00am - 10:00am– Christ Church slot. 

 

There are sign-up sheets in the baptistry 

 please volunteer for one or more dates. 

MANDY WHITEFIELD 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY PATHFINDERS 
 

The Pathfinders of Christ Church can celebrate a special Birthday. It is 40 
years since Rev John Harwood linked our 11-14 year-olds to the national 
organisation and our own group began meeting in the Tower Room.  
 
A special door bell arrangement was fitted so the organist could press a 
‘buzzer’ when it was time for the Pathfinders to come back and rejoin the 
congregation during morning services. There were a dozen or more 
youngsters who attended at that time, and they also enjoyed occasional 
outings and activities on days other than Sundays. 
 
These included a day trip to London and going to the annual rally with 
other Pathfinders from around the UK. A memorable occasion was 
watching a biblical play performed by Riding Lights theatre company. 
 
Some members of our group also went on summer holiday camps. Rev 
Denis Brazell, our Curate at that time, recalls his children had: “A 
wonderful time of fun, fellowship and faith.” 
 
The first leaders were our Editor and Colin Blake, before he went off to 
college and for ordination training. He is now working in Wrose, West 
Yorkshire, with his wife Katy, but remembers those days well, and says: 
“Amazing, 40 years and still going!” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rev Colin Blake pictured at a 
different celebration 
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Time to look forward to the Christmas celebrations at Friendship Club! 
On Wednesday 4th December at 2.30pm we will be having our Christmas 
Tea Party with a delicious assortment of party food. Afterwards you can 
sing all your favourite Christmas tunes with the Spakeleles, our local 
ukulele band. Please note that there will be no lunch that day. 
 
The following week on Wednesday 11th December it is our festive 
Christmas Lunch at 12.30pm for 1pm. Booking for this lunch is essential, 
so please telephone Tina Benney on 512246 in advance to avoid 
disappointment. After lunch the entertainment will be provided by the 
wonderful youth choir the Beauregard Singers. 
 
On Wednesday January 8th we will be joined by Angela Applegate from 
the Gustav Holst Museum. She will be sharing stories with us of the 
composer’s music, friendships, and love of the Cotswolds, which sounds 
delightful. 
 

Then on Wednesday 22nd January we are welcoming Dr. Timothy Brain 
who will be telling us about the great flood of 2007. At that time Dr. Brain 
was Chief Constable of Gloucestershire Police and led the relief efforts. 
Among the difficulties he dealt with were 500,000 people without drinking 
water after the Mythe treatment works flooded. Tewkesbury was 
completely cut off with parts of the town under 3ft of water. The military 
were drafted in to prevent water reaching a sub station which would have 
been disastrous. He will be a most interesting and informative speaker. 
 
Our talks take place in the Harwood Hall from 2:30pm until 3.30pm and 
cost £1.00, everyone is most welcome to attend. 
 

The keep fit class will also take place in January. The class starts at 
11.30am and lasts for 45 minutes. It is only available to people who also 
attend Friendship Club. So come along get fit and have fun! 
 
Contact Renate Young, tel: 01242 691385. 
 
 

Dr Timothy Brain will be one of our 

guest speakers in January 2020 
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 THE EDITOR EXPECTS SUPERNATURAL SURPRISES 

A few years ago on a wintry day I was en route to an important meeting 
when I became stuck in an unexpected traffic jam. The way ahead was 
blocked by a fallen load. Thankfully no one had been injured in the 
accident, but what should I do next? 
 

Several drivers were now walking around, stretching their legs. Two 
vehicles ahead of me a lady spread a map on the roof of her white car 
and was looking at side roads. I did not take much notice of her clothing, 
but it seemed to be some form of uniform a nurse might wear – in white, 
like the kind seen in the USA. 
 

“Anyone else going to Oxford?” she shouted. “Follow me, I’ve found a 
way through!” Realising I could go in that direction, I decided to give it a 
try and pulled out of the queue to travel immediately behind her. A number 
of others formed a convoy behind me. 
 

We wound around country lanes and after about ten minutes came to a T-
junction with a larger road. A sign in front declared Oxford to the right, so I 
turned the steering wheel and found myself on a long, straight, empty 
road. I gave thanks that I would still make it to my meeting after all. 
 

Hang on a minute, an empty road, with no turnings off, or driveways, or 
entrances to properties. The lady in the white car was nowhere to be seen 
in front of me. Where had she disappeared to?  
 

Later on that day, relating the story to my family, my Mother was not at all 
surprised to hear about a vanishing vehicle and occupant. She was 
convinced I had been helped by supernatural means, particularly as, 
whenever I embarked on journeys, she would pray for angels to watch 
over me. 
 

I think it was the author C.S. Lewis who wrote about a busy modern street 
distracting a man previously sitting in a quiet library, from having a 
spiritual experience and believing in the power of the Almighty. If we have 
faith in a God of miracles then, especially at this time of year, we should 
expect one or two in our own surroundings, however noisy or full of 
modern technology our life might be.  
 

If you need more visual evidence, or if you are trying to convince a non-
believer about such things, I would recommend watching a light-hearted 
film called ‘The Adjustment Bureau’ over the Christmas holidays.  
 

Shirley Collins 
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 WALKING THE WEST BANK –  

THE MASAR IBRAHIM TRAIL TO BETHLEHEM 

 
In December 2018, together with many of the 
congregation, Charlie and myself attended an 
Amos Trust Bethlehem Carol Service at Christ 
Church, given by a Christian Palestinian Choir 
touring the UK. Little did we know as we set out for 
the event that night, where it would lead us to 
some 11 months later! But by the next morning, 
with no real idea about what lay ahead, and having 
googled the Amos Trust website, we had clicked on 
the button and signed ourselves up for a life-
changing trip. 
 
Landing in Israel in late October 2019 with a group of strangers, we soon 
found ourselves on a bus heading for the West Bank through Israeli 
military checkpoints, and onwards to our first night in Jenin. The next 
morning, we began our hike southwards along the Masar Ibrahim Trail. 
This is a long-distance route running from the village of Rummana just 
northwest of Jenin and finishing in Hebron. Our mission was to spend 10 
days walking the first half of the route, ending in Bethlehem.  
 
The walking was only part of the experience. Along the way, wherever we 
went, we were welcomed with enormous enthusiasm and generosity by 
Palestinian people sounding car horns and shouting: “Welcome, 
Welcome!”  
 
Families flooded out of the fields and streets to share their thermos flasks 
of coffee and bags of dates with us. We stayed in their homes and 
villages, enjoying delicious and plentiful foods (think fresh home-pressed 
olive oil, pitta bread, olives, hummus, chicken, rice, figs, pomegranates, 
oranges, dates, tomatoes, cucumbers), and listening to their stories of life 
in the occupied territories.  
 
This was not a Christian pilgrimage, albeit there were four Church of 
England priests amongst us; a URC lay reader, and a number of 
Quakers. The party also included a Buddhist, and several Humanists. 
What truly united us was a strong sense of human rights and social 
justice and a desire to learn more about the situation on the ground away 
from the usual tourist sites of the Holy Land.  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our days always began with a shared liturgy. This 
was a beautiful moment of coming together 
before we set out, with words of hope for our 
journey. It began: “Another world is not only 
possible; she is on her way,” continuing with: “We 
walk this day with those whose freedom is 
denied, we walk with those who have fled war, 
torture and despair, we walk in penance for 
broken promises and political fixes, we walk the 
long road with all those who strive for peace, 
justice and reconciliation, we walk with those who 
long to return to home, we walk in hope that one 
day all people in the Holy Land will live in peace, 
as neighbours with full equal rights.”                             Bedouin host family 
 
The trail took us through bountiful olive groves where whole families were 
engaged in harvesting their crops, to the remote dry paths of the desert 
along the side of the Jordan Valley, through deep valleys towards Jericho, 
and up and down high mountains. Most days we walked from 8.30am to 
around 4pm, with plenty of stops on the way to meet people and talk with 
them. The weather was very hot and dry, and the need for water at all 
times was a primary concern.  
 
Our home stays were a highlight, as was the overnight stop in a Bedouin 
settlement. These opportunities gave us a real feel for how it is to live like 
the local people: it was normal for us to sleep on the floor, share bedrooms 
in mixed couples and have very limited access to bathrooms (one toilet and 
no running water between 50 at the Bedouin settlement).  
 
The utilities are not guaranteed and water and power may be cut at any 
time; travel into and out of Israel is limited for all Palestinians and subject to 
constant security checks, people are arrested for simply carrying a placard 
or being present on the streets during times of unrest; graduates seek work 
but cannot find it and must travel into Israel to work as labourers on 
building sites; schools and hospitals are overcrowded and underfunded. 
 
We saw scars of bullet wounds and other injuries sustained during the 
Intifada. Above all, we witnessed the increasing difficulties for the 
Palestinians caused by the Israeli Settlements springing up as one of our 
hosts put it “like cancers across the land” as well as the brutal reality of 
seeing the dividing Wall stretching out mile after mile across the 
countryside. 
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A WORD ABOUT THE NEW BOILERS 
 

With the new boilers having been installed, 
I thought people might like to visualise and 
have more of an understanding of what 
Martin Chapman and his team have worked 
hard to put in place for our comfort. I took 
the two photos below of him showing the 
incredible pipework now in place. 
 
We need to note that due to the size of our Church, the heating still 
needs to be turned on well in advance in order to allow sufficient time for 
the building to feel warm when it is being used. This takes several hours, 
as we still have the same number of radiators and pipes inside the 
Church, with no extras having been added at this point. 
 
The whole boiler team comprises: Ian 
Kirkwood, Barbara Lucas, Sarah O’Meara, 
Christopher Mullan, with Martin Chapman 
as Project Manager and professional help 
from Ian Mather (Engineer), Nick Cox 
(Architect) and John Cowdery (Hewer FM 
Ltd). 
 
Graham Donaldson 
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We arrived in Bethlehem tired but fit, and energised for the second stage 
of the walk in two years’ time when we all plan to regather and march 
onwards. As our motto says: ‘AMBULANDO SOLVITUR’ – it will be 
solved by walking. 
 
Katy Bagnall 

On the hills above Burquin 



 

 

11 



 

 

12 

SEASONAL GREETING TO ALL, FROM THOSE WITH 

SPECIFIC ROLES AT CHRIST CHURCH AND HERE ARE 

SOME SPECIAL MESSAGES 
 

 

“In His presence is FULLNESS of JOY!" (Psalm 16 : 
11). Ever since first hearing it as a 9 year-old, I have 
loved and known the truth of this verse. What a gift for 
the world....and not just for Christmas! 
 

From Beck  
 
 

 
 
 
Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas and a 
humble walk with God in 2020. 
 

From Andrew 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear family at Christ Church, may grace, peace and 
love surround you all at Christmas and into the New 
Year. 
 
From Ange 

 

 

 

“…and the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst 
us…” (John 1:14). 

 
 

From Ian 
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We pray that God will bless you all throughout 
this Christmas season and the new year.  
 
From Sarah and Barbara 
 
 
 
 
We sing blessings upon everyone: 
 
“May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be at your back, may the 
sun shine warm upon your face, may the rain fall softly on your fields 
and until we meet again may you keep safe in the gentle loving arms of 
God.”  
 
From Tim and the Choir (photo by Ron Milsom). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Favourite lines from the Carol ‘Away in a Manger’ 
which I often use as a prayer: “Be near me, Lord 
Jesus, I ask you to stay close by me forever and love 
me, I pray.” 
 
From Shirley 
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 CHRISTMAS CAROL HISTORY 
 

Did you know that ‘The 12 Days of Christmas’ is full of Christian 
symbolism?  
 

The partridge in a pear tree represents Jesus.  
 

Two turtle doves are the Old and New Testaments.  
 

Three French hens stand for faith, hope and love.  
 

The four calling birds are the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  
 

Five gold rings recall the Jewish Torah or Law which are the first five 
books of the Old Testament.  
 

Six geese a-laying represent the days of creation.  
 

Seven swans a-swimming are the gifts of the Holy Spirit: prophecy, 
serving, teaching, exhortation, contribution, leadership, and mercy.  
 

The eight maids are the Beatitudes given by Jesus in his Sermon on the 
Mount (see Matthew Chapter 5).  
 

Nine ladies dancing are the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  
 

The ten leaping lords are the ten commandments. 
 

Eleven pipers are the disciples who stayed faithful to Jesus. 
 

The twelve drummers illustrate twelve points of belief in the Apostles’ 
Creed.  
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MATILDA PROJECT UPDATE 
 

Recent months have been really tough going for Matilda’s projects in 
Zimbabwe. Ian Scoones, from the Institute of Development, University of 
Sussex, explains: “Economic and infrastructural collapse is threatening 
food security…causing a humanitarian crisis”. The consequences are 
clearly felt on the ground: a distribution of food packs for families referred 
by clinics was overwhelmed with a crowd of hungry people pushing at the 
fence, desperate for food supplies. 
 

One project in particular has seen many troubles, including a serious 
robbery at the family home of the couple who have led the work for many 
years. Thankfully they are safe, but the trauma is still affecting them badly. 
The attack has impacted the whole community’s security, with the Ministry 
of Health ordering the clinic to close at night and suspend emergency 
transport. This puts mothers with complications in childbirth at much 
greater risk. Alongside, school fees have risen over 100% and the project 
Landcruiser (which collects food and medicines and takes people to 
hospital) has broken down. It has been described as “troubles raining 
down on them”.  
 

Please join us standing with them by ‘raining down’ prayers for the safety 
and healing of our mission partners in Zimbabwe. God’s promise in Psalm 
12:5 is: “ ‘Because the poor are plundered and the needy groan, I will now 
arise,’ says the Lord, ‘I will protect them from those who malign them.’ ” 
 

Meanwhile everyone works tirelessly providing food packs and children’s 
breakfasts. Thank God for the good relationship with the food supplier for 
the school breakfasts which has helped these continue in the most difficult 
of circumstances. 
 

Sharon George, World Mission Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two of the several thousand children who 
receive a hot meal every school day thanks to 
the Matilda Project. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

 
BAPTISMS 
 

Lillybelle Brown and Thomas Stanislav Chanin, a son for Tom and 
Magdalena, were baptised at Christ Church on 24th November 2019. 
 

We welcome Lillybelle and Thomas into the Lord’s family. 

 
FUNERALS 
 

Jenifer Bayley, aged 87, who lived at Jenner Court and more latterly 
Sandfield, died on 15th October 2019. Her funeral was taken by Andrew 
Judge on 22nd November 2019. 
 
Sarah Harrison, who lived in Eldorado Road died on 2nd November 
2019 and her funeral was taken by Rev Tim Mayfield on 28th November. 
 
Rev Tim Mayfield writes: 
A very many people were shocked and saddened to hear of the death, at 
the age of 64, of Sarah Harrison. With her consistent good humour and 
no-nonsense approach she touched lives here at Christ Church, at 
Airthrie School, at her tennis club and in many other places. I personally 
have reason to be deeply grateful to Sarah for her company and support 
throughout our fifteen years at Christ Church. She was solid gold – a 
colleague of the highest order. Our hearts go out to Sarah’s husband 
John, children Jamie and Emma and mother Jill. They – and everyone 
grieving for Sarah – are in our prayers. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with everyone who is grieving 
 

FIRST WORLD WAR SOLDIERS OF CHRIST CHURCH 

 

There are now six very interesting outline stories of the lives of six of our 
First World War soldiers connected with Christ Church on our website at 
www.christchurch-cheltenham.org. 
 

Katy Bleasdale 

http://www.christchurch-cheltenham.org/
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I am member of Girlguiding as a Ranger in 1st 
Bishops Cleeve Rangers and as a Young Leader 
in 9th Christ Church Rainbows and Brownies. I 
have been selected to attend SOAR (which stands 
for Spirit of Adventure Rendezvous) on Vancouver 
Island, British Columbia, Canada in July 2020. 
This is a ‘back to basics’ international camp for 
members of Girlguiding. I have been given this 
opportunity as part of the Gloucestershire team 
representing the UK. 
 

It isn’t just a holiday. This trip is an opportunity of a 
lifetime. We will be planning, organising and 
raising funds for the trip as a team of ten girls 
aged 12-18, and three leaders. We will learn many 
new skills such as building furniture out of logs. 
 

As part of this experience we will be doing community services in Canada. 
We will also be learning about different cultures, how different countries 
travel works, and most importantly self-resilience, confidence and working 
as a team when things may be difficult.  
 

Another of the skills we are learning is fundraising and I must raise £2500 
in order to attend! There will be over 2000 girls coming together, who 
each individually have to raise money on their own just as I am doing. 
They will come from all over the world to share ideas, culture and songs. I 
am really looking forwards to this opportunity!  
 

I believe the statement that was made by Girlguiding is very true to my 
life; “Girls take what they do in guiding with them as they grow up. 
Everything from working in a team, to taking the lead, to speaking out on 
issues they care about. It helps them develop the skills and confidence to 
become the young women they want to be. And to make a difference to 
the world around them.”  
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As some of you will have seen in previous magazines, my experience 
from girl guiding really has given me many opportunities, and in turn, 
given me the chance to volunteer with both Rainbows and Brownies.  
 

I have done various stalls already, including our Christmas Charity Fair in 
November this year, as well as babysitting and giving cello lessons to 
raise money. If you would like to donate to my fundraising, any 
contribution large or small, it would be very much appreciated. You can 
leave donations at the parish office or get in touch with my mum 
guiding@psychosian.com or you can donate through https://
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sian-green . 
 

Hopefully when I return from my trip, I can write another article for the 
magazine to let you know how it went! 
 

Elizabeth Green 

 

Our uniformed organisations meet 
on Thursday evenings, see inside 
back cover for details 

mailto:guiding@psychosian.com
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sian-green
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sian-green
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OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

 

Please note the parish office will be closed from Tuesday 24th December 
2019 until Wednesday 1st January 2020 inclusive. 
 
 
 

OUTREACH SUBSCRIPTION 2020 

 

Thank you for supporting Outreach in the past year. If you are a regular 
subscriber, enclosed with this copy you will find a form to pay in advance 
for all 10 issues of Outreach in 2020 for just £5.  
 
Payment is by cheque or cash, please make cheques payable to Christ 
Church. Return your form with payment to Virginia Mullan in the Parish 
Office, or pass to your magazine deliverer. 

CAROL HISTORY 

 
The Christmas Carol ‘Gaudete’ (Rejoice) 
was originally published in 1581 and this 
is an image of the first page.  
 
It was included in a collection of Finnish/
Swedish sacred songs called Piae 
Cantiones. No music was given for the 
verses, but the standard tune came from 
older liturgical books. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st SUNDAY – Advent Sunday 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Achdeacon Phil Andrew 
  10.30am Parish Communion [group/organ/choir]: 
   Archdeacon Phil Andrew 
  6.30pm Advent Carol Service [organ/choir]: 
   Rev Mike Sanders  
2nd Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
4th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP  
  11.30am Playgroup Christmas Nativity in church:  
   Rev Julia Hook 
  2.30pm Friendship Club Christmas Tea Party 
   [No Lunch], with entertainment by   
   Spakeleles 
5th Thur 11.30am Funeral in church of the late John Large 
  
8th SUNDAY – The 2nd Sunday of Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion CW: Rev Paul Youde 
  10.30am All-age Worship [group]: Amanda Thiselton 
  12 noon Shortened Holy Communion 
  7.00pm Cheltenham Ladies’ College service in church 
9th  Mon 12.30pm Celebration of Life for the late Mike Smith 
  7.30pm Finance & Standing Committee in the Music Room 
10th Tues 3.30pm Brightlands Nursery Nativity in church 
11th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  12.30pm Friendship Club Christmas Lunch in the Harwood 
  for 1.00pm Hall with entertainment by the Beauregard Singers 
  2.30pm ‘The Granleys’ Carol Service in church 
  6.00pm Christ Church School Carol Service in church 
12th Thur 2.30pm Airthrie School Carol Service in church 
  5.30pm Cheltenham Youth Choir concert in church 
14th Sat  Carol Singing for Christian Aid (see page 3): 
  2-3pm Tesco, Colletts Drive 
 
15th SUNDAY – The 3rd Sunday of Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Rev Josie Goodwin 
  10.30am Parish Communion [group/organ/choir]: 
   Rev Josie Goodwin 
16th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
18th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  6.00pm Pates School Carol Service in church 
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DECEMBER 2019 & 

JANUARY 2020 



 19th Thur  Carol Singing for Christian Aid (see page 3): 
  5-7pm High Street 
20th Fri 4.00pm Brass by Candlelight - Cotswold Brass Quintet 
21st Sat  Carol Singing for Christian Aid (see page 3): 
  9-10am Waitrose, Honeybourne Way 
 
22nd SUNDAY – The 4th Sunday of Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion CW: Rev Josie Goodwin 
  10.30am Morning Worship [organ]: David Laszlo 
  12.15pm Christingle Production Line in Lansdown/ Bayshill 
   [please note: this activity is not suitable for children] 
  6.30pm Festival of Lessons & Carols by Candlelight: 
   Andrew Judge 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE, Tuesday 24th December 
  3.30pm Christingle Service: Amanda Thiselton 
  5.30pm Christingle Service: Amanda Thiselton 
 

  11.30pm Midnight Communion by Candlelight: 
   Rev Josie Goodwin 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY, Wednesday 25th December 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP:  
   Rev Mike Sanders 
 

  10.30am Christmas Day Family 
   Communion: 
   Bishop Bob Evens 
   
29th SUNDAY – The 1st Sunday of Christmas 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Andrew Judge 
  10.30am Morning Service [organ]: Angela Smith 
 

JANUARY 2020 DIARY 

 
5th SUNDAY – Epiphany 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Rev Canon Pauline Godfrey 
  10.30am Family Communion [organ/choir/group]: 
6th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
7th Tues 7.30pm Fabric & Organ Committee in the Music Room 
8th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  11.30am -12.15 Friendship Club Exercise Class in Music Room 
  12.30pm Friendship Club Soup & Cheese Lunch: Harwood Hall 
  2.30pm Friendship Club in the Harwood Hall: Gustav Holst  
   Music, Friendship and Cotswolds - Angela Applegate 
  7.15pm for 7.30pm: Inside-Out Encounters (1) in the Harwood 
   - 9.00pm Hall (see page 11) 
11th Sat 9.30am Clergy/Readers’ Meeting in Lansdown/Bayshill 
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12th SUNDAY – Epiphany 1 
  8.00am Holy Communion CW 
  10.30am All-age Worship [group]: David Laszlo 
  12 noon Shortened Holy Communion 
  6.30pm Epiphany Carol Service: Rev Josie Goodwin  
13th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
  7.30pm PCC Meeting in the Music Room 
15th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  7.15pm for 7.30pm: Inside-Out Encounters (2) in the Harwood 
   - 9.00pm Hall (see page 11) 
  
19th SUNDAY – Epiphany 2 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP 
  10.30am Morning Worship [organ/choir]: Amanda Thiselton 
20th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
  7.45pm Pastoral Team Meeting in the Music Room 
22nd Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  11.30am -12.15 Friendship Club Exercise Class in Music Room 
  12.30pm Friendship Club Soup & Cheese Lunch in Harwood Hall 
  2.30pm Friendship Club in the Harwood Hall: The Flood of 2007 

-  Dr Tim Brain 
  7.15pm for 7.30pm: Inside-Out Encounters (3) in the Harwood 
   - 9.00pm Hall (see page 11) 
 
26th SUNDAY – Epiphany 3 
  8.00am Holy Communion CW 
  10.30am Parish Communion [organ,choir, group]: Rt Rev Robert 
   Springett, Bishop of Tewkesbury 
 Time to follow Rev Mike Smith’s Installation at St George’s   
   Brockworth 
27th Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
  7.30pm Playgroup Committee meets in the Malvern Room 
29th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 
  7.15pm for 7.30pm: Inside-Out Encounters (4) in the Harwood 
   - 9.00pm Hall (see page 11) 
  

FEBRUARY 2020 DIARY 

 

2nd SUNDAY – Candlemas 
  8.00am Holy Communion BCP: Rev Mike Sanders 
  10.30am Parish Communion [organ/choir]: Rev Mike Sanders 
  6.30pm Special Service for Candlemas: Andrew Judge  
3rd Mon 1.30pm Baby & Toddler Group in the Harwood Hall 
5th Wed 10-12 Coffee Morning in the Alstone Porch 
  10.30am Holy Communion BCP 

  7.15pm for 7.30pm: Inside-Out Encounters (5) in the Harwood 
   - 9.00pm Hall (see page 11) 
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ORGANISATIONS AND LEADERS 

 
For young people: 
 

Playgroup: 9am - 3pm Monday to Friday.    
christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk or phone 243021 / 07989 124492 
Crèche: Sundays from 10.20am in the Alstone Porch  
Sunday Morning Children’s Groups  Anna Laszlo 581593 
 

Uniformed Organisations: 
 

Rainbows: Thursday 5.00pm in Bayshill/Lansdown Maureen Jones
 517183 
Brownies: Thursday 6.00pm in Harwood Hall Maureen Jones 517183 
Guides: Thursday 6.15pm in Bayshill/Lansdown Maureen Jones  517183 
 

For adults: 
 

Baby & Toddler Group for Mums (& Dads!) with pre-school children 
Monday 1.30pm-3.15pm in the Harwood Hall 
   Sarah O’Meara 513067 
Coffee Morning every Wednesday, 10am - 12noon in the Alstone Porch 
   Dee Rice 231764 
Friendship Club - Lunch Club & Afternoon Tea Meetings on 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays in the Harwood Hall   Tina Benney 512246 
 

Music for Worship: 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Tim Ingold  01452 524199 
 

Trebles and choir practice, in the Music Room 
Friday 6.30-8pm Trebles rehearsal 
 7.30-9pm Choir rehearsal 
 
Worship Group: Beck Donaldson:  01451 860561 
 
 

Our Mission Partners: 
 

Wendy Phillips (The Matilda Project) matildaproject@gmail.com 
Mission Without Borders, Contact: Jos Downey, jdowney@mwbuk.org 

 

OUTREACH FEBRUARY ISSUE 
Copy to Shirley Collins at artseccles@googlemail.com or to the 
Parish Office by no later than Sunday 19th January please. 

mailto:christchurchplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:artseccles@googlemail.com


WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

 
Sunday 
 
8.00am HOLY COMMUNION - a said service 
 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays (Prayer Book) 
 2nd & 4th Sundays (Common Worship) 
 
10.30am 1st Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW 
 2nd Sunday FAMILY SERVICE 
 3rd Sunday PARISH COMMUNION CW 
 4th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP 
 5th Sunday MORNING WORSHIP 
 
  The children are in church for the first few minutes of each 

service, and then leave for their Sunday teaching groups. 
 
  Scramblers (Key Stage 1), Explorers (Key Stage 2) and 

Pathfinders (Years 7-9) meet during each 10.30am service 
except Family Service. 

 
  CRECHE available each Sunday morning for the under 3s. 
 
6.30pm Christ Church hosts occasional 6.30pm evening services: 
 

  There will be an Advent Carol Service on 1st December 2019 
  and Carols by Candlelight on 22nd December 2019. 
 
  There will be an Epiphany Carol Service on 12th January 2020. 
  
 

Monday to Friday 
 
8.45am MORNING PRAYER 
 This is a wonderful way to start the day. You’d be very welcome to 

join the small group who enjoy the benefits of Morning Prayer. We 
meet for about half an hour.   

 
Wednesday 
 
10.30am HOLY COMMUNION BCP 
 

 

HOMEGROUPS for Bible Study & Fellowship 
meet regularly on different days of the week.  

Newcomers are always welcome.  


